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Introduction

Social entrepreneurship is one of the most recent topics in the field of
entrepreneurship, along with organizational entrepreneurship and other types of
entrepreneurship, which have received attention in scientific circles in recent years.
This research was conducted with the aim of identifying and prioritizing the
obstacles to the development of social entrepreneurship in the provinces of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari and based on a qualitative method.

Literature Review

One of the challenges of facing the issue of social entrepreneurship is the ambiguity
caused by different definitions in this field, which has been tried to be clarified in
some studies. Moghimi (2003) while examining different definitions of social
entrepreneurship has concluded that society needs to increase its social capital to
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ensure development and progress in addition to strengthening financial capital, and
social capital can also be increased by social entrepreneurs. Dehdashti and Abdul
Ali (2012) listed two basic challenges for every social entrepreneur: doing the right
things (strategic marketing) and doing them right (operations); Another important
research that has been conducted in the field of factors affecting social
entrepreneurship is the research of Noorpour et al (2020). In their study titled
"Identifying and Ranking Factors Affecting Social Entrepreneurship (in Iranian
Non-Profit Organizations)," they categorized the factors into four general categories:
driving factors in the startup stage, strategic factors, environmental driving factors,
and organizational factors. After analyzing the hierarchy in the order of strategic
factors, driving factors in the start-up stage, organizational factors, and finally
environmental driving factors were introduced as the hierarchy of factors affecting
social entrepreneurship in government organizations.

Materials and Methods

Accordingly, first, by conducting a semi-structured interview with the managers of
the province's NGOs, the obstacles to the development of social entrepreneurship
were identified, and in the next step, the identified factors were ranked using the
fuzzy hierarchical analysis method. The statistical population of this research was 74
managers of the schools of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province, from which a
random sample of 20 was selected for the interview and a random sample of 40 was
selected for the rating questionnaire.

Results

The results of the research showed that the non-cooperation of the government and
government agencies is the first factor, the lack of awareness of social
entrepreneurship among the people is the second factor, and the factors of people's
lack of acceptance of entrepreneurial plans and people's lifestyles and their mental
barriers ranked next. In this research, despite the important thematic differences with
the current research, some effective factors in social entrepreneurial activities have
been identified, and accordingly, the informal institutional factor of "social
networks" and the official institutional factor of "support mechanisms" have
received the highest priority. The majority of interviewees found the ease of
obtaining a license, the government's support for social institutions, the existence of
laws related to social institutions, and the government's trust in social institutions
effective in implementing social entrepreneurial activities, but they have emphasized
that they have been deprived of these supports in the implementation of their social
entrepreneurial activity. This conclusion is most consistent with the results of the
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present study, which considered the lack of cooperation of the government and
government agencies to be the most important obstacle to the development of social
entrepreneurship.

Discussion and Conclusion

As it is clear, the research result is not fully consistent with the research hypothesis,
of course, there are behavioral factors and social attitudes among the listed
obstacles, however, the most important factor in the development of social
entrepreneurship in non-governmental organizations in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
province, which the results of this research show, is the non-cooperation of the
government and government agencies, which did not have a place among the
research hypotheses. Facilitating the provision of licenses to social entrepreneurial
activities and their financial support, holding training workshops for activists of non-
governmental organizations, and also creating a culture among people for the desire
for collective activities by public media are among the solutions to remove obstacles
to the development of social entrepreneurship in NGOs in Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari province. Therefore, it is not far-fetched to expect that the non-
governmental organizations of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province will also expect
more material and moral support from the government and government agencies in
the field of social entrepreneurship development. Of course, according to most of the
trustees of non-governmental organizations in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province,
some government agencies not only do not facilitate social entrepreneurial activities,
but because of a sense of competition with these organizations, they obstruct their
activities and use their power tools to prevent their activities. Education and
Training, Relief and Welfare Committee, and Sports and Youth Administration are
the agencies that the activists of non-governmental organizations in Chaharmahal
and Bakhtiari province complain about the most.
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