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Introduction

Today, the spread of dependency on drugs in the national and international scope
imposes a lot of costs on governments, and it is essential to carry out social and legal
research to reduce these costs. Based on the evidence, drug abuse has many harmful
social effects, so that social pathologists have considered it as the root of other social
deviances and crimes. In addition, policies related to drug abuse are controversial as
well. Despite the documents of the development plans, which focus on fighting
against drugs and presenting policies in this line, drug abuse is still one of the most
significant social pathologies of the country. This research uses a macro and
structural perspective to answer the following questions. What is the state of fighting
against drug addiction in Iran? What are the causal and background conditions of
drug addiction in Iran? Furthermore, the research compares Iran with some other
countries to reveal the weaknesses and strengths of fighting against drug addiction in
Iran.
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significant social pathologies of the country. This research uses a macro and
structural perspective to answer the following questions. What is the state of fighting
against drug addiction in Iran? What are the causal and background conditions of
drug addiction in Iran? Furthermore, the research compares Iran with some other
countries to reveal the weaknesses and strengths of fighting against drug addiction in
Iran.

Methodology

The research has made use of the secondary analysis method. Secondary analysis is
employed when the data are scattered and not collected as a unit series (Baker,
2011). The written documents and the existing statistics available in international
organizations such as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and
the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the Office on Drugs in Iran
(ODI), books related to drug abuse, resources related to government policy-making
on development plans, and finally, the Statistical Center of Iran (SCI) have been
employed to answer the questions.

Results

The findings were analyzed in four segments including comparing the situation of
drug abuse in Iran and other countries, drug abuse and some indicators of human
and welfare development, general policies in solving the problem of drug abuse in
Iran and the world, and finally the dynamics of the drug market in the world.
According to the statistics of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), Iran ranks second in opium consumption after Afghanistan. The drug
abuse indicators in this research were urbanization growth, social justice, corruption
perception index, social capital, and security. Despite Iran being at the top of the
table in the consumption of drugs, the production and consumption of psychedelics
have also increased in recent years. Therefore, Iran has turned into one of the five-
highest countries in the consumption of psychedelics. Consequently, the spread of
drug abuse in Iran has caused the solutions to remain insoluble.

Conclusion

Based on the explanations and documents related to the prevalence of drug abuse in
developed and developing countries, it can be supposed that the subsistence
situation, accessibility, and strategic conditions in society are the determinant factors
influencing the type of drug abuse. In addition, the research showed that drug abuse
is increasing in Iran and the world, and psychedelics are dominant over drug abuse.
In this path, policies based on fighting the reduction of supply and demand of drugs
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just increase the costs of drug addiction in society if they don’t consider
strengthening the economic and social infrastructure of the society. Therefore, the
policy-making experiences of countries with low drug abuse show that solving drug
abuse requires culturalization and strengthening of the socio-economic foundation of
the society. In other words, fighting against causes not effects.

Keywords: Drug Abuse, Psychedelics, Social Pathology, Policy Making,
Development Indicators
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Fig. 67. Countries reporting the highest meth-
amphetamine seizures, 201 0-2011
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