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Introduction

The Mafia or Werewolf game is a group reasoning game designed for more than 5 players. In this game, each participant assumes a
role and players compete as two groups: the mafia and the citizens. This game was chosen for this study due to its overlap with the
socio-political elements present in urban life. From this perspective, the game's structure—featuring an informed minority and an
unaware majority—offered insights that resonated with young people's perceptions of their societal realities. It is important to
clarify that our intention was not to impose a singular interpretation on reality or reduce society to mere gameplay. Rather, we
recognized that games could be viewed as social phenomena that both reflected and influenced social life, expressing societal
thoughts and underlying meanings. To date, there appears to be a lack of research focused on the dimensions of the Mafia game and
players' interpretations of its social elements, highlighting the need for this study. We currently lack insight into how young players
and spectators interpret the Mafia game. Therefore, we sought to answer the following questions: What interpretations do young
people have of the Mafia game? How do they understand its roles and actions in relation to social life?

Materials & Methods

This research employed a qualitative approach, primarily
utilizing the ethnographic method of interpretive
ethnography. The peer community was selected through a
snowball sampling technique. Data collection involved
observations using both emic and etic perspectives
complemented by in-depth interviews. Data analysis was
conducted through an interpretative lens, drawing on the
work of Julian M. Murchison. Given the limited theoretical
literature in this area, existing theories were occasionally
referenced for categorization. In the final stage, as not all
categories could be adequately explained by existing theories,
we formulated the final analysis with an interpretive focus
based on the categories themselves.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion
From the analysis, 8 main categories emerged. In relation to
the 1% research objective, the following 4 categories were

identified: the placelessness/timelessness of  global
entertainment, the game as a symbol of societal ideas distinct
from reality, the mafia as a sublimation of reality, and family-
oriented themes. For the 2™ objective, 4 additional categories
were extracted: the symbol of the modern man, the game
director, the executor of charismatic/rational authority within
the city, and the sanctity and de-sanctification of the
individual, along with the strategies governing interactions:
silence, consensus, and law. The findings indicated that there
were varied interpretations of the Mafia game, its roles, and
actions, which closely paralleled real-life experiences in
urban settings. Much like social life, the Mafia game
presented a landscape of diverse roles that were managed
according to individuals' positions and abilities. The elements
of the game reflected the nature of social interactions among
individuals in society. Young people interpreted the game in
ways that resonated with their perspectives and experiences
of life in their communities. Understanding these
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interpretations could enhance our comprehension of the
socio-political views held by young people regarding their
actual roles and actions in society.

Consequently, the Mafia game provided a valuable
opportunity for research within the social sciences. The
presence of various socio-political archetypes in the game
offered a rich context for understanding the actions and
interpretations of different groups across diverse economic,
social, political, and cultural landscapes. What strategies did
these groups prefer when confronting challenges? How did
they navigate conflicts of interest? Did they reach mutual
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understanding? Was there a perceived need for a controlling
figure to manage the city within the collective unconscious?
Or did ongoing criticism of power compel groups to assume
responsibility and collaborate, thereby legitimizing rational-
legal authority? For these reasons, the Mafia game served as
an apt space for exploring socio-political issues both in the
global arena and within specific societies.

Keywords: Ethnography, Game, Mafia Game, Youth,
Interpretive Approach.
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Fig 1- Examining roles and functions in a night game (Esfahan cafe)
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Figs 2- Use of masks during game night to conceal roles
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Table 4-Concepts, main and subcategories in interpreting the roles and actions of the mafia game from the
perspective of youth
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Fig 4- Sign of Approval; in speaking turns, no one is allowed to interrupt. People can only react by approving or
disapproving (like and dislike).
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