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Extended abstract:

Background and Introduction: Al-Ma’arri, the blind poet of the Fatimid Ca-
liphate in Egypt and author of numerous works, remains one of the most prom-
inent literary figures in the Islamic world. When we examine his writings-cen-
turies after their creation-and study how others have interpreted them, we
discover that the core driving force behind his work is a profound humanistic
vision. Despite facing harsh criticism during his lifetime, often being labeled as
eccentric or isolated, his writings consistently reflect themes such as universal
love, humanity, vegetarianism, and a critical view of organized religion. These
values, though controversial in his time, are now recognized as deeply philo-
sophical and progressive. To ground our research in a clear and solid example,
we focus on translating and analyzing his seminal work, Risalat al-Ghufran
(The Epistle of Forgiveness), to shed new light on his intellectual legacy.
Research Objective: Our aim is to explore the genius of Al-Ma’arri and
demonstrate, through intuitive and philosophical analysis, how his worldview
aligns with the principles of Ishraqi (Illuminationist) thought. By introducing
this perspective, we hope to present a richer, more nuanced understanding of
his imagination and to inspire deeper appreciation of similar visionary figures.
Ultimately, this research contributes to a broader national and global revalua-
tion of classical thinkers who offer enduring insight into the human condition.
Methodology: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, with a par-
ticular focus on Joseph Campbell’s “Hero’s Journey” framework. While Camp-
bell’s model emphasizes symbolic and external elements of the hero’s path,
we apply it to delve into the inner dimension of Al-Ma’arri’s intellectual and
spiritual journey. Accordingly, our methodology is both qualitative and practi-
cal, aimed at presenting Al-Ma’arri not as a controversial or fraudulent figure,
but as a legitimate visionary whose work deserves scholarly attention and rein-
terpretation.

Key Findings: Our research reveals that Al-Ma’arri represents a truly enlight-
ened individual who blends intuition with intellectual rigor. Through a renewed
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and original reading of The Epistle of Forgiveness, we identify multiple paths
to salvation that transcend historical and religious boundaries. His work antic-
ipates modern humanistic concerns, presenting a philosophy that is both time-
less and radically inclusive.

Conclusion: In conclusion, by dispelling myths and clarifying misconceptions
surrounding Al-Ma’arri, we align him with other mystical-philosophical fig-
ures such as Suhrawardi and Dhul-Nun al-Misri. Their collective contributions
point to the possibility of reaching a state of illumination (eshraghism), through
which art and literature are no longer understood superficially, but as profound
expressions of epistemology and the soul. Such a perspective not only enriches
our understanding of artistic traditions but also elevates the spiritual and philo-
sophical dimensions of culture.

Keywords: Al-Ma’arri, poetry, Islam, eshraghism, Joseph Campbell, soul of
art.
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