In Iran, the national model is characterized by a composite and unbalanced structure.
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Introduction

Ethnicity has emerged as a principal discipline within the social sciences and a critical
research subject. It intersects with numerous subfields, including comparative politics,
international relations, political economy, and economics. Empirical evidence indicates
that ethnicity, in its diverse forms and interpretations, is linked to social, political, and
economic phenomena such as civil wars, national political dynamics (Grindal et al.,
2018; Jensen & Skanning, 2012), and economic growth (Alesina et al., 2003; Caron,
2009). Ethnicity can drive both economic advancement and stagnation in multiethnic
societies (Gsellgrist et al., 2016) and significantly influences social trust (Sondersko,
2015). Ethnic solidarity, characterized by causal clarity in its indicators and directions,
holds substantial societal relevance. Historically, ethnicity was perceived as a source of
complexity impeding national progress—a liability rather than an asset. However,
recent studies demonstrate direct correlations between ethnicity and diverse social,
political, and economic phenomena (Andra & Kerr, 2022).

Scholars increasingly emphasize that political-ethnic structures often outweigh ethnic
diversity in significance (Frank & Rayar, 2012; Rosebeck, Canada, 2017). While ethnic
diversity may precipitate conflict, systemic ethnic exclusion inevitably triggers social
instability. Cross-national studies on ethnic metrics reveal that ethnic convergence
significantly impacts social capital, political dynamics, and social cohesion (Canes &
Gsellquest, 2018, 2019). As a modern social identity subordinate to national identity,
ethnicity raises fundamental questions in multiethnic societies: How can ethnic groups
forge bonds to create inclusive, stable national communities? Social cohesion in such
contexts depends on the quality of interethnic relations, where national unity emerges
through ethnic integration. Ethnic cultures within a society can be analyzed through
sociological lenses—social order, cohesion, behavioral standardization, and cultural
development (Naghdi, 2012).

Ethnic diversity, now a near-universal reality, profoundly influences internal/external
peace or conflict. In multiethnic nations like Iran, where national integrity hinges on
interethnic harmony, the intensity of ethnic-centric attitudes crucially shapes intergroup
relations and, consequently, national cohesion. Key social, ethnic, and class disparities
often catalyze interethnic tensions, manifesting as separatist movements, autonomy
demands, or weakened national solidarity (Basseri, 2016). These threats underscore the
delicate balance between fostering unity and managing centrifugal ethnic forces in
pluralistic societies.

The diversity of ethnic groups is a prominent characteristic of Iran's demographic fabric.
Adversaries of the Islamic system, aware of this feature, strategically exploit



psychological warfare tools in conjunction with external threats to amplify ethnic
nationalism and provide covert material and spiritual support to extremist Wahhabi and
Salafi movements. This strategy aims to deepen divisions between Shia and Sunni
communities within the region. Without a proper strategy or solution, such efforts could
challenge national unity, solidarity, and cohesion, potentially posing new threats to
Iran's national security. When these groups turn against each other, engaging in conflicts
and accusations, the central government is compelled to intervene at great financial cost
and by deploying special forces. However, it often remains unclear who is fighting
whom amidst the chaos, with each group blaming the other for the violence. Ultimately,
these disputes leave behind lingering animosities that deepen over time, ready to
reignite with any spark. This pattern is evident in countries like Afghanistan and Iraq
(Rahimi, 1397).

Khuzestan Province exemplifies a region with significant ethnic diversity. Due to its
unique geographical location and proximity to neighboring provinces, it hosts various
ethnic groups such as Persians, Turks, Kurds, Lors, Laks, and adherents of different
religious sects. This diversity positions Khuzestan as both a potential hub for interethnic
interaction and a hotspot for ethnic and linguistic tensions that could lead to social and
political conflicts. This study employs a descriptive-cross-sectional approach. Given its
subject matter, it falls under the category of descriptive-causal research. The study
examines present-day issues through survey-based data collection methods while
avoiding ethnographic or historical perspectives on ethnicity. With its practical
objectives in mind, the research relies on survey techniques to gather data
systematically.

Conclusion

Among the factors contributing to national cohesion are socio-economic elements. In
many cases, individuals who differ in language, culture, race, and religion have united
through shared economic goals. Cooperation toward achieving these goals has
gradually merged their identities, leading to the formation of a unified nation. While
these factors are crucial for social cohesion and ultimately for ethnic and national
identity, it is important to note that not all these elements exist uniformly among all
nations. A nation can only achieve political unity when at least one common factor
binds its members, instilling a sense of belonging and collective will. Therefore, it is
imperative for ethnic strategists to recognize this necessity and create the conditions
required for its realization.



Ethnic diversity in Iran is not inherently a threat requiring intervention or resolution.
Rather, it is an objective "historical-sociological” reality intrinsic to lran since its
inception. Ethnic diversity demands certain rights that are legitimate and must be
addressed to ensure justice and equal rights for citizens. Without analyzing the
characteristics of ethnic-national categories in Iran or considering the shared destiny
and historical interconnections of Iranian ethnic groups over centuries, it is impossible
to devise realistic solutions that meet their legitimate demands. Furthermore, without
examining the role of a centralized government in this historical process, it is
challenging to propose a decentralized governmental structure within a future
democratic system that reflects Iran's historical-sociological reality while being
feasible.

The role of the state in shaping the Iranian nation has been emphasized by many
sociologists and scholars who consider the state as the "historical-sociological nucleus"
of the nation. Our responsibility is to identify the most suitable solutions that respect
ethnic identity markers while fostering their growth and prosperity in a humane and
rational manner. This task will undoubtedly fall upon a democratic government arising
from the Iranian nation within a future republic.

In the social domain, which significantly impacts ethnic convergence, efforts should
focus on strengthening interethnic interactions and trust through initiatives such as
cultural exchange programs (e.g., exhibitions and festivals), fostering universal
sentiments essential for citizenship policies, promoting shared emotions and interests,
and eliminating negative perceptions.

In addition, historical monuments and architecture play an important role in defining
historical identity among the people of Ahvaz. These cultural assets contribute to
reinforcing collective memory and unity within the region.
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