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ABSTRACT

Numerous studies have examined the state of social sciences in Iran, with some exploring
theoretical foundations of these sciences by focusing on factors such as strengths or
weaknesses of intellectual traditions, tradition versus modernity challenges, and the tension
between "Western" and indigenous sciences. Others have concentrated on social
mechanisms of scientific production, analyzing institutional and organizational issues. While
these two approaches are not inherently contradictory, an excessive emphasis on either
caused a gap between formal analysis of social sciences and their substantive examination.
This article, employing the grounded theory, focuses on the status of social sciences in
academia, particularly in the field of sociology. The aim is to view academic social sciences
as a "field" and bridge the aforementioned gap by linking the content of knowledge
produced in Iran's academic social sciences with the mechanisms of its production. The
primary issue addressed is mapping the characteristics of the academic field, with a focus on
its rules, standards, positions, capitals, and mechanisms for value creation. To achieve this,
the study also considers social sciences beyond the academic field to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the field as a whole. The analysis emphasizes the distribution of rent
among positions and the specific forms of differentiation within a field shaped by the
dynamics of a limited access order.
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INTRODUCTION

This article analyzes the state of social sciences in Iran, focusing on
the academic field, particularly sociology. Social sciences in Iran
have consistently faced challenges such as weak intellectual
traditions, tensions between tradition and modernity, and the issue of
indigenizing knowledge. Some analysts argue that social sciences in
Iran are either inefficient or lack functionality. Furthermore, the
knowledge production system in this field is directly influenced by
the political and bureaucratic fields, resulting in institutional
weakness, fragmented discourses, and limitations in producing social
knowledge. This study employs Bourdieu’s field theory and Douglas
North's theory of access orders to explore and analyze the
characteristics of the academic field of social sciences in Iran.

PURPOSE

The primary objective of this study is to delineate the characteristics
of the academic field of social sciences in Iran and to identify the
impacts of political and economic fields on the mechanisms of
knowledge production. As a matter of fact, an attempt is made seek
how the political and bureaucratic fields influence the rules,
standards, and positions within the social sciences field and how these
impacts lead to specific structures in the production and reproduction
of knowledge. Moreover, the study aims to analyze the connections
between the academic field and other fields to identify the strengths
and weaknesses of the scientific system of social sciences in Iran.

METHODOLOGY

This is a qualitative research which has employed grounded theory as
a method. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews
with 49 participants, including faculty members, students, and
researchers in the field of social sciences from major universities in
Tehran. The interviewees were purposively selected and continued
until data saturation was achieved. Open and axial coding techniques
were used to analyze the data and extract the core concepts.
Additionally, the researcher’s lived experiences and analyses of
documents and previous studies in the field of Iranian social sciences
enriched the data.



FINDINGS
1. Dominance of Political Field over Academic Field

The findings indicate that the political field significantly dominates the
social sciences field. This dominance manifests through the imposition
of non-academic criteria for faculty recruitment and promotion, the
formulation of university-wide policies, and political interventions in
educational and research processes. Many interviewees highlighted the
direct involvement of political institutions in academic decision-making,
which undermines academic independence.

2. Isolation of Social Sciences Field

The social sciences field in Iran maintains limited connections with
other social and economic fields. This isolation weakens the position
of students and academics in their interactions with the political and
economic fields. Additionally, weak international collaborations and
limited engagement with global academic communities further
diminish the influence of this field.

3. Lack of Capital

The findings reveal that most members of the academic social sciences
field possess limited economic, social, and cultural capital. The
combination of low economic capital and high cultural capital creates a
class with restricted capacity for social influence. This situation not
only exacerbates inequalities in accessing academic resources but also
reduces motivation for participation in scholarly activities.

4. Weak Scientific Networks and Research Collaborations

The analysis shows that academic interactions in the social sciences
field are minimal. The lack of joint research projects, insufficient
ongoing communication between faculty and students, and limited
opportunities for scholarly exchange are major contributing factors.
Formal events, such as thesis defenses and seminars, are often
ritualistic and lack substantive academic depth.

5. Misallocation of Resources and Unrelated Capital

The academic social sciences field, influenced by political and
economic fields, has become a space for misallocation of resources.
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Many research grants are awarded to individuals lacking academic
qualifications, while deserving researchers are overlooked. This
misallocation leads to inequalities in resource distribution and a
decline in the quality of academic research.

CONCLUSION

This text provides a critical analysis of the state of social sciences in
Iran, particularly sociology, drawing on the ideas of Charles Wright
Mills. It argues that much of the research in this field is influenced by
grand theories and abstract empiricism, which focus on statistical data
without solid theoretical grounding, leading to a situation of
"theoretical inflation and practical stagnation."

The analysis emphasizes the role of competition for capital and
position in shaping academic discourses and social fields. It also
discusses how political interference and the process of securitization
in Iran influence the distribution of rent, impacting educational and
research practices. These interventions encourage the creation of
networks and the support of individuals who distance themselves
from practical competition.

The text further highlights the interaction between habitus and
discourses within these fields and their effect on the production of
theories and knowledge. Ultimately, it suggests that despite
challenges, social sciences in Iran have made some progress, yet the
broader environment of rent-based access limits the potential for
substantial transformative change, reducing intellectual output to "a
little bit of everything” in the hope of maintaining fragile stability
without escalating violence.

NOVELTY

The study's primary innovation lies in its combination of Bourdieu’s
and North's theoretical frameworks to analyze the academic social
sciences field in Iran. This theoretical synthesis enables an in-depth
examination of the effects of limited access orders and power
relations on the mechanisms of the social sciences field. Unlike
previous research, which predominantly relied on theoretical or
institutional analyses, this study adopts an interdisciplinary approach
to provide a more comprehensive understanding of the challenges



facing social sciences in Iran. Additionally, the article offers solutions
for improving the academic field through institutional reforms and
enhancing academic independence.
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