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: Abstract

¢ Video games have become very important in the last three decades. Much
: research has been done about the different effects of these games on gamers.
: These studies have shown that video games have different effects on gamers :

: psychological, social, political, and cultural effects. Part of this research has
. been about the cultural effects of video games. Iranian researchers have shown
: that video games have different cultural effects on gamers. The present study
: seeks to evaluate the results of this research. The method of this research is a
: systematic review. By using the systematic review method, 48 articles were
: selected and reviewed. This research shows that Iranian researchers have
: focused more on the representation and consumption of video games. There are
: very few articles on identity, production, and regulation. A macroscopic
: theoretical framework for analyzing the cultural effects of video games has yet
: to be observed. There is a gap between this research and social reality .It is
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Video games have become an important cultural
product in Iran. Iranian teenagers are the main
consumers of video games. It is estimated that there
are 32 to 34 million gamers in Iran, with an average
age of 23. These gamers pay 19000 billion tomans a
year for video games. So far, much research has
been published about the effects of video games on
gamers. These studies have shown that video games
have different effects on gamers. These researches
have shown that video games have psychological,
social, political, and cultural effects. The cultural
effects of video games are very important. As a
result, Iranian researchers have researched video
games' cultural effects since 1381. However, these
researchers need to look at the effects of video
games in a macroscopic way. There is a gap between
this research and social reality. These researchers
have yet to be able to analyze the different effects of
video games on gamers. For this reason,
macroscopic research is necessary to evaluate this
research. In this research, all the research conducted
on the cultural effects of video games in Iran has
been reviewed. It aimed to identify and categorize
this research's approach, method, and results.
Conducting a critical evaluation of this research has
very important results and can become a guide for
further research.

2- Methods

According to the nature of the subject, which is
library research, the systematic review method was
used. As shown by Pettigrew and Roberts, a
systematic review has 7 steps: Research question or
research hypothesis, specifying the research needed
to answer the proposed question, a comprehensive
search of the generated literature, filtering the
results, critically evaluating the results, synthesizing
the  critical evaluations and  uncovering
inconsistencies and shortcomings, and publishing
the results. This study reviewed all the research
about the game that was published until 2022. For a
systematic review, the word "game" was searched in
the title, keyword, and content of all articles
published in two scientific databases, ensani.ir and
sid.ir. After reviewing 859 articles that used the
word game in their titles and keywords, 48 articles
were selected. These 48 articles were about
evaluating the cultural effects of video games. The
searches were repeated several times and in different
ways, to ensure the obtained results. Selected
authors' articles were also searched separately. After
critically examining these articles, their strengths
and weaknesses were identified. These weaknesses
and strengths were classified, and then in a final
summary, the results were determined.

3- Results

The first article about the cultural effects of video
games in lran was published in 2002. By the
beginning of 2023, 48 scientific articles about the
cultural effects of games had been published. This
research shows that most research in Iran has
focused on the two elements of consumption and
representation. Little research on the game is based
on production, identity, and regulatory factors. Also,
there are few studies on the background of research
on video games. Iranian researchers have not paid
attention to the research results of other researchers
and have yet to complete each other's research.
Qualitative methods have been used in most
research about representation in video games. In
many of these researches, Stuart Hall's theory has
been used. But researchers have mostly used
quantitative methods to examine video game
consumption. These studies have been conducted
only in a few big cities in Iran, such as Tehran and
Isfahan. Iranian researchers have focused on
analyzing a few specific video games (such as The
Sims, GTA, Call of Duty, and God of War), and no
studies have been conducted on the cultural effects
of many important video games. In their studies,
Iranian researchers have focused on only one aspect
of the video game and have ignored the relationship
between different aspects of the game. Also, Iranian
researchers have focused more on young men and
teenagers as the main consumers of video games.
There are few studies about the use of video games
by women, the elderly, and ethnic groups in Iran.
The research conducted in Iran has not used a macro
theoretical approach. Focusing too much on the
aspects of presentation and consumption has caused
a deviation in the research.

4- Conclusion

Although Iranian researchers have made many
efforts to evaluate the cultural effects of video
games, a critical research evaluation shows that they
have yet to achieve accumulation and accuracy. It is
impossible to get a holistic picture of the field of
play. So far, a robust theoretical current has not been
formed in Iran. It is not possible to determine the
direction of research in the field of games.
Inadequate familiarity with the game world is a
weakness that has prevented the formation of this
holistic view. Iranian researchers should use more of
each other's research results. They should consider
the influence of gender, age, and ethnicity on the use
of video games. It is recommended that researchers,
using macro-concerning approaches such as Hall
and Du Gai's Circuit of Culture framework, conduct
their research multi-dimensional to have a complete
and comprehensive look at the cultural effects of
video games as a cultural product. Like a Walkman,
video games are a technological product with a huge
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cultural impact. Iranian researchers should consider
the relationship between representation,
consumption, production, regulation, and identity in
a study of the cultural effects of video games. As
Hall and Du Gay show, investigating the
interrelationship of these 5 processes is necessary
for a study on the evaluation of cultural effects.
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