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In today's world, social media is recognized as a key tool in shaping
individuals' social and economic behaviors. * These platforms not only
improve social communication but also act as a catalyst for fostering
entrepreneurial motivations among young people, especially female students.
The aim of this research was to investigate the factors affecting social media-
based entrepreneurial intentions among female university students. This
research was applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-causal in terms of
data collection. The statistical population included all female students enrolled
in public universities in Fars province, Iran. Stratified random sampling was
used, resulting in 386 participants. The data collection tool was a
questionnaire, whose validity and reliability were evaluated and confirmed.
Descriptive and inferential statistics were used to analyze the data, employing
SPSS26 and Smart PLS4 software. The findings showed that perceived
enjoyment, social influence, and social benefits positively affect perceived
usefulness. Technological knowledge positively affects perceived ease of use,
and in turn, perceived ease of use positively affects perceived usefulness and
attitude towards social media. Additionally, perceived usefulness positively
affects attitude towards social media, and attitude towards social media
positively affects social media-based entrepreneurship. Finally, filtering has a
negative impact on social media-based entrepreneurship. The results of this
study provide valuable insights for policymakers and planners in the field of
study.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In today's world, social media is recognized as a key tool in shaping individuals' social and
economic behaviors. These platforms not only improve social communication but also act as a
catalyst for fostering entrepreneurial motivations among young people, especially female
students. While various studies on technology adoption have been conducted, this research, by
considering the Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) in social media-based entrepreneurship
and also paying attention to internal and indigenous variables, takes a novel step in using this
model and addresses the existing research gap in this area. On the other hand, this study
examines entrepreneurial opportunities in social media for female students, and since girls face
many obstacles in the field of employment, social media-based entrepreneurship can provide a
suitable solution to reduce the problems of this influential group of society and provide an
opportunity for girls to have a better life in different regions, especially less privileged areas of
the country. Given the above, the aim of this research was to investigate the factors affecting
social media-based entrepreneurial intentions among female university students.

Research Method

This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-correlational in terms of method.
The approach of this research is quantitative. The statistical population included all female
students in all public universities in Fars province at the time of the research. Stratified random
sampling was used, resulting in 386 participants. The data collection tool was a questionnaire,
whose validity and reliability were evaluated and confirmed. Descriptive and inferential
statistics were used to analyze the data, employing SPSS26 and Smart PLS4 software.

Results and Discussion

The findings in this study showed that the research variables including perceived enjoyment,
perceived ease of use, perceived usefulness, social influence, technology knowledge, social benefits,
attitude and entrepreneurship have a direct and good effect on each other, and the filtering variable
has an indirect and good effect. The results showed that the factors and variables of perceived
enjoyment, perceived ease of use, perceived usefulness, social influence, technology knowledge,
social benefits, and attitude have a direct impact on entrepreneurship and lead to greater productivity
in entrepreneurship and are effective factors on entrepreneurial orientation. Also, the filtering
variable has a good and useful effect on entrepreneurial orientation, but it indirectly affects
entrepreneurial orientation, and this shows that the discussion of filtering indirectly affects
productivity through entrepreneurial orientation and has less impact.

Conclusion and Recommendations

According to the research results, it can be concluded that in the field of factors affecting social
media-based entrepreneurial orientation, the factors are divided into two categories with direct and
indirect effects, in such a way that perceived enjoyment, perceived ease of use, perceived usefulness,
social influence, technology knowledge, social benefits, and attitude have a direct impact on
entrepreneurship, and filtering has an indirect impact. Considering the obtained cases, more attention
should be paid to the variables that have a direct impact, and when these cases are well placed and
grounded, then it is the turn of the variables that have an indirect impact. In short, variables with
direct impact play the role of the root, and variables with indirect impact play the role of branches
and leaves.
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