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Introduction

Nowadays, policy-making for the transformation and development of the structure
and content of educational systems is considered essential for the overall
development and transformation of society in the eyes of development-oriented
thinkers and rulers. They believe that development depends on the transformation of
the thoughts and behavior of each individual in society, that is, cultural
transformation, and appropriate system building. But the important question is, how
can the education system take such modern requirements seriously and fulfill them?
In response to the above question, paying attention to the element of "knowledge
and its management" as the most important aspect of knowledge promotion and
distribution in the education system has become a fundamental matter. What kind of
knowledge is valuable for development has always been and continues to be a point
of contention for different approaches in the field of education. Examining some
experiences shows that the missing link of socio-economic development of societies
should be sought in the reconstruction of ideas, improvement of action processes,
and revision of cultural, educational, and economic policies. Global experiences in
this regard have shown the necessity of developing a developmental education
system more evident than ever. Therefore, the main questions of this research are:

a) What are the structural and content characteristics of a developmental education
system for Iran?

b) To what extent is the current education system of Iran compatible with
developmental education in comparison with the selected countries?
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In countries claiming to be developed, research on the structure and content of
developmental education is also an important concern. They have shown that the
inequality and inefficiency of the educational system, its distance from the ideals of
sustainable development, and the failure of national transformational plans in
education in these countries have caused them to lag behind the developmentist
education system. Accordingly, the current research led us to a new concept in the
literature related to development, which was the result of a kind of cultural turn in
this field. Because the path of development thought has been dominated by
paradigms in which "human beings and their capabilities and the centrality of
culture" have been marginalized. Based on the above insight, the three general
criteria of human empowerment are: 1- Freedom of choice; 2- social-educational
justice; and 3- Professional skill acquisition or acquisition of competence, which
have various identifiers.

Materials and Methods

This research is a qualitative and descriptive study that also has interpretative and
analytical dimensions. The need to understand the structural and content
components of the developmental education system dictated that we use the
documentary method and the data of the "Bardi" comparative method to show
concrete evidence. In the comparative method, we compared Iran's education system
case by case with countries (South Korea, Malaysia, and Turkey) that have
similarities with Iran in various aspects and are considered to be competitors in
Iran's development. The thematic technique based on analytical induction has been
used to analyze the collected data.

Results

An education system is considered development-oriented when it has been able to
incorporate elements of popular participation and collective wisdom into its
subsystems, such as the education system of South Korea and, to a lesser extent,
Malaysia and Turkey, to overcome centralization and create equal opportunities to
increase learners' choice. By focusing on the core criteria, merit selection, and skill
development in the content of each subsystem, they have provided the necessary
basis for learners to acquire individual and group competence through empowering
knowledge, skills, and effectiveness. These countries have been able to place good
human and financial resources at the service of education and related research
through the extensive participation of their society, utilizing domestic collective
wisdom and prominent foreign actors, utilizing historical, geographical, and cultural
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potentials, and large investments; unfortunately, this trend has become tragic for
Iran despite the emphasis on development prospects.

Conclusion

The distance between the executive dimension of educational policies, both in terms
of structural and content components, and the conceptual model of a developmental
education system is great. Although, to some extent, it is possible to establish a
theoretical concordance between the transformational documents and the nature of
macro-educational policies with some structural and content components in
development-oriented education systems; in many cases, the obvious contradiction
between these theoretical foundations and field reports indicates the lack of
desirability of Iran's education system with development-oriented components. The
insistence on correcting the planning system and the request of the political and
social elites to make fundamental changes in the education system have sometimes
been done without considering the institutional and political requirements, so the
desirable realization of developmental goals has faced numerous fluctuations.
Effective revival of the participatory process in the structure and content of all
education subsystems; strengthening the influential role of the Supreme Council of
Education; revision of the national curriculum in accordance with environmental,
cultural, and global requirements; evaluating the education system from two aspects,
measuring performance and setting goals for setting programs, which is an important
step in the efficiency of the education system, are essential matters. In the
meantime, it is important to pay attention to some possible obstacles to the
implementation of the aforementioned reforms, including the institutional-political
requirements, and overcoming the intolerant political culture that has always
increased the reform costs in a surprising and harmful way.

Keywords: Developmental Education, Developmental Reforms, Human
Empowerment, Educational Justice, Political Obstacles to Developmental Reforms
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