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ABSTRACT

Greenwashing is a phenomenon that promotes hypocritical and deceptive behavior under
the guise of environmental protection, driven by the pursuit of profit and reputation. This
study aimed to analyze and examine the effect of knowledge inertia on greenwashing in
knowledge-based companies, with the mediating role of weakened competitiveness. In
terms of purpose, this study is applied, and in terms of method and nature, it falls under
descriptive-survey research. A standard and researcher-made questionnaire was used to
measure the variables, with validity and reliability confirmed through face validity and
Cronbach's alpha, respectively. To measure knowledge inertia, the questionnaire developed
by Liao et al. (2008) was used, while a researcher-made questionnaire was employed for
the greenwashing and competitiveness weakening variables. The statistical population
included 295 employees from 15 knowledge-based companies in Lorestan province, and
167 employees were selected as sample members using convenience sampling and
Morgan's table. The number of employees per company is detailed in the methodology
section. Data were analyzed using structural equation modeling (SEM) with Amos version
22 and SPSS version 26. The results showed that at a 95% confidence level, knowledge
inertia has a positive and significant effect on both greenwashing and competitiveness
weakening. Furthermore, indirect path analysis revealed the mediating role of weakened
competitiveness in the relationship between knowledge inertia and greenwashing.
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Figure 2. Software Output Path Analysis
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Table 5. Regression Coefficient and Partial Index Values Related to Hypotheses
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Table 6. Bootstrap Results for the Mediating Path of the Proposed Research Model
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