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Abstract
The desire to migrate and its patterns reflect broader changes in the fabric of
society. This study examines the desire to migrate and its underlying factors among
the youth of Abdanan City in the Ilam province of Iran. A sample of 376 young
people from Abdanan in Ilam Province was selected for this investigation. The
findings reveal that only 8.9% of respondents had not considered migrating from
the city in the past year. Specifically, 22% expressed a desire to migrate within their
home province, 52.6% between provinces, and 16.5% indicated a desire to emigrate
internationally. The primary reasons for the desire to migrate include job searching,
a lack of educational, recreational, and health facilities, and an uncertain future in
the city. These reasons were cited by both those desiring internal migration and
those willing to migrate internationally. However, for those inclined towards
international migration, access to greater freedom and security—in its various
social, economic, political, and judicial dimensions—also emerged as a significant
factor alongside an uncertain future. Multivariate analysis demonstrated that, after
controlling for all independent variables, employment status and the level of
perceived security significantly influenced the desire to migrate both internally and
internationally. The probability of international migration among the unemployed
was approximately 3.9 times higher than among the employed. Additionally, as the
overall sense of security increased, the tendency towards international migration
decreased. The study concludes that policymakers can reduce youths' desire for
international migration by enhancing their overall sense of security—economic,
political, judicial, and social—and by creating sustainable employment
opportunities.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Among demographic phenomena, migration holds particular significance for
demographers, who seek to answer key questions such as: 1) What types of
movements occur in space (e.g., internal, international) and time (e.g., long-term,
rotational)? 2) Who participates in these movements? 3) Why do these movements
occur? The study of the desire to migrate—both internally and internationally—is
crucial for understanding the dynamics of this phenomenon. The desire to migrate
can be a major determinant of actual migration behavior. Additionally, shifts in
migration desires reflect underlying tensions and conflicts within the fabric of society.
This research aims to explore the desire for different types of migration and the

factors that influence it among young people.

Methods and Data

This study employs a survey conducted in spring 2023 with a sample of youths
aged 18 to 35 in Abdanan County. A combination of multi-stage and stratified cluster
sampling was used to select participants. Based on the Cochran formula, the sample
size was determined to be 376. For cluster sampling, Abdanan County was divided
into two main clusters: urban and rural. Within these clusters, three urban areas
(Abdanan, Sarab Bagh, and Kalat Murmur) and three rural villages (Zhivor, Gol Gol

Olia, and Chamkabud) were randomly selected from the county’s 77 villages.

The dependent variable was categorized into two classes: tendency toward internal
migration and tendency toward international migration. Independent variables
included gender, age, marital status, individual education, family migration history,

employment status, household income level, and perceived security.

Findings

The results revealed that only 8.9% of respondents had not considered migrating
from the city in the past year. Specifically, 22% expressed a desire to migrate within
the province, 52.6% between provinces, and 16.5% internationally. The primary
reasons for migration desire were job search, lack of educational, recreational, and
health facilities, and an uncertain future in the city. These reasons were cited by both
those who were inclined toward internal migration and those thinking about

international migration. However, for those desiring international migration, access
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to greater freedom and security—in every social, economic, political, and judicial

dimension—also emerged as a key factor, alongside an uncertain future.

Bivariate analysis indicated a significant relationship between gender and the
desire for international migration, with men (29%) more likely than women (12%) to
express this inclination. No significant relationships were found between marital
status, age, education, or family migration history and the type of migration desired.
However, a statistically significant relationship was observed between perceived
security and the desire to migrate. For instance, the desire for international migration
was 26.9% among those with low perceived security, compared to 18.2% and 14.8%
for middle and high levels, respectively. Similarly, household income showed a
significant relation to migration desire, with 26.9% of individuals above the average
income expressing their desire for international migration, compared to 12.6% of

those below the average.

Multivariate analysis showed that, after controlling for all independent variables,
the probability of desiring international migration was 3.90 times higher among the
unemployed than the employed. Additionally, the desire for international migration

decreased as the overall sense of security increased.

Conclusion and Discussion

The findings suggest that efforts to enhance perceived security—across social,
economic, political, and judicial dimensions—and create sustainable employment
opportunities can significantly influence the stability of the young population. Given
that one of the primary goals of the country’s general population policies, is the spatial
and geographical redistribution of the population in line with biological capacity,
balanced distribution, and reduced population pressure, it is essential to prioritize
strategies that retain and attract populations in villages, border areas, and low-density

regions.

Managing internal and external migration in alignment with general population
policies requires formulating and implementing appropriate mechanisms. Therefore,
addressing the underlying conditions that drive migration desire, particularly among
youth, should not be marginalized but rather integrated as a central component of the

country’s new population policies.
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