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Gilan, located in northern Iran, features a unique outward-facing Iranian-Islamic
architectural style, which serves as a valuable model globally. Given the diverse
geography of Iran, various architectural styles are prevalent, and utilizing their valuable
aspects can be effective in global architecture. Compared to inward-facing architectural
styles and those of the Persian Gulf coast, less research has been conducted on outward-
facing architecture and the effective continuation of patterns derived from Gilan's
values in modern Iranian architecture. This study uses the Delphi method, incorporating
the opinions of twenty prominent theorists in architecture, urban planning, restoration,
and art research. The findings indicate that indigenous Gilan architecture contains
valuable objective and subjective patterns for creating architectural spaces in modern
times, which can be applied by modern architects using the "analogy method." The
consensus among experts in this study highlights the lesser contribution of modern
Iranian architecture to outward-facing styles compared to inward-facing ones and the
Persian Gulf coast style in Iran. However, the outward-facing nature emphasized by
designers in the latter two categories has been more influenced by European references.
Gilan's outward-facing architecture possesses unique values in aspects such as facade,
ornaments, materials, building placement, organization, spatial diversity, functionality,
space differentiation and boundaries, and connection with nature, making it suitable as
a source for the analogy method in design.

Research Objectives:

1. Expanding the concepts and practical elements in Iranian-Islamic outward-
facing architecture of Gilan.

2. Educating and continuing the presentation of ancient, indigenous, and Islamic
art values to new generations in Iran and the world.

Research Questions:

1. What is the nature of Iranian-Islamic outward-facing architectural patterns in
Gilan, and what impact have they had on modern architecture?

2. How does the utilization of Iranian-Islamic outward-facing architectural
patterns in Gilan compare to other indigenous patterns in this region (inward-
facing and Persian Gulf coast styles)?

** This article is taken from Samaneh Mirzadeh's thesis titled "The Contribution of Modern Iranian Architecture to the Cultural
and Artistic Values of Gilan", which was presented at the Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch, in 2018, under the

guidance of Dr. Mahmoud Rezaei and the advice of Dr. Fatemeh Shahroudi.
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Introduction

In the realm of art and architecture, top designers have employed methods such as
historical precedent, analogy, typology, pragmatic, iconic, canonical, metaphorical,
essential, and idealistic to validate their innovative designs by leveraging authentic
values and historical patterns while preserving identity and achieving new creations
(Broadbent, 1973; McGinty, 1979; Alipour, 2019; Rezaei, 2020). The land of Iran, rich
in history and diverse in climate, has been a fertile ground for significant achievements
by both Iranian and non-Iranian designers. Among the architectural patterns in Iran, the
outward-facing architectural model of Gilan is less recognized compared to the inward-
facing model of the central plateau and has been less utilized in the works of the new
generation. Iranian architecture is often associated with inwardness, while the Iranian
outwardness is a unique model distinguished by specific details from its non-self-
counterpart. The question arises as to what this distinguishing feature is, particularly in
Gilan's architecture, and how it influences and is utilized in modern Iranian architecture.
In contrast to central Iranian architecture, the outward-facing architecture has not shown
its worthy existential value in modern architecture, mainly because our understanding
of Gilan's outward-facing architecture is incomplete and limited. Unlike the architecture
in Iran's hot and dry regions, in this architecture, open elements dominate over closed
ones, with a tendency towards outwardness (Rezaei-Rad, 1993: 5, 4). If we accept that
art and architecture have represented the culture and civilization, beliefs, and values of
nations since human inception (Shayestehfar, 2014: 107; Shayestehfar & Hejazi, 2012:
46), what impact will the neglected features of Gilan's indigenous architecture have on
modern architecture after gaining the necessary understanding?

In line with harmonizing architecture with climatic factors along the Persian Gulf coast,
the central desert margin, and the Caspian Sea coast, researchers have studied various
indigenous architectural trends in lIran, emphasizing typological architecture. Urban
fabric, building form, and material type in each of these climates have been emphasized
in adapting to climatic, economic, and livelihood conditions of the inhabitants,
geographical and natural land conditions, and cultural characteristics of the people in
the region, and consequently, the housing pattern (Ghobadian, 1993: 17; Khakpour,
2011: 22). Pirnia has examined Iranian-Islamic architectural styles, while Hillenbrand
(1999) has analyzed various Islamic art schools within a historical framework.
Architecturalians (2012) have studied the case-specific features of inward-facing and
outward-facing architecture (buildings in Gilan, Masouleh, and Abyaneh) and the
geographical, climatic, and material conditions used for residential constructions with
outward-facing characteristics. However, the suggestions and identifications of these
studies, with a focus on residential architecture and its structure in Gilan, particularly



wooden architecture in northern Iran, have been based on existing conditions rather than
proposals (Ghobadian, 2018; Javadi, 1964; Madani, 1985).

Apart from the general and common topics discussed regarding housing and
architecture with the characteristic of outwardness in Gilan's climate, few studies have
identified the influence and footprint of the specific details of Gilan's outward-facing
architecture in modern architecture and compared this influence with other climatic
regions of Iran. Nonetheless, the indigenous arts of Gilan have been categorized into
more objective elements such as natural motifs (like cypress and pine trees, tulip
flowers, plant bushes, butterflies, fish, sun, human figures, and geometric shapes) and
more subjective ones, namely eternity (including blessings, bravery, sanctity, marriage,
maternity, happiness, delicacy), and people's and artists' solidarity (such as kindness,
vitality, beauty, dynamism) (Setareh & Sehili, 2017). The innovation of the present
research, beyond examining the alphabetical features and categorizing the objective and
subjective patterns of Gilan's architecture, lies in assessing its generative position in
modern Iranian architecture.

The method used in this research is descriptive-analytical. To explain the findings, in
addition to library studies to reach a common group decision, the Delphi method and
interviews with designers and experts, accompanied by questionnaire arrangement,
have been employed. One of the main reasons for using the Delphi method in this
research was the geographical dispersion of experts, examining realities, and achieving
a solution to the subject without the influence of specific individuals' opinions and
personalities on group opinions during survey rounds, collecting information, and
ultimately achieving group consensus (Brill, 2006). Among these, twenty experts in
indigenous Iranian architecture with a specialized focus on typological design in four
architectural, urban planning, restoration, and art research spectra were selected
randomly as the sample size. The frequency of expertise among the responding experts
in the field of Iranian architecture was eight, urban planning five, restoration five, and
art research two. Questions were implemented in successive rounds according to Delphi
principles. The questionnaire structure included personal details and open-ended
questions in the first rounds, and in later rounds, multiple-choice questions were used
to determine the share of modern Iranian architecture's utilization of Gilan's outward-
facing architecture. The questionnaire was sent via email to respondents, and after
notification, interviews were conducted in person with elites. After organizing the
responses using tables, the highest frequency was determined based on percentage and
statistical median index, and the answers to the research questions were extracted from
them.



One of the findings of this research was that Iranian architects, using the method of
analogy with ancient Iranian-Islamic patterns, have shown more attention to inward-
facing models compared to outward-facing ones and the Persian Gulf margin. However,
Iranian outward-facing architecture, particularly in Gilan, possesses notable objective
and subjective patterns with potential for use in modern Iranian architecture, which,
unlike the common outward-facing model of current buildings and so-called Roman
and non-native facades, has received less attention. Despite the outward orientation of
architecture from the Qajar period even in central climates, currently, the outward-
facing model of Gilan has been less referenced in design compared to foreign patterns.

Conclusion

Certain architects, in creating their works, have employed a method of utilizing and
referencing authentic values, aided by analogy, to produce new creations. Among these
design methods, the use of ancient architectural patterns is prevalent. However, the
outward-looking patterns from the architecture of Gilan, Iran, have been less recognized
and utilized compared to the inward-looking central courtyard patterns common in
central Iran. In other words, the contribution and influence of Iranian Islamic outward-
looking architecture in Gilan have been less acknowledged in modern architecture than
the central courtyard architecture known in Iran.

According to analyses, the outward-looking patterns and elements in Iranian urban
architecture since the Qajar era have been based more on superficial views of Western
models rather than authentic Iranian principles. The courtyard, initially at the center of
homes in large cities like Tehran, moved to the front and eventually was completely
eliminated, leading to the emergence of an outward-looking model disconnected from
traditional Iranian and global roots. Meanwhile, the outward-looking patterns in Gilan,
with unique values in aspects such as facade, ornaments, materials, building placement
In urban fabric, organization, spatial diversity, functionality, space differentiation, and
connection with nature, can serve as the origin of methods based on various analogies
in design.

If the courtyard represents the authentic centrality of central Iranian architecture and the
Iranian desert-edge home, symbolizing a paradigmatic garden in the realm of
Imagination, in northern Iranian architecture, nature is fully present and integrated into
the material and content of this architecture. The collective unconscious human need to
engage with ancestral architectural patterns is a social necessity that has always existed
in ideal forms but has had fewer opportunities for reflection and imitation in modern
times. Therefore, a capable architect, with their knowledge and awareness, through



analogy—whose strong source, according to Christopher Alexander, lies in indigenous
architecture—along with a range of objective to subjective factors, discovers and
expresses these patterns, creating new solutions. Since Iranian Islamic architectural
identity cannot have a defined and organized framework without specific patterns and
methods, the architect, with a dynamic and creative perspective, extracts these patterns
and discovers a new language in modern architecture. Extracting indigenous patterns
initially occurs as abstract mental constructs and then gains the capability to transform
into desired functionalities, accompanied by an identity independent of time and place.

Given the existing theoretical scope, findings, and limitations of this research, further
research directions and proposals are needed. For example, with a more diverse and
larger statistical sample including artists from various arts, sociologists, restorers, and
anthropologists, it would be possible to achieve a broader consensus across different
scientific fields beyond architecture. In the field of architecture, similar studies can be
conducted in other climates and geographical areas of Iran beyond Gilan. Additionally,
this study, limited to the coastal plain of Gilan, should be expanded to include coastal,
foothill, and mountainous regions. Another study is warranted to determine the
contribution of other architectural movements beyond modern architecture.
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