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Abstract

Merger is actually a type of change considered for moving from the current state
to the desired one. Instead of being a singled-out deal, merger is an integrated
process requiring management. As its foundation, process management requires
knowledge and understanding of the associated components as well as the factors
affecting them. On the other hand, the challenges and issues in the merger
process of Iran’s government organizations indicate the deviation of many of
these mergers from their original goal and path. The present study considers these
challenges as its basis. The aim of this review study is to achieve a
comprehensive and deep understanding of the research process and new issues in
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the systematic review of the merger process in government organizations as well
as to identify the related research areas.

Material and methodology

As a descriptive-analytical research, this study applies the bibliometric
methodology. The VOSviewer software is used for bibliometric analysis. This
software is one of the important and practical software in scientometrics, which is
used to summarize data and create research maps. This study takes its steps based
on the PRISMA checklist.

Discussion and Result

The findings indicate that during the period between 200 to 2010, research
conducted in this field has taken an upward trend, then followed by a downward
trend. Then in 2012, the volume of studies in this field increased significantly,
and after that, a decreasing trend was observed again. Genealogy studies
indicated that the authors of 81% of the studies have a doctorate degree and are
university faculty members; 19% are graduate students (masters and doctorates),
a high percentage that in itself can indicate the richness and quality of the
research conducted in the field of merger on the one hand, and the importance of
this issue in the world's scientific societies on the other hand. Another important
aspect considered in this review is the analysis of methodological elements,
which indicates that 19% of the studies reviewed are qualitative, 141% are
quantitative, and 4% are both quantitative and qualitative. 17% of the studies
considered in this review, are in the field of "merger”, 37% "monopoly", and
46% "merger and acquisition". The findings showed that 16% of the studies had
used the random sampling method, 18% the targeted sampling method, 30% the
available sampling method, and 36% the cluster sampling method.

Conclusion

The studies conducted inTthe field of “merger” in our country is almost mixed
with the field of “acquisition and monopoly”. Many researchers have tried to
study what is related to this field in order to evaluate its components and factors
as well as the associated consequences. However, the studies in this field have
not followed a specific method, unlike those in other fields of humanities, and
have been subject to researchers’ tastes and interests. The present meta-analysis
is an attempt to re-analyze a set of studies in the field of merger. In this study, for
the meta-analysis of the studies conducted(Wwith the keywords of “merger and
monopoly” and “merger of government organizations”, the 245 articles were
considered as the basis for the analysis and comparison.

At the industry level, mergers play an important role in re-adjusting the market
structure and governance mechanisms. In general, mergers are a powerful tool for
reallocating assets within and between industries leading to the expansion or
contraction of an industry depending on circumstances. More generally, merger
is a means of market evolution and makes sectors able to adapt to shocks and
changes in the economic environment through reconfiguration of resources.
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Regarding the determinants at the firm level, merger is done to create economies
of scale and diversity and to obtain different forms of assets, including financial
and physical capital, managerial capabilities and knowledge, technology, and
market share. Furthermore, mergers are considered strong strategic activities used
by economic actors in order to directly or indirectly alter competition, market
power, and bargaining leverage along value chains. Empirical and theoretical
studies emphasize that the advantages and strategic synergies that can be
activated through mergers, as well as their effects on industrial competition and
structure are different according to the merger types. One of the most important
distinctions in the characteristics of mergers and acquisitions is the type of
companies involved. According to their differences in terms of sectors and
positions along the value chain, the relevant literature distinguishes between
horizontal, vertical, and concentric mergers and acquisitions.

Keywords:

Merger, Government organization, Vertical merger, Horizontal merger.
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