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Abstract

The special attention of Muslims to the Holy Quran has led to changes and de-
velopments in how the word of revelation is written. These changes are visible in
book layout, calligraphy, the art of illumination, etc. The sanctity and holiness of
the Quran inevitably inspired those Muslims, especially Iranians who had highly
developed arts, to devote their talents to decorating it as beautifully as possible.
Historical reports indicate that Quran writing and decoration have been matters
of interest for Muslim caliphs and elders since the earliest centuries. Since Ibn
Nadim, in his book Al-Fihrist, names illuminators as Quranic scholars and in-
troduces several celebrities of this art, it can be concluded that illumination has
been considered a specialized art since the very first century. Secondly, religious
people have had a specific and distinguished position in society. Among the dif-
ferent designs and patterns used in illumination, spatialization and framing are
significant since the first aspect of the work that affects the viewer is the color
spaces separated by the framing. They also cause the viewer's eyes to turn to the
work by creating rhythm and harmony. Examples of spatialization were created
to separate different text parts, including verses. However, illuminators gradual-
ly learned the impact of this aspect on the beauty of the work and, over several
generations, sought to improve the quality of spatialization and framing in the
art of illumination. When the word framing is used among illuminators and art-
ists, one considers both framing concepts to define different color spaces and
the general and detailed forms and patterns that must be designed. Knowing this
meaning, this study attempts to clearly define technical terms like the template
as a general form of the work, spatialization in the sense of dividing the overall
work into various smaller parts and also framing in the sense of using various
lines and decorative patterns in spatialized boundaries, and then highlight the
differences between these terms. This study also examines the development of
the methods of spatialization and framing from the first century after Islam to
the middle of the 7th century AH, that is, the advent of the IL khans. This study
is conducted descriptively, collecting information from libraries, field observa-
tion, and photography documentation. The authors of this research try to provide
quantitative and qualitative results and answer the following questions: What
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was the evolution of spatialization in the Qurans of early Islam until the advent
of the IL khans (654 AH)? How are these spatializations framed, and what kind
of frames and forms do they have? The results of this study first suggest that
spatialization and framing play a vital role in the quality and beauty of Hlumi-
nation works because the first encounter of the viewer with the work is through
the spatialization and framing of various colored parts, after which other details
are determined.

After that, the development of spatialization and framing was studied, and it
was found that the first Qurans did not have spatialization and framing. The
first examples of spatialization, including designs such as the head of a surah,
khums, and Ashar, appeared as scattered islands on the pages of the Quran. The
first spatializations then organized these arrangements into a simple or patterned
table, like a rosary thread, and divided the page into two main sections: the text
and the margins. The space of the text usually had inscriptions on the top and
bottom, and even the central margin had no ornaments, and only occasionally
did motifs appear based on verses of the Quran. It has also been noted that the
Illumination motifs were more practical in these first 7 centuries and were de-
signed and executed to make it easier to accurately and easily read the Quran.
As for the framing methods, it was concluded that in this period, the first method
used tabulators, and almost simultaneously, the use of arabesques for framing
began. Somewhat later, frames with geometric knot patterns and artichoke pseu-
do-geometric frames were used, visually creating more splendid and complex
spaces. A basic method was introduced, which was later developed

Keywords: Illuminated Qurans, llluminated framing, Spatialization of illumina-
tion, Islamic book design
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