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Abstract

Ancient and traditional Indian performances are ritualistic enactments designed to
evoke rasa in the audience. The significance of these performances within the Indi-
an philosophical framework is so profound that dedicated texts have been written
to elaborate on the formation process of these performances and their constituent
elements, including stage props, set design, music, narrative structure, acting tech-
niques, and even the audience’s engagement with the performance. Given that the
purpose of performance in traditional societies extends beyond mere aesthetic en-
joyment, this article aims to explore the audience’s role in the creation of rasa as a
central principle of performance. It seeks to address the question: what is the rela-
tionship between the audience and the generation of rasa?

This qualitative study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, with data collected
from library sources and primary Indian texts. The findings indicate that in Indian
ritualistic performances, the audience is not merely a passive spectator but an ac-
tive participant in the enactment. Rooted in the holistic perspective of traditional
thought, these performances often dissolve the clear distinction between actor and
audience during certain moments. In fact, the audience’s actions during the perfor-
mance can influence the actors’ emotions, creating a reciprocal dynamic. Conse-
quently, the generation and perpetuation of rasa depend not only on the narrative,
stage elements, and actors but also on the active engagement of the audience as a
co-creator in the performance process.

Keywords: Rasa, Natyashastra, Perception of Artwork, Traditional Indian Theater
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3. Abhinavabharati
6. Bharatamuni

9. anubhavas

12. rasavat

1. rasa

4. aesthetic relish

7. sthayibhavas 8. vyabhicaribhavas

10. vibhavas 11. the essence of sentence
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15. vibhava anubhava 16. santimental

18. alaukika 19. laukika

21. feelings 22. artistically performed emotions
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2. Natya Sastra
5. ekaghanata

14. rasa haya
17. pretty art
20. emotions

24. ya evam 25. vidvan 26. svadyate

27. rasasvadana 28. ananda-cinmaya 29. lokottra

30. akhanda 31. svaprakasa 32. camatkara

33. brahmasvada- sahodara 34. Abhinavagupta (950-1016) 35. stheitaprajana
36. vighna 37. sadharanikerta 38. sahrdaya

39. a person of attuned heart
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41. ananda 42. pleasure 43. entheos= £€vBeog
44. filled with God 45. the God within 46. almighty

(D%e-PY AVAA 2LJ1) 10438 0186 yidin Wbl sl  FY
23550 b0l il paslye yo &S (uadie (LS 6 (uiz el glSud uade iyl soma . FA

49. Pramod Keshav Kale (1934-2013) 50. The Theatric Universe
(AYAPAY g)1) 1a5105,S days (S8, & 1y flow (5yLidl (slagys (s 18T.01

il (poesis) Guaday slewl sl (plabyi i sz pd |y dogas g dwy Glode Jh5 ol 5107
53. tal

s WS> g wils plas mudras .oF
dgzlgo plin dy aiiu (2y€ Ollopdnlis g ladiie pej 4 aS conl (515 (5)aLL 8ol L) (5)5LL (@3 suspension of disbelie .0
Bl ple job 4y bl slalzl jo aS e (T 5l Lol .aiS eSS cusly jl Gengs 3l yo ) 5lopho 8L aas e plosl Suslels sl b

(5 Gaaily (OFD AP JiS) s 053 p (55U (Bolyl) Bales i 5 s abgd (s
56. Ego

&lo Cuwygd

o riagidsyins (T Gl sladigas 4 a5 5 pliwl wis jo Ginlad yis slaolSiwls (W) Lyule oy Juclawwl «
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22059/jis.2016.59421 .\ -\ (¥) & ¢ jewlicii !

Uy 10l 18y s UM dozy3 400/ ey 0 ) \WAD) 2 ys0 0l «

3Sye eyl olygdigzslai Ol g Wbydlaz (g das3(WAY) caSo (sloliSilo gl



VEol ¢ liaancs . 49 bylois /575 ke Aaliuad

Doi 10.22034/theater2024477101089

9 il pgle o inmgin 103 12 Me (Sago doazy3 (W) LoygL g Lodolivfl oz uigizly s yio LiSoaSpse
i LSy 8 :0lye5 1y indl e s das o i Lidd ol LLGIOVAA S, izl «

il Sy e 1g)lasles gyus dooySiguda 95 0)90 1€ 9 (Gl ddaal8 Fy Gl WAY) g yw il SIal, «
NESEILPYN

9 bl cwi) ((WAY) Juad)lgl igogomo frymus (48 (6Ll tldyuamo oy Sdisu ) e (salopliagy «
DeA-A (YY) V 1 id (sliaiS dolilad (asid yid ciaSe 5o (i slayin

wywlisadliy (WA5) Joadllgl sogame i (48 Glab Ldjnane ‘Ql)jdi"z,;) tuaw i ologlag, «
URL: http://kimia- . £Y-VE (V) ¥ il cidgii- cale dolilad sain (iglad yo dwy 905 Gl (ol Jasllgiws
honar.ir/article-1-1312-fa.html

URL: Y-\ (V) F 0l dypeciings it inlod jo dowy y90b Sl (2l Josdlygiaws iyl ddliy d \WAF) o)lonsy (S «
https://quarterly.theater.ir/fa/117934

il o bl 5 4 s o o TIVAE) Sy yiSs

9553 (ool g i g da S B 4S9 4 (tiaw Hlo(WA) il solganl LogS «

e (bS8 2y lpe5 15y Lindl (lan 3 oy i JLE(\WAR) call) g »

* Borges, Jorge Luise (1962), Labyrinths, trans. James E. Irby. London: Penguin.

e Chaudhury, P. J (1965), The Theory of Rasa, Journal of Aesthetics and Art Critism, Vol. 24, No. 1,
Autumn, pp. 145-149.

e Dasariipa, Surendranath (1912), A Treatise on Hindu Dramaturgy edited by A. V. Williams Jackson,
New York, Columbia University Press, Volume 7.

* Gnoil, Raniero (1956), Aesthetic Experience according to Abhinavagupta, Rome, Series Oriental XI.
e Higgins, Kathleen Marie (2007), An Alchemy of Emotion: Rasa and Aesthetic Breakthroughs, The
Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, Volume 65, Issue 1, September 2007, Pages 43-54, https://
doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-594X.2007.00236.x

e Kale, Pramod (1974), The Theatric Universe: A Study of the Natyasastra. Boombay: Popular
Prakashan.

* Masson, J. L & M. V. Patwardhan (1969), Santarasa and Abhinavggupta’s Philosophy of Aesthetics,
Poona: B.O.R.I

e Sahitya Darpana or Mirror of Composition of Visvanatha: A Treatise on Poetical Criticism (1994),
trans. by J.R. Ballantyne, Pramada Dasa Mitra, Motilal Banarsidass Publishers Private Limited. Delhi.
e Singh Baghel, Virosh (2024), Theorising the Idea of Aesthetic Self in Abhinavagupta, Integrat-
ed Journal for Research in Arts and Humanities, Vol. 4 No. 4 (2024): July Issue. DOI: https://doi.
org/10.55544/ijrah.4.4.5

e Sunil, Princy (2005), Rasa in Sanskrit drama, the Indian of world literature in English, vol. 1, No. I-Jan.
o ST Caitanya-caritamrta (1975), His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Mad-
hya-lila, Vol. 8, Printed in the United States of America.

* Schweig, Graham M. & David Buchta (2010), Rasa Theory, Brill's Encyclopedia of Hinduism 2. Edit-
ed by Knut A. Jacobsen. Leiden: Brill.

e Zarrilli, Philip (1990), What Does It Mean to Become the Character: Power, Presence, and tran-
scendence in Asian In-body Disciplines of Practice, edited by Richard Schechner and Willia Apple,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp 48-131.

Yo



