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March 1, 2025 between the temperaments of national societies and their role in development, especially
the why and how of underdevelopment. Accordingly, the present study aims to address the
relationship between national character and development in the thoughts of thinkers,
relying on the foundations and concepts of political science. Methods: This study, with an
analytical approach and specifically based on the theoretical model of the sociology of
knowledge, examines the question of how, by applying the aforementioned model, one can
reflect on the thoughts of thinkers regarding the relationship between national character
and development. Results: It can be assumed that the sociology of knowledge, by
considering theoretical foundations and focusing on the relationship between social
realities (culture of society and social structure) on the one hand and the actions and
thoughts of individuals on the other, can present conceptual findings worth pondering
about the relationship between national character and development, especially the issue of
Development, underdevelopment, and even, as a trans-theoretical model, can cast doubt on the validity
underdevelopment, of many theories of development based on national character. Conclusion: Emphasizing
Sociology of knowledge, that the knowledge of thinkers and the theoretical actions of no thinker have arisen in a
National character. vacuum, it can be concluded that in theories related to the connection between national
character and development, the more one moves away from presenting arguments based
on the inherent elements of nations as well as the colonial interests of the respective states
of some thinkers and focuses on identity, historical, social, and structural reasons, the more
realistic findings will be presented regarding the moral characteristics of nations, and vice
versa.
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1. Introduction

"National character" as a controversial
variable has long been of interest to
scholars and has seen a range of staunch
supporters and opponents. In fact,
attributing a particular personality and
character to people belonging to a
particular nationality or ethnicity and
limited to independent territorial borders,
as well as the origin of such characters,
goes back to ancient Greece. Therefore,
the idea of the existence of specific
characters in an ethnic and national
community must be evaluated based on a
remarkable and long-standing tradition;
because numerous philosophers, leaders,
intellectuals, and social scientists have
followed it and commented on the
enduring moral characteristics in national
societies. This trend has also extended to
the modern era and philosophers such as
David Hume, Immanuel Kant, and John
Stuart Mill have spoken about it. On the
other hand, sometimes the idea of national
character is linked by theorists to the
successes and failures of countries and
nations and is considered the foundation
of progress or development and
regression or backwardness of different
nations. In some theories, this progress
and success among societies is presented
in the form of a concept called
development and concerning the moral
characteristics of nations. Commenting on
this controversial relationship by thinkers
continued in the twentieth century, and
the emphasis on the moral characteristics
of nations, despite criticism, continued
after World War II and is more or less
raised in the new century. In
contemporary Iran, too, due to the
prominent presence of the ideal of
achieving  development and  the

continuous movement of the causes of
backwardness by the elite, the view of the
Iranian character has been a common
topic of discussion for at least the last
century and a half. Therefore, considering
the important question raised regarding
how to reflect on the thoughts of thinkers,
in general, regarding the connection
between character and development, this
research will attempt to examine the
extent to which the knowledge of some of
those who believe in the aforementioned
connection has been formed and to
analyze the dependence of such thoughts
on the situation and also the knowledge of
the thinkers.

2. Methods

In this study, an attempt will be made to
examine the extent to which some of those
who believe in the link between national
character and development have formed
their knowledge by applying the tools of
the sociology of knowledge and analyzing
the dependence of such ideas on the
situation and knowledge of the thinkers.
Thus, in this study, with an analytical
approach, the question is examined as to
how one can reflect on the thoughts of
thinkers regarding the relationship
between  national character and
development by applying the theoretical
model of the sociology of knowledge.

3. Results

What can be said about the
aforementioned theories from the
perspective of the sociology of knowledge
is that the self-orientalist approaches
(assuming that their intentions do not
agree with those of most orientalists) are
based on ideological cognition and, rather
than knowledge being based on reasoning
and rationality, are based on a priori
beliefs and assumptions and are
dependent on the situation. This is in no
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way a denial of Western development or
the backwardness of some Eastern
countries, but rather a criticism of the way
of thinking of Eastern thinkers in
unsubstantiated attributing backwardness
solely to the character of their respective
nations.

4. Conclusion

The truth is that the factors determining
the moral qualities and behavioral
character of nations are so complex that
proving their existence is accompanied by
considerable uncertainty .What was

presented in this study was a look at
several schools of thought that believe in
the solidarity and connection between
national character and development. In all
these schools and changes that have
formed in the process of tending to
different approaches, the recognition of
thinkers towards various elements,
including the nature of development,
definitions of national character,
dominant intellectual currents of the time,
and even their intentions in proposing
these theories, have played a role in the
emergence of these theories. One of the
signs of this influence is the significant
decline of theories that believe in the
connection between national character
and development based on race, resulting
from the discrediting of racial approaches
in the twentieth century, especially after
World War II, and also the achievement of
development by nations of different races
throughout the world. Another sign is the
more or less tangible continuation of
orientalist and self-orientalist approaches,
due to the existence and continuation of
colonial interests on the one hand and the
tendencies and attachments of some
thinkers to Western development models,
considering development in the West as

inherent and wultimately the lack of
sufficient search for similar elements in
non-Western traditions on the other. The
importance of criticizing such approaches
is because self-orientalist ideas such as
despotism or Eastern authoritarianism
provide the opportunity for conservative
and fundamentalist forces in some
countries to deny the possibility of
reforming matters and resort to
suppressing any change by attributing
despotism to the mentality of the
community under their domination and
sovereignty. Therefore, although the
following reflection was merely an attempt
at a sociological analysis of the thinkers'
knowledge on the subject wunder
discussion, what emerges from the idea
that governs this research is that the
sociology of knowledge model, concerning
theoretical foundations and focusing on
the connection between social realities on
the one hand and the intellectual actions
of individuals on the other, and also
emphasizing that the knowledge of
thinkers and the theoretical actions of no
thinker has arisen in a vacuum, can
present conceptual and theoretical
findings worthy of reflection on the
relationship between national character
and development, especially the issue of
underdevelopment, and to prevent biased
views in this area.
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% Charisma

4 Local knowledge

5 James Hamilton Charlesworth (1940- )

6 National Character in the Perspective of Political
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5> The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism
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! Empathy
2 Situationsgebundenheit
% Charles Henry Pearson (1830-1894)
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6 David Clarence McClelland (1917-1998)

"Report of the “Conference on Germany after the
War” (1945)
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! Jacques Le Goff (1924-2014)

2 Reinhard Bendix (1916-1991)

3 Facts

4 Charles Wright Mills (1916-1962)
5 Collective Behavior
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5 Self-Orientalism
6 Edward Wadie Said (1935-2003)
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! Ezra Feivel Vogel (1930-2020)
2 Douglas Edison Harding (1909-2007)
3 Henry Hamilton Fyfe (1869-1951)
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! Self-Orientalizing
2 Johannes Justus Rein (1835-1918)
¥ Western Ideas
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