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: Abstract

: The concept of homeland is multifaceted and encompasses several
: epistemological fields, such as geography, anthropology, sociology, psychology,
: psychoanalysis, political science, and literary theory, particularly post-colonial
: studies. Moreover, the construction of the identity of many nation-states today,
: especially in the Middle East, is a socio-historical creation that results from the
¢ concept of othering based on the homeland. Othering occurs at both macro and
: micro levels. At the macro level, it involves canonizing the West/White as the
: subject and the East as object. At the micro level, it involves confronting the
¢ ruling power of nations or neighbouring ethnicities/races. This position in the
: macro narrative is reflected in many contemporary Persian and Kurdish poems,
: formulated under leftist/committed or resistance literature. Mehdi Akhavan-
: Sales and Abdullah Pashew are two poets who represent the narrative of the
¢ homeland from different perspectives. In this article, we analyze their poetry to
: demonstrate how they construct the homeland as a form of resistance and
: commitment against other types at the macro and micro levels. Our analysis
: shows that the artistic-ideological construction of homeland in the poetry of
: these two poets is represented from three perspectives: psychological-nostalgic,
: objective/geographical, and discursive. To illustrate this, we provide specific
: examples from their poems that demonstrate each perspective.

Received: March 26, 2023
Accepted: August 27, 2023
Available Online: March 21, 2025

Keywords: contemporary poetry,
constructed homeland, Akhavan
Sales, Abdullah Pashew

| Mohammad Taher Bebane, S., Chamanara, B., Yaghoobi Janbeh Saraei., P. (2025). The constructed |
| homeland in Akhavan Sales and Abdullah Pashew's poetry. Sociology of Culture and Art, 7 (1), 145-160.

Corresponding author: Behruz Chamanara

Address: Faculty of Language and Literature, University of Kurdistan, Sanandaj, Iran
Email: b.chamanara@uok.ac.ir



The construction of homeland in Akhavan Sales and Abdullah Pashew’s poetry

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Although the concept of homeland in the objective
sense has common meanings with concepts such as
homeland, country, motherland, land, and
birthplace, it is not limited to them. This term, as a
linguistic-narrative construct, includes numerous
metahistorical and  historical  metaphorical
implications, which makes it difficult to accurately
understand the concept. In other words, although
relatively comprehensive definitions can be
proposed in this regard, there are difficulties in the
impossibility of these definitions. The word
homeland in the ontological and historical sense is
tied to the two concepts of origin and residence. In
addition to representing the historical aspect of
identity, the word origin also takes on a
metahistorical metaphorical meaning. The word
residence also expresses a significant link between a
person and a given environment, which is the result
of an effort to establish identity or arises from a
sense of belonging to a specific place. With this
description, man becomes aware of himself when he
has chosen a dwelling place and has thus established
his existence in the world. To better understand the
concept of homeland, it can be formulated from two
macro-perspectives: metahistorical and historical,
with their sub-perspectives. The meta-historical
view of the homeland discussion is organized based
on two perceptions: a) mythical/religious-mystical
and b) philosophical-psychological. The
mythical/religious perception is tied to the
discussion of descent. Thus, in all the creation
narratives, the first creature or pair lived in an eternal
paradise, but due to a mistake or the intervention of
external forces, it lost its eternal state and fell. After
that, the nostalgia for the lost paradise does not leave
it, so that it seeks to return to that space by taking
refuge in various ritual/religious disciplines. This
same view is raised in mystical belief with
expressions such as returning to the world of unity
and the state of presence. A world in which all
existence is in a monstrous state - formless - and pre-
eminent.

2- Methods

The present study was conducted with a qualitative
approach and the method of content analysis of
literary texts. The main goal of this research is to
examine how the concept of "homeland" is
represented in the poems of Mehdi Akhavan-Salith,
a contemporary Iranian poet, and Abdullah Peshiv,
a prominent Kurdish poet. Since poetry is a platform
for expressing lived experiences, collective
emotions, and cultural and political identity, content
analysis of poems can lead to a deeper
understanding of how the concept of homeland is

formed and represented in the mental world of these
two poets. In this study, first, a set of poems that
directly or implicitly deal with the theme of
"homeland"” and its related concepts such as exile,
statelessness, roots, exile, place belonging, and
collective identity was selected using a purposive
sampling method. The criterion for selecting poems
is the strong presence of semantic elements related
to homeland at the lexical, visual, and discursive
levels. Then, using the qualitative content analysis
method with an interpretive approach, the main and
secondary themes related to homeland were
extracted and categorized from the selected poems.
In this process, attention was also paid to the
historical, social, and cultural context of each poet
in order to better understand the implicit and
contextual dimensions of the representation of
homeland. Also, theoretical concepts in the areas of
identity, place, memory, and exile were used to
explain the semantic layers of the poems. Finally,
the findings are analyzed comparatively to clarify
the differences and similarities in the way homeland
is represented in the poetry of the Third Brotherhood
and Peshio. This analysis can help to better
understand the relationship between poetry, identity,
and the concept of homeland in different cultural
contexts.

3- Findings

Although the signified homeland has an objective
and tangible instance, according to the factors
affecting the centralization of the author-narrators of
the poems of Mehdi Akhavan Il and Abdullah
Peshiov, it has led to the formation of three
constructions of the concept: a) Nostalgic-
psychological homeland b) Objective/geographic
homeland c) Discursive homeland. Each of the three
aforementioned levels, with its specific instances
and branches, contains specific artistic-ideological
implications. The construction of homeland on the
nostalgic-psychological level in the representation
of the author-narrator of Akhavan's poetry, although
sometimes it is the result of the poet's macro-
intellectual nostalgia and sometimes the result of a
specific historical event, namely his exile, in both
cases has caused the poet to use geography/place as
an excuse to speak with nostalgia about specific
historical discursive meanings whose
original/primary form does not exist or is being
distorted in the poet's present. Given Peshio’s lived
experience and the legacy of his homeland, his
nostalgic experience of homeland, whether at the
time of the poet’s release or during his exile, is more
involved with the concept of land, a land that is not
independent. The cultural implications that
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accompany it lie behind this political perception. At
the second level of the construction of homeland,
which is presented in the form of an
objective/geographical matter, the author-narrator
of Akhavan’s poem, despite expressing attachment
to his birthplace and other cities of Iran, even the old
cities of Greater Iran that are present outside the
political geography of Iran in the poet’s present —
Sogd, Caucasus, Aran — is still looking for a cultural
and to some extent ethnic Iran. Mentioning the
names of places, provinces, etc. is an excuse for the
poet to speak of a cultural homeland, and even to
show his discursive stance towards neighboring or
dominant cultures. In addition to mentioning the
names of cities and provinces of the Kurdistan
Region, the author-narrator of Peshio’s poem also
goes outside the political geography, aligning
himself with Kobani, etc.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

In Peshiov’s poetry, the objective/geographic
homeland continues to the land-nation in order to
emphasize its political aspect again. Discursive
homeland as the third in the construction of
homeland in the representation of the author-
narrators of the Brotherhood’s poetry can be
formulated in two aspects: agonistic and
antagonistic. The agonistic aspect, which is assumed
as the aspect of competition-respect, is almost
absent in the representation of the concept of
homeland in the Brotherhood’s poetry. If there are
any cases, it is intra-geographical. The author-

narrator of the Brotherhood’s poetry is usually in
search of a dominant other in order to reject him. If
there is otherness in his poetry, it is in general and to
the extent of the humanism of the classical world. In
his perception, the other of his homeland is his
enemy. In contrast, the author-narrator of Peshiov’s
poetry has both an enemy other and an other
different from me. He has learned to think of the
latter other and even empathize with him. For him,
Eritrea, Cuba, etc. are among these. The antagonistic
approach of the author-narrators of the Third
Brotherhood and Peshio poems involves two
supposed enemy-others: one is religion and the other
is colonialism. Both attack or seek acquittal from the
latter others in their discursive stance on the
homeland.
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