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Highlights:

Among the 35 international integrated indices related to the ranking of cities worldwide, Tehran has participated in only 8,
and its position has been unsatisfactory.
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Introduction: Urban ranking is one of the comparative urbanism approaches
that, despite the generalizing and homogenizing attitude it has toward all
cities—regardless of their diversity and differences—has become one of the
main agendas of those in charge of policymaking and the development of the
world's metropolises. In this way, they can secure the "best" position for
themselves in international rankings, improve their international image and
reputation, and ultimately achieve urban competitiveness in attracting
footloose capital, creative classes, and international events. Establishing the
perspective of "Tehran as a cultural, knowledge-based, and standard city in the
world of Islam" demonstrates the serious determination of development
managers to improve the global status of this metropolis. However, Tehran's
rank in international indexes, especially in recent years, has not been favorable
and is also declining (see Fig. 1).
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Figure 1. The average position of Tehran metropolis in selected global rankings
(a higher number indicates a more favorable situation) Research in
international arenas has identified the factors affecting the future positions of
cities in international rankings. However, no comprehensive research
quantitatively studies the future position of a specific city concerning these
factors. In 2006, Kelly et al.
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studied the future and scenarios of global cities in 2030 and acknowledged that future global cities are no longer based
on Sassen's definition of leading cities in knowledge-based and advanced economies, centers of multinational
companies, and control and command centers. Rather, sustainability will be one of the main indicators of globalization
and achieving a superior position. Characteristics of sustainable global cities include a sustainable urban economy,
sustainable urban society, affordable urban housing, a sustainable urban environment and ecosystem, sustainable
transportation, and democracy with citizen participation.

Methodology: The ranking of metropolises is conducted using a combined or composite index methodology. This
integrated index consists of a set of criteria and indicators designed to understand and explain complex and
multidimensional issues, such as the level of human development, competitiveness, sustainability, crisis management
capacity, gender inequalities, multiple deprivations, and other relevant factors. In other words, these indicators
evaluate the situation at macro levels of development and measure social, political, and economic issues in a combined
manner. They can be used to summarize complex issues and rank countries and other spatial units, such as regions and
cities. By utilizing all identified variables, the current conditions are reflected, and the overall distance from
measurable goals is assessed.Based on the proposed problem, the main agenda of the upcoming research is dedicated
to the future perspective of the situation and the future position of Tehran in international rankings, as well as the
factors affecting this situation. In this regard, the research will employ a "Correlational and Causality Research Design"
method to summarize the changes in Tehran's position in international rankings.Subsequently, by identifying the
driving and influencing forces behind the decline and rise of this metropolis, regression modeling will be applied to
analyze the relationship between Tehran's rank (as the dependent variable) and the factors affecting this position (as
independent variables). Finally, after establishing this relationship, the research will envision future scenarios to
depict the potential future situation.

Results: Out of 35 major global indices, Tehran actively participates in only eight, with limited or unreliable data
affecting its broader representation. Tehran’s global performance has been inconsistent: it improved steadily until
2017, followed by a decline through 2020. Two scenarios are proposed for its future trajectory:A gradual recovery to
2020 levels (optimistic). A decline to 2017 levels (pessimistic). To achieve improved rankings, Tehran must focus on
advancements in political and economic transparency, governance, employment, and innovation, alongside enhancing
urban diplomacy and ensuring consistent participation in global rankings. While broader political and economic
uncertainties present challenges, proactive urban management and the establishment of robust, publicly accessible
data systems can significantly enhance Tehran’s global standing.

Conclusion: The findings of the research predict two scenarios: an optimistic scenario of a slow and gradual rise to the
position achieved in 2020, and a pessimistic scenario of a decline to the position of 2017. Achieving the scenario of
improvement, however, requires enhancements in the macro indicators of the political economy and improvements in
the socio-cultural context of the region. This includes better employment conditions, the establishment of decent
governance, increased transparency and accountability, an improved business environment, economic security, and
the acceptance and flourishing of innovation—all of which extend beyond the current agendas of urban management
and urban diplomacy, thus affecting Tehran's ranking due to uncertainty and unknown variables.Nevertheless, causal
research indicates that the international commitment to effective urban management, marked by a consistent presence
in prestigious international rating assemblies and institutions, can make a significant difference. By providing and
continuously publishing a reliable database of urban indicators, improving relevant indicators, and strengthening
urban diplomacy, Tehran can enhance its position even in an unfavorable macro-political environment
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Model Summary

Adjusted R Std. Error of the
Model R R Square Square Estimate
1 .8602 .740 .567 2462929196
ANOVAD

Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
1 Regression 103.698 4 25.925 4.274 .05a

Residual 36.396 6 6.066

Total 140.095 10

a. Predictors: (Constant), innovation_index, rule_of law, Public_spending_on_educatio,
Economic_Freedom
b. Dependent Variable: Tehran_Ranking
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