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The present paper is aimed at examining the play “Sheikh Ali Mirza, Governor of Malayer
and Tuyserkan and Marriage to the King of Fairies’ Girl” written by Mirza Reza Khan
Tabatabaei Naeini within the framework of critical discourse analysis by Norman
Fairclough. In response to questions such as what semantic system has been established by
constitutional discourse in the framework of author’s worldview and as elements employed
in the production and interpretation of the text? What semiotic elements does this system
encompass? And what tools are utilized to marginalize rival discourse, weaken power
relations, and reproduce intellectual structures? This study considers the constitutional
discourse with an ideological function in contrast to the totalitarian discourse and reflecting
cultural and social realities preventing its impartial representation. Data collection is
performed through document analysis and examined at three levels of “description”,
“interpretation”, and “explanation”. According to the results, the lexical and grammatical
structure of the text’s ideological foundation acts to destruct the authority sphere, and the
participants’ actions, relationships, and language functions in the text counter the
naturalization of the ruling ideology, so that it conveys the author’s intended social
connotations and meanings. Furthermore, due to the dominance of the new linguistic
traditions, vocabularies, and grammatical structures of the constitutionality in the text, the
author employs a humor language to address the ideological issues hidden in language,
class, and culture; the approach which is the product of the process of desanctification of
the king’s figure and the substitution of newer law-based political models through the
dominant discourse.
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