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Introduction

The Shi’ah Muslim Buyid dynasty gained control over the Abbasid capital after
conquering northern, central, and southern Iran (334 AH). Despite their lack of faith in
the Baghdad caliphs, they fully dominated affairs, further weakening the caliphate
apparatus. The Buyids' control over Baghdad lasted until 447 AH. With the rise of the
Buyids, the policies implemented by their leaders created better conditions for Shi’ah
Muslims compared to previous periods. Although historical records show significant
conflicts between Shi’ah and Sunni Muslims during this era, these differences were not
as pronounced as in earlier times. The Buyids, while being Shi’ah according to credible
historical evidence, implemented religious policies that significantly reduced tensions.
Therefore, if one overlooks certain actions, such as the public cursing of Sunni sanctities
ordered by Mu'izz al-Dawla in 351 AH (lbn al-Jawzi, 1358 AH: 140/14; Ibn Kathir,
1408: 327/5), most Buyid rulers, including Mu'izz al-Dawla, sought to create religious
coexistence between Shi’ah and Sunni Muslims. The developments in Islamic
architecture during this period are also noteworthy.

It is worth noting that eliminating competition and intellectual diversity from society
was neither desirable nor feasible for the Buyids. The duty of religious leaders required
providing appropriate frameworks and strategies for maintaining a healthy, harmonious
society, even with diverse legal and theological interpretations.

This article aims to answer the question: What approach did the Buyid rulers take to
create peaceful religious coexistence between Shi’ah and Sunni Muslims? In reality,
Jews never pressured Sunnis, and Sunnis were not persecuted by Shi’ah; instead,
supporters of both sects existed within their army. They sought a shared Shi’ah-Abbasid
government to relieve Shi’ah from the issue of tagiyya. In other words, the Buyid rulers
did not intend to force their subjects to adopt Shi’ah Islam by coercion. They appointed
powerful Shi’ah ministers, such as Sahib ibn 'Abbad, to foster the growth of Shi’ah legal
principles and foundations. The importance of addressing this topic lies in the fact that
most research and articles have focused on the conflicts between Shi’ah and Sunni
Muslims during the Buyid era, often overlooking the peaceful religious coexistence and
the role of the Buyids in creating this unity and reducing tensions through their specific
policies, which are acknowledged by both Shi’ah and Sunni histories.

Regarding the background and research on this topic, Turkish scholar Azar (2006)
discussed the Buyid policy of preserving the Abbasid caliphate to consolidate power in
his article "The Buyids, Abbasids, and Shiism." Researcher Panahi (2011) briefly
touched upon the religious tolerance of the Buyids towards Sunnis in his article "The
Religious Relations of the Buyids with the Abbasid Caliphate.” Researcher Jafarnia



(2018) wrote an article titled "The Policies of the Buyid Government in Strengthening
Unity between Shi’ah and Sunni," addressing the Buyids' tolerance, religious beliefs,
and efforts to create political unity between Sunnis and Shi’ah. Researchers Javdan and
Ashrieh (2017) discussed the Buyids' decision to maintain the Abbasid caliphate after
entering Baghdad (334 AH/945 CE), despite religious contradictions with the caliph
and their control over the caliphate apparatus. They noted that Jews, who sought
governance, aimed to preserve the Abbasid caliphate to avoid widespread rebellion,
leveraging religious tolerance and moderation to gradually promote their own religion
by dominating the political system.

This article seeks to examine the role of the Buyids as a Shi’ah government in coexisting
with Sunnis during that period by analyzing historical texts and historians' theories. It
explores how the Buyids managed to prevent the collapse of their cohesion during that
era, despite being surrounded by a predominantly Sunni society.

Conclusion

Although many sources rarely discuss the implementation of the Buyid dynasty's
policies of religious coexistence between Sunni and Shia Muslims, this initiative
marked one of the most enlightened periods of Islamic civilization and contributed to
the Buyids' endurance and continued governance over the Islamic community, despite
the Sunni majority alongside a Shia minority. With the rise of the Buyids in the late
third century AH, the values of implementing religious coexistence policies between
Sunni and Shia Muslims replaced the counter-values that led to religious divisions
among Muslims. The Buyids, through their policy of tolerance and moderation towards
Sunnis, managed to establish good relations throughout their rule. While it is not
excusable to overlook the general public's neglect, particularly among Sunnis, who
sometimes fueled conflicts between the two sects with their zealotry and rigidity, the
Buyids' efforts, as reported by history, were commendable. These efforts, although
driven by political goals and the desire to maintain power, were praiseworthy in their
own right. If such efforts had not been made, many Shia values might have been lost or
diminished, as seen during the Umayyad and Abbasid periods. Despite the significant
number of recorded conflicts between Shia and Sunni Muslims during this era, these
differences were not as pronounced as in earlier times. The Buyids, while being Shia
according to credible historical evidence, implemented policies that significantly
reduced tensions between Shia and Sunni Muslims. Therefore, if one overlooks certain
actions, such as the public cursing of Sunni sanctities ordered by Mu'izz al-Dawla in



351 AH, most Buyid rulers, including Mu'izz al-Dawla, sought to create harmony
between Shia and Sunni Muslims.
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