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Extended Abstract

Introducion: Paying attention to the issue of beauty and recognizing
it in most of the works of art and architecture in the world is one of the
most important issues that have been in the minds of artists to create
works of art from the ancient times to the contemporary period, and
also the attention of thinkers in various philosophical, religious and ar-
tistic fields. is placed. Titus Burkhardt is one of the thinkers who stud-
ied what, why and how the characteristics of Islamic art are with the
approach and thought of traditionalism, and in the meantime, he also
presented views about the category of beauty and aesthetics in Islamic
art and architecture, especially mosques.

Questions: The research questions are as follows: 1) How were the aes-
thetic characteristics of the architecture of the Vakil Mosque in Shiraz
during the Zand period determined according to Burckhardt’s views? 2)
Are all the structural features of Islamic mosques, according to Burck-
hardt’s views, included in the Vakil Mosque of Shiraz in the Zandiya
period?

Methods: This research is done in a descriptive-analytical way and the
data collection method is documentary (library). The purpose of this
research is to evaluate and analyze Burkhart’s ideas and views as one
of the traditionalist thinkers in relation to architectural aesthetics in the
Islamic world and to explain what and how the category of beauty is
an important feature in the architecture of the Vakil Mosque in Shiraz.
Results: The findings of the research are that, according to Burckhardt’s
views and theories, there are common characteristics in the architec-
tural aesthetics of Islamic mosques, such as symbolism, manifestation
of the principle of unity in plurality and plurality in unity, manifesta-
tion of the visual beauty of divine verses in the form of calligraphy
inscriptions in mosques, especially in the Vakil Mosque of Shiraz , can
be mentioned. Although most of the important aesthetic characteristics
of Islamic mosques, which are mentioned in Burckhardt’s opinion, are
also visible in the overall structure of the Vakil Mosque of Shiraz in
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the Zandiyeh period, But the Vakil Mosque of Shiraz lacks the two el-
ements of dome and minaret that were built in most mosques of the
Islamic period in Iran. Of course, the absence of these two items in the
Vakil Mosque of Shiraz does not diminish the spiritual and aesthetic
values of the mosque.

Keywords: Iranian art, Islamic art, Vakil Mosque, Shiraz, aesthetics,
Titus Burckhardt.
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