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Abstract

Accelerators play a crucial role as one of the most important components of the
innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem, significantly contributing to the
development of startups and new businesses. Over a decade since their inception in
Iran, the performance and impact of these accelerators have become a major concern
in innovation and entrepreneurship policy-making. Despite government efforts and
support from institutions aimed at enhancing the role of accelerators, fundamental
challenges persist, including a lack of financial resources, weak networking with
industry, and limited access to specialized human resources. This research employs
a qualitative approach, utilizing in-depth interviews with experts from the
innovation ecosystem and accelerators to examine the challenges faced by Iranian
innovation and business accelerators. It also provides managerial and policy
recommendations for improving and enhancing the performance of these
accelerators. The study's participants include managers of Iranian innovation and
business accelerators and those involved in organizing and supporting these entities,
employing a non-probability, purposive sampling method. Through thematic
analysis, challenges confronting accelerators are identified at three levels: micro
(accelerators), meso (innovation ecosystem), and macro (economic, social factors,
etc.). Finally, policy and managerial solutions for addressing these challenges and
improving accelerator performance are presented at both the innovation ecosystem
level and the accelerator level.
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