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Abstract:

With the shift in the development paradigm in the industry, new concepts such as
competition, strategic partnership, etc. have been introduced into the literature of this field.
The more diverse the stakeholders in the industry under study, the more the development of
topics in that industry increases. One of the development strategies for the auto parts industry
is to use the capacity of strategic partnerships in its small and medium-sized industries.

Methodology :The present research, which has been conducted with a qualitative-quantitative

approach, has identified and prioritized the criteria and components of strategic fit between
potential partners in small and medium-sized industries in the Iranian auto parts industry. To
this end, after conducting a systematic review of the literature in this field and obtaining
exploratory interviews from experts and organizing them using the thematic analysis method,
the components were extracted and ranked using the TOPSIS method. Findings and

Conclusion :The results show that with regard to the five criteria of deepening, the

relationship,, creating a cost advantage, relationship, sustainability,, enhancing market
development capacity, reducing external pressure and creating capacity for development and
upgrading knowledge and technology, the components of partner complementarity,
communication-relationship fit between partners, alignment in organizational strategy of
partners, and10 other components are of greater importance. In the final part of the research,
by examining each component, their importance in achieving each of the criteria is also
discussed, which can be policy recommendations.
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