Research Article
Issue 56

Volume 21

Page 390 to 409

Submission Date: 2020/04/26
Review Date: 2021/06/03
Acceptance Date: 2021/08/21
Publication Date: 2024/12/21

Identity semantics,

Islamic worldview,

principles of Iranian architecture,
unity and geometry.

Asgari, A. and Azemati, S. (2024).
The Relationship Between ldentity
Semantics and Motifs Influenced
by the Islamic Worldview in
Iranian Architecture. Islamic Art
Studies, 21(56), 390-4009.

dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.

*kkkkkk kkkk *kk k% % */

dx.doi.org/10.22034/1AS
.2021.228503.1235

Architecture is an art form deeply intertwined with the lifestyle, temperament, culture,
religion, and customs of a nation. Thus, all the cognitive and epistemic dimensions of
a people are manifested in their architecture—or at least in certain historical periods.
In response to the research questions, this study employed both quantitative and
gualitative methodologies. Following a comprehensive literature review and document
analysis using content analysis methods, key components of semantic identity in
architectural form and identity orientation were identified. The findings reveal that the
component of "geometry and unity," through the alignment of identity-forming
physical elements, has the highest weighted averages of 0.370955 and 0.266496,
respectively. Accordingly, the relationship between geometry and unity is defined by
the integration of context and background, unity and oneness, and creativity and
innovation. The results indicate that the two components of "unity and geometry,"
derived from the principles of Islamic architecture, establish a significant relationship
in the built environment through the characteristics of "creativity and adaptation to
context and background.” Based on this, architecture, much like the human being, must
be regarded as possessing distinct levels of existence. Therefore, to achieve the highest
level of architecture—namely, enduring and timeless architecture—the existential
knowledge of the architect must also be connected to their work.

Research Objectives:

e To examine the relationship between identity semantics and motifs influenced
by the Islamic worldview.

e To analyze identity semantics from the perspective of Islamic architecture.
Research Questions:

e What is the relationship between identity semantics and motifs influenced by
the Islamic worldview in architecture?

e What constitutes identity semantics from the perspective of Islamic
architecture?
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Introduction

Traditional Iranian buildings possess a form of semantic and aesthetic durability
combined with a distinctive physical form, which can be termed a kind of “ideal
architecture.” This characteristic creates, in places like Kashan, a sense of tranquility
and intellectual elevation for the observer, regardless of the microclimatic adaptations
designed in desert houses. Consequently, despite the thermal comfort provided by
mechanical systems, a lasting attachment to this architectural type remains.
Undoubtedly, this meaning arises from the unique nature of architecture and urbanism
compared to other arts; rather than being conveyed through a specific shape or form, it
Is communicated via the physical fabric of living spaces. This fabric embodies the
cultural principles and worldview of the society that shape the environment.
Architecture, as the "bedrock of human life," like the human being itself, consists of
visible and hidden aspects. The visible aspect stems from material, environmental, and
functional factors, whereas the hidden aspect is influenced by human thoughts and
beliefs.

Given this, the primary aim of this research is to explore and study these hidden aspects
of architecture, which result from the implementation of ideas and beliefs in the physical
fabric’s motifs. Certainly, such motifs emerge from a particular worldview, which itself
may result from adherence to specific principles and beliefs known as "worldview."
This study addresses how this worldview influences architectural form and through
which architectural elements this influence is transmitted. The main hypothesis is:
"There is a significant relationship between motifs influenced by the Islamic worldview
in the physical form of Iranian architecture and the alignment of identity motifs with
human needs." Furthermore, to uncover the hidden relationship between the
components of semantics and the Islamic worldview, this research aims to reveal
semantic indicators from the perspective of Islamic architecture.

Previous studies have addressed ontology in architecture. For example, Reyisi and
Noghrehkar (2015) studied the ontology of meaning in architectural works; Iman Taleb
and Gerami (2012) examined the relationship between meaning and form in mosque
architecture and prayer form analysis. Mehdi Nejad et al. (2019) researched Islamic
architectural principles focusing on the manifestation of meaning in architectural
elements, referencing Quranic verse 23 of Surah Al-Hashr. Other relevant research
includes works by Karimi et al. (2017), Soleimani Shijani et al. (2014), Sohili Fard et
al. (2013), Gheyumi Bidehndi Abdollahzadeh (2012), and Naderi et al. (2012).
However, these studies did not investigate the relationship between identity semantics
and motifs influenced by the Islamic worldview in Iranian architecture, which this
research addresses.



This study employed both quantitative and qualitative methods. After a literature and
document review using content analysis, key semantic components in architectural form
and identity orientation were identified. Subsequently, open-ended interviews were
conducted with 17 architectural experts selected via simple random sampling. The
interviews were analyzed using grounded theory with open coding. Axial coding was
then used to develop research tools, including a content goal table and questionnaire.
Due to the normal distribution of variables, the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was applied
to analyze questionnaire results. To determine priority indicators in architecture, the
Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) was used via Expert Choice software version 11.
The component "geometry and unity" was identified as having the highest weighted
averages of 0.370955 and 0.266496 in aligning identity-forming physical elements.
Accordingly, the relationship between geometry and unity is defined through adaptation
to texture and context, unity and oneness, and creativity and innovation.

Conclusion

Based on the analysis and model presented in the research, the two components of
"unity and geometry," derived from the principles of Islamic architecture, establish a
significant relationship within the architectural form characterized by "creativity and
adaptation to context and texture.” Accordingly, architecture should be regarded as
possessing distinct levels, much like the human being. Therefore, to achieve the highest
degree of architecture—namely, sustainable and eternal architecture—the existential
knowledge of the architect must be connected with their building and work. This means
that all human actions must align with the correct and direct path toward divine
proximity, and consequently, their creations inherently contain such meaning and
content.

The reason for this can be explained as follows: even if all the physical and technical
principles of architecture are applied, but the purpose is unclear or centered on self and
human-centric goals, the work, despite possibly being valued as eternal by others, will
never achieve true eternity. Thus, by examining the worldview of past architects and
the influence of this worldview on their architectural perspective, one can observe
physical elements imbued with profound and eternal meanings. Undoubtedly, the
presence of these meanings and their perception by anyone within these spaces affirm
the eternity and permanence of Iran’s architectural heritage.

These motifs are both physical elements and the worldview from which they originate.
The devout Iranian architect of the past considered the secret of their architecture’s
eternity to lie in adherence to a monotheistic worldview, recognizing that the



relationship between architecture and religion is essentially "the relationship of the soul
to the body." Therefore, this religious architecture is founded on wisdom and inspired
by principles deeply rooted in religion. Consequently, the architect must first attain a
state of eternity, which occurs only through annihilation in God (fana’ ila-11ah)
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