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Introduction: In today's competitive market, insufficient attention by the sports goods production
industry to innovative and green activities will result in their exclusion from global competition. Green
product innovation has emerged as one of the appropriate solutions in this framework. Therefore, the
current research was conducted to determine the drivers affecting green product innovation in Iranian
sports goods manufacturing companies.

Methodology: The research adopted an exploratory mixed method. In the qualitative phase, the drivers
of green product innovation were identified through a systematic literature review. Then, the fuzzy
Delphi technique was employed to refine and customize the drivers identified in the previous step. The
statistical population in this section included academic experts and executive managers, 20 of whom
were selected as the statistical sample using the snowball sampling technique. The data collection
methods included library studies and field studies. The validity and reliability of the qualitative phase
were confirmed using the Critical Appraisal Skills Programme. The research instrument in the
quantitative phase was the questionnaire derived in the first phase, whose validity and reliability were
confirmed by experts.

Findings: The qualitative phase resulted in identifying 20 drivers affecting green product innovation in
Iranian sporting goods manufacturing companies. The quantitative phase confirmed 18 drivers. These
included the behavioral decision-making characteristics of the top management team, intellectual
property strategies, environmental laws and regulations, corporate green commitment, green dynamic
capability, green human resources management, production flexibility, green marketing, environmental
scanning and market monitoring, organizational creativity climate and green organizational innovation,
institutional relations, normative pressure, technological readiness and capability, green adaptation
ability, green incentives, knowledge management, research and development activities, and corporate
governance mechanisms.

Conclusion/ Implications: Considering the importance of green product innovation in moving
industries towards green innovative activities, the results of this research can assist the managers of
sports goods manufacturing companies in designing plans and strategies and increasing the practical
knowledge of these companies to invest in and develop green product innovations. This knowledge has
important theoretical and practical implications for the green product innovation literature and the
managers of sporting goods manufacturing companies. This study shows that the manufacturing
companies in lran's sports goods industry can establish a suitable foundation for focusing on green
product innovation as one of the most important ways to achieve sustainable performance by
identifying the drivers influencing green product innovation.
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