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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Geopolitical influence is defined as the ability of a country to shape
the policies and actions of other countries and regions through the
interplay of hard power, soft power, and interdependent power, within
a specific geopolitical context of limited spatial proximity. In essence,
geopolitical influence refers to the ability derived from the size and
comprehensive power of a country’s geopolitical position (Wang et
al., 2015). Within this framework, territorialism emerges as a
fundamental concept in political geography, representing a behavioral
phenomenon related to spatial organization in the form of areas of
influence with distinct territorial boundaries. The primary objective of
this research is to identify the components of territorial influence and
to develop a model based on the study’s findings. Despite the lack of
previous research focusing on territorial influence from a geopolitical
perspective, this study attempts to identify, explain, and design a
model for territorial influence by analyzing available documents and
resources, as well as consulting with technical experts. The
significance of this research lies in enhancing the understanding of
territorial capacities for planning purposes, aiding officials and

. Doctoral student of political geography, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: a.
saeidifard@modares. ac. ir

- Associate Professor, Department of Political Geography, Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat Modares
University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: e. roumina@modares. ac. ir

- Full Professor, Department of Political Geography, Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat Modares
University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: hafezn_m@modares. ac. ir

- Assistant Professor of the Faculty of Support and Headquarters, Command University and AJA
Headquarters, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: R. Roshani@casu. ac. ir


mailto:hafezn_m@modares.ac.ir

policymakers in preserving and expanding national influence beyond
political borders. Neglecting this aspect may lead to the loss of
potential capabilities for achieving national objectives or result in
missed opportunities and damage to national interests due to
incomplete or misguided policies.

Methodology

This study follows a descriptive-analytical approach in terms of its
fundamental purpose, nature, and methodology. To identify the
components of territorial influence, upstream documents and library
resources were utilized. Qualitative data were analyzed using content
analysis methodology.

Findings

After synthesizing and summarizing the data, the basic themes were
consolidated into 48 main themes, which were subsequently reduced
to 9 core categories representing the key components of territorial
influence. Following expert validation via a researcher-designed
questionnaire, a territorial influence model was developed.

Conclusion

The results of this research indicate that “influence,” as a concept
related to power and its application in international relations, is a
longstanding and multifaceted phenomenon encompassing all forms of
power—from hard to soft. Collective influence represents a key
capability of a government to affect the behavior of other actors, with
various dimensions and components (Jaafari Harandi, 2015: 17).
Territorial influence refers to the extent and manner in which a
political actor uses the characteristics of their geopolitical position to
impact political, economic, social-cultural, military, and other systemic
processes beyond political borders, aiming to alter or impose specific
behaviors on other actors and competitors (Saeedifard, 1402: 27). In
many cases, territorial influence intertwines with territorialism and
territorialization processes of countries and political actors. As a core
concept in political geography, territorialism is a behavioral
phenomenon concerning spatial organization—manifested in areas of
influence with defined territorial boundaries. Changes within the



geopolitical sphere typically arise from geopolitical competitions
among powers (Hafeznia, 1385: 114). With the expansion of
governance across political, economic, cultural, and similar
dimensions, some territories—despite having separate governments—
are considered under the influence of dominant powers (Muir, 2012:
20). Geopolitical influence is categorized into eight dimensions:
political, economic, cultural-social, military, science and technology,
territorial, strategic resources, and spatial resources. These dimensions
are employed by powerful governments to achieve their objectives. In
a comprehensive definition, territorial influence refers to the ability of
a political actor to utilize the characteristics of their geopolitical
position to influence political, economic, cultural-social, and military
processes beyond their borders, aiming to modify or impose behavior
on other actors. Every country, as a political unit, possesses a specific
territory demarcated by international borders. To ensure their security
and safeguard national interests, governments strive to control and
utilize territories beyond their borders. This research, through an
extensive review of existing literature, documents, and expert opinions,
introduces a novel and comprehensive concept—territorial influence—
that encapsulates all the previously discussed dimensions. The
territorial influence model developed in this study includes nine key
components:
# Superior transit position

Strategic communication position

Larger territorial scope for the influencing country

Hydro-politics and water relations in neighboring countries

(such as water policies, water sources, freshwater availability,

rainfall patterns, upstream positioning, etc.)

More favorable climatic conditions than the influenced

countries

# The presence of significant locations, such as religious,

pilgrimage, ethnic, and historical sites within the influencing

country

The number of neighboring countries



Access to open seas and dominance over international straits

These components serve as essential tools for a country to expand its
sphere of influence by planning strategically on these variables,
leveraging territorial and other available capabilities while mitigating
threats and safeguarding national interests. However, the mere
possession of territorial capabilities, without the internal capacity and
the political will of a country's leaders, will not result in robust
territorial influence. Therefore, it is recommended that policymakers
and national planners actively identify and develop their territorial
capabilities to enhance territorial influence beyond their borders, based
on the model proposed in this research.
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