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The biodiversity in Iran has raised difficult questions for researchers about how to understand
and interact with this vast and rugged plateau. Furthermore, we are witnessing a separation of
natural and social studies and research from each other. This divergent approach has made the
aforementioned questions more difficult. Ethnic diversity is one of the important branches in
social discussions that reflects the texture and composition of the community life on the
Iranian Plateau.[Considering the continuity of the natural and social domains, the main
question of the article is: How can ethnic diversity, as a bioecological and territorial
characteristic of the country, bring about social cohesion and territorial integrity? The main
hypothesis is based on the reality of the connection between the natural and social spheres and
the antiquity of life on the land. Thus, understanding ethnic diversity depends on identifying
and analyzing the natural domain associated with it, namely habitat and settlement diversity.
Therefore, the relationship between social integration and ethnic diversity is not possible
without understanding ecological diversity. Considering the theoretical approach of the article,
the research method used is critical analysis. It is hoped that conceptual openness will be
achieved in the field of Iranian ethnographic studies and research by relying on a socio-
ecological approach. Therefore, ecological diversity has been proposed as a conceptual basis
for understanding the characteristics and changes of Iran's diverse land, especially ethnic
diversity.
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