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Article Info ABSTRACT

Child labor is a widespread phenomenon in many big cities of the world. But in the meantime,
some small cities are also experiencing this phenomenon. The desert city of Meybod, with its
Research Article Special history, in the heart of Iran, witnessing this phenomenon. With a population of 100,000
people, Meybod has a large number of immigrants and is experiencing rapid social, cultural
and economic changes. The growth of immigration and the experience of rapid changes have

Avrticle type:

Article history: occurred due to unbalanced industrial development in the last decade. The result of this
Received: 1 - 8 — 2023 situation is the expansion of the social consequences of this process, including the appearance
Received in revised form: of working children in this small town. For this reason, in this research, an attempt has been
20-2-2024 made to study working children at the intersection of unbalanced industrialization and the large
Accepted: 19 - 4 - 2024 body of immigrants. This research has tried to use methodological pluralism with a pragmatist
Published online: paradigm by using of critical ethnography with the Carspecken approach. In the meantime, by
14 - 5 - 2024 using participatory and non-participatory observations, initial reconstruction was done in the

data, and then dialogue-oriented data was collected with in-depth interviews. The main
categories extracted from these interviews were presented in the form of categories including
the solidarity of working children and the growth of industries, the spread of fake jobs,
organized context, children's emotional labor, family exploitation, instrumentalization and
traumatization, the cracked city, and the law in a coma. The results showed that working

Keywords: children are at the intersection of excessive immigration and unbalanced industrial
working children, unbalanced development. In this way, they can be considered the most marginal and vulnerable group,
industrial development, who do not get any share from the cake of economic growth, do not have childhood period and
migration, critical have painful lived experiences. In fact, they are the ones who bear the consequences of
ethnography, Maybod unbalanced industrialization and their weak families with their small shoulders.
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