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Abstract

Introduction: The educational system of every society is responsible for
planning and implementing measures to develop the diverse talents of stu-
dents-talents that reflect their God-given existential capacities-so that the
true meaning of education, defined as the balanced and harmonious develop-
ment of learners, can be realized. It is assumed that schools should consider
these diverse talents in a balanced and coordinated manner. In this regard,
one of the most important goals and functions of the educational system is
the growth and development of students’ artistic and aesthetic capacities and
talents, which is generally referred to as art education.

Art education facilitates learners’ cognitive and scientific development and
contributes to achieving goals in various cognitive, emotional, and skill-based
domains. In addition, art and art education provide individuals and members
of society with a unique perspective and insight, as well as positive and elevat-
ed behavioral, moral, and social characteristics. These qualities enable mean-
ingful and effective participation in the various dimensions of life and, at the
macro level, contribute to the formation of a healthy society. Art also supports
the achievement of goals such as fostering a connection with nature, promot-
ing harmony between humans and the natural world, stimulating artistic pro-
duction, developing familiarity with the history and cultural heritage of both
domestic and international art, and encouraging critical engagement with art.
In light of the above, examining the fundamental question of to what extent
art and art education receive attention in schools-and identifying the obsta-
cles and challenges in this area-can lead to a deeper understanding of the
current situation and help provide the necessary foundation for implementing
reforms and improvements in art-related educational activities.

Research Objective: The main objective of this qualitative research is to
explain and document the position of art and art education within the coun-
try’s educational system and to identify the challenges it currently faces. To
achieve this goal, the primary research question is: “What is the current status
of art implementation and teaching in a first-year secondary school?”
Methodology: In this qualitative study, the evaluation method of “educational
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connoisseurshipandcriticism” proposed by Eisnerisemployed. Inthisresearch,
the authors aim to investigate the status of art and art education in the country’s
educational system by analyzing the school environment, the implementation of
educational programs, and theteaching ofartinthefirstyearofsecondary school.
Using this method, the current conditions and challenges of art and art edu-
cation are examined in depth through four stages: description, interpretation,
evaluation, and thematic analysis. Data were collected through observation,
photography, and interviews with school management, teaching staff, and
ninth-grade students, and subsequently organized and analyzed.

Key Findings: The most significant findings regarding the status of art and art
education in schools are as follows:

¢ The use of various artistic, visual, and aesthetic elements to decorate the educa-
tional environment.

* The absence of appropriate spaces dedicated to conducting art lessons.

* A lack of specialized teachers for art instruction in most schools, with teachers
from other subjects assigned to fulfill teaching quotas.

* Insufficient and inadequate equipment and resources for teaching art effectively.
Conclusion: The findings of this study indicate that, although an official art cur-
riculum exists in the form of'a codified textbook for junior high school, its practi-
cal implementation faces numerous constraints. These limitations result in the
underdevelopment and suppression of students’artistic and aesthetic potentials.
Based on both theoretical insights and empirical evidence, it is clear that art and
art-related activities in the country’s schools are hindered by various challenges
and structural obstacles. On one hand, these issues stem from epistemological
and theoretical perspectives at the macro-policy level that diminish the signif-
icance of art education in curriculum planning. On the other hand, the general
neglect of art by educational decision-makers, the shortage of trained human
resources, and inadequate facilities have collectively marginalized this subject.
As a consequence, art has been relegated to an undervalued and neglected
part of the curriculum in many schools and educational institutions. From
this perspective, in order to accurately assess and improve the status of art
education, it is essential that policymakers, school administrators, teachers,
principals, and parents recognize the importance of art as an independent and
essential component of the curriculum. In addition, schools should actively
promote awareness of artistic fields and trends among students to cultivate in-
terest in the arts. Farhangian University, as the principal institution responsi-
ble for teacher education in the country, should allocate sufficient quotas and
resources for training specialized art educators so that the subject is taught by
qualified professionals. Moreover, it is crucial for educational authorities to
address the lack of artistic facilities in schools and take the necessary steps to
equip educational institutions with the appropriate tools, resources, and tech-
nologies to support artistic and aesthetic activities.

Keywords: Art, art education, art activities, junior high school, art curriculum.
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1. Effectiveness& Efficiency

2. Sustainable Development

3. Human Capital

4. Artitic& aesthetic competencies
5. Art Education

6. Cognitive, Affective& Psycho-Motor

7. Educational connoisseurship and criticism

8. Elliot Eisner

9. Description

10. Explanation

11. Evaluation

12. Thematic

13. Semi-structured in-depth interview
14. Tolstoy

15. Perkins

16. Engelhart

17. Plato

18.Elliot Eisner

19. Essentialists

20. Instrumentalists
21.Traditional approach

22. Discipline approach
23.Production oriented approach

24. Gardner

25. The approach of receiving feelings and meaning

26.Brodie

27.The approach of cultivating intellectually privileged characters

28. The approach of aesthetic knowledge

29. Null curriculum
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