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Introduction

Today, our country is grappling with various issues and problems in various fields,
and these issues, considering the dynamic environmental changes and the increasing
complexity and fierce competition, cannot be solved with past measures and
strategies, but rather require new methods that depend on innovation, invention,
creation of new products or services, processes and methods. In these circumstances,
entrepreneurship is highly needed in a multi-faceted interaction, both in the concept
of creating employment, and in the concept of creating transformation through
innovations and improving processes, and as a key factor in economic growth and
development.

In Iran, attention to entrepreneurship and innovation has been considered
simultaneously with the Fourth Development Plan. In fact, the economic, social, and
cultural conditions of Iran have become such that it requires attention to solving
problems and bottlenecks in the present and future. Politicians in the nation are
forced to consider a dependable source of energy other than oil due to a number of
issues, and that source will undoubtedly be entrepreneurship.

However, despite the adoption of various policies, there are still numerous obstacles
to entrepreneurship in Iran. According to an international report in 2019, Iran ranked
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64th out of 137 countries in the entrepreneurship index and 11th out of 14 countries
in the Middle East and North Africa, which indicates the unfavorable state of
entrepreneurship. The focus of research conducted in Iran has been more on the
micro and medium levels and less attention has been paid to macro factors.
However, from a sociological perspective, the structural prerequisites for
entrepreneurship must first be in place. Macro factors, with their significant role in
policymaking and policy creation, both directly affect entrepreneurship and have
significant indirect effects on entrepreneurship through their extensive effects on the
micro and medium sectors. Therefore, in this article, we seek to examine macro
factors and determine whether these factors are limiting or enabling in Iran.

Literature Review

The word entrepreneurship has its roots in the French language and means to
commit. By examining the theories in the field of entrepreneurship, they can be
divided into three general approaches: psychology, sociology, and economics.
Psychologists pay more attention to the categories of education and culture.
Economists have paid attention to issues such as free trade, competition, free
markets, and property rights. Meanwhile, sociologists have taken a more societal
view of the factors affecting entrepreneurship and have listed political, economic,
social, and cultural structures as factors affecting entrepreneurship. However, by
examining the research conducted, we find that most research in the field of
entrepreneurship is at the micro and medium levels and less attention has been paid
to the macro levels. Furthermore, research at the macro level has taken a reductionist
view and has only paid attention to one structure. Therefore, this research has paid
attention to all macro areas.

Materials and Methods

In this study, a comparative-quantitative research method consisting of three steps
was employed. Thus, data related to the research variables for a wide range of 132
countries were gathered and examined using the secondary analysis approach. The
first step involved classifying the various nations into six categories: The Middle
East and North Africa, Western and English-speaking Europe, Eastern Europe, Asia,
Africa, and Latin America; these regions were then compared concerning their
entrepreneurial environments. In this step, the unit of observation was the countries,
and the unit of analysis was the regions. In the second step, the relationship between
the dependent variable and the independent variables was examined and analyzed,
and the effect of macro factors on entrepreneurship was examined using stepwise
multiple linear regression. The unit of observation and analysis in the second and
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third steps were the countries. In this study, SPSS software was used to analyze the
data. Finally, in the third step, by combining the independent variables, the impact
of each area was examined by combining the four macro variables: political,
economic, cultural, and social.

Results

The findings of the study narrate the unfavorable situation of entrepreneurship in
Iran. Therefore, the necessary conditions must be provided for entrepreneurship
development in Iran. These conditions are relevant in four political, cultural,
economic, and social areas. According to the research, there is a strong relationship
between entrepreneurship and political factors such as good governance, democracy,
and the rule of law. The existence of democracy provides the conditions for the
establishment of good governance, and when good governance based on the rule of
law exists, it creates an appropriate platform for entrepreneurs and economic
activists. The favorable situation of entrepreneurship in Western European and
English-speaking countries confirms this. In the economic field, the results of the
study indicate a strong relationship between entrepreneurship and lack of corruption,
property rights, and economic freedom. Social networks and trust are closely related
to entrepreneurship in the social sphere. Interpersonal relationships and
collaboration are facilitated by the presence of trust and social networks. Finally, the
findings of the study indicate a strong relationship between cultural factors and
entrepreneurship. Comprehensive and appropriate education provides the necessary
human resources; and values lead individuals toward innovative and entrepreneurial
activities, preparing them to accept change and transformation.

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, Structural Factors, Political Factors, Social Factors,
Cultural Factors, Economic Factors
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