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1. Introduction

Environmental destruction and climate change are the source of the most important
threats to human health, access to vital resources and basic human rights. In order to
achieve a healthy and pollution-free environment, the widespread participation of all
specialties in the international, regional, national and even individual fields is an
undeniable necessity. Social work as a profession rooted in human rights and social
justice can play an important role in human rights and social and environmental
justice issues. In addition to ameliorating the consequences of environmental
injustices, social workers have a moral and professional responsibility to go beyond
and prevent further environmental degradation and promote sustainable
environmental practices.

Research Question(s)

From an epistemological point of view, how has the environment and environmental
crises been considered in the intersection with social work theories? Methodologically,

* Corresponding Author: mshrahnama@gmail.com

Environment and sustainable development in social work theory and practice: a
systematic review

How to Cite: Rahnama Komamardakhi, M; Zokaei, M. S; Parvin, S; Maarefvand, M.
(2023). Environment and sustainable development in social work theory and
practice: a systematic review , Journal of Social Work Research,10(37). 209-253.

Accepted: 5/3/2024  Original Reserch

Received: 30/10/2023 Review: 1/1/2024

ISSN: 2476-6399

eISSN: 2476-6380



The Quarterly Journal of Social Work Research | Vol. 10 | No. 37 | Automn 2023 | 210

how has the environment and environmental crises been used in the practice of social
work?

2. Literature Review

2.1.

Safdarabadi Farahani and Maarifvand (2013) in a research entitled "Environmental
Social Work" have made a systematic review of the studies conducted outside of
Iran in the field of social work and its interventions in the field of environment.
They suggest ways for social workers to intervene in the issues of global warming
and climate change, production of toxic substances and waste, pollution of air, soil
and water, and extinction of species at micro, medium and macro levels.

2.2.

Molyneux (2010) in a study titled "Practical realities of social work: a literature
review" examines the contemporary literature on the link between social and
environmental justice and the relationship between environmental justice and social
work. The need to create an alliance with other professions, return to the active roots
of social work, the introduction of social ecological work in social work education,
are frequent topics in the literature.

3. Methodology

In this study, using the systematic review method, current approaches and theories,
skills and interventions of social work in the field of environment and its crises and
sustainable development have been investigated. The statistical population of this
study includes scientific articles published in the period of 2000-2023 with the topic
of social work and environment. The search strategy, screening and selection of
articles were carried out based on the criteria of the Prisma guide, and finally 89
articles met the criteria for inclusion in this study. In reviewing the articles,
theoretical approaches in the intersection of social work and environment were
introduced, and in response to the second question of this study, the activities and
practical interventions mentioned in the articles were coded with thematic analysis
method.

4. Conclusion

The data of these articles were extracted in two parts: theoretical approaches and
practical interventions of social work in environmental issues and sustainable
development. Conceptualizations and different approaches such as social-ecological
approach, green social work, deep ecological social work show conceptual inflation
in the epistemological field of the relationship between social work and the
environment. All approaches imply expanding the scope of the environment from
social and cultural to environment and nature and recognizing the place of man as a
part of nature. Environmental sustainability includes interventions to protect the
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natural environment from degradation and adopt solutions to address ecological and
social problems that are related to the ontological principles of "interdependence
between humanity and the natural world" and recognize the limits of economic
growth. Among other common features of these approaches is their criticism of the
current production method and questioning the structures, values, beliefs and ways
of modern social life, which lead to social injustices through materialism,
consumerism, humanism, oppression and exploitation of people and the planet. and
environmental leads, therefore, emphasize the fair and sustainable use of resources
to promote the well-being of all.

From a practical point of view, the practical activities of social work in the field of
environment have a multifaceted nature and include activities for direct and indirect
improvement of the environment through activities such as mobilizing and
organizing communities, increasing environmental awareness regarding
environmentally friendly behaviors and reducing the environmental footprint,
climate change effects. The procedure of social work to deal with environmental
issues and sustainable development includes: improving and protecting the living
environment and developing infrastructure and physical facilities and ensuring
participation and empowerment through organizing and mobilizing people. In
dealing with environmental issues, social workers have gone beyond the
conventional activities of social work and have taken a political stance towards
social change.

Changing lifestyles and adopting social ecological innovations are examples of
social workers' practical actions in adopting a critical approach to environmental
crises and related issues. The results of this study show that there are currently a
wide range of methods in social work to deal with environmental issues and
sustainable development, it is enough for social workers to change their perspective
and look at issues from a social ecological lens. On the other hand, understanding
the local connections between social and environmental issues and developing
solutions to complex issues such as climate change requires the creation of
partnerships and networks that bring together knowledge and skills from different
disciplines and provide effective advocacy for changing current policies.

Keywords: Eco-Social Approach, Green Social Work, Environmental Justice,
Sustainable Development, Systematic Review.
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1. The ecologically centred approach
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1. Ecological Change

2. Eco-social justice

3. Exclusion and Integration
4. Eco Social Work

5. Anthropo-Centric Focus
6. Eco-Centric Focus
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1. EcoSpiritual Social Work Perspective
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