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Literature, particularly poetry, has always served as a medium for expressing
ideological, emotional, and religious sentiments, as well as social aspirations. Poets
who intended to propagate or convey their beliefs to others have made extensive use of
poetry. Nasir Khusraw, a poet from the fifth century AH, committed to Islam and the
Ismaili sect, utilized his poetry after his spiritual transformation to promote his faith
and beliefs. His odes are didactic poems that, while expressing heartfelt emotions,
touch upon specific religious elements and sectarian beliefs. In most of his poems,
Nasir Khusraw employs imaginative imagery to discuss Islam, Shiism, religious
dignitaries, and the principles and branches of religion. This study examines these
images using the first thirty odes from his divan as its statistical sample. The result
shows that Nasir Khusraw predominantly used similes, characteristic of the Khorasani
style, to express his emotions, with religious elements often serving as the compared
elements. The religious elements in these odes include the Quran and religion, Shiism
and Ismailism, rejection of fate and destiny, avoidance of materialism, and the
superiority of the soul over the body. These themes are also extensively used in the
inscriptions and calligraphy of the Seljuk period.

Research Objectives:
1. To investigate Nasir Khusraw's use of religious elements in his imagery.
2. Toexamine religious themes in Seljuk inscriptions and calligraphy.
Research Questions:
1. How did Nasir Khusraw use religious elements in his imagery?

2. What role do religious themes play in Seljuk inscriptions and calligraphy?

** This article is taken from the doctoral thesis/dissertation of "Elham Rezaian Varmazyar" entitled "Title of the
thesis/dissertation", which was submitted under the guidance of Dr. "Majid Azizi" and the advice of Dr. "Mohammad Reza

Qari" at the Islamic Azad University, Arak Branch.
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Introduction

Nasir Khusraw, a poet of the fifth century AH, is among the notable figures in Persian
literature known for his works in both poetry and prose. One of the reasons for his fame
is the role of religious themes and ideas in his poetry. He has written prose works that
are educational in nature to promote the Ismaili sect and has also incorporated many of
its ideas into his poetry. Therefore, all his works fall within the realm of educational
literature. From an aesthetic perspective, his poetry is also noteworthy, as his odes are
filled with beautiful natural imagery created through the use of rhetorical devices.

This research aims to understand the function of religious elements in the imagery of
Nasir Khusraw's odes. Using a descriptive-analytical method, it examines thirty of his
odes to answer the question of how religious elements function in his poetic images and
what role they play in the aesthetics of his poetry. Additionally, it explores the role of
social themes in the calligraphy and inscriptions of the Seljuk period. Other subsidiary
questions include: Which image-forming devices play a greater role in incorporating
religious components? How does Nasir Khusraw establish a relationship between
religious elements and poetic imagery?

Several articles have been written about the religious terminology in Nasir Khusraw's
poetry. For instance, Taheri Mobarakeh and Rafatnia (2007) in their article "Ismaili
Terms in Nasir Khusraw's Works" statistically examined the ranks of invitation and
related terms in his poetry. However, this article lacks aesthetic analysis and only
explains terms and quotes poems without a final conclusion. Another researcher (2011)
in the article "Some Philosophical Terms in Nasir Khusraw's Poetry" examined
philosophical terms including logic and theology in his poetry. Safari (2017) conducted
a comparative study of religious teachings in the poetry of Abi al-Atahiya and Nasir
Khusraw. Given these and many other articles, the present research is novel and does
not overlap with previous studies.

Poetry provides a space for presenting beautiful and emotive images, and engaging the
audience without emotion and imagination is impossible. Nasir Khusraw is a renowned
poet whose works are of interest to literary scholars. Given that religious terms are
extensively used in his poetry; it is necessary to investigate how a poet with religious
concerns can achieve his religious goals while maintaining the aesthetic elements of
poetry. This study is conducted using a descriptive-analytical method with a statistical
sample of thirty odes.



Conclusion

Nasir Khusraw, as one of the religious propagators who accepted and believed in the
Ismaili theological sect, endeavored to promote the beliefs of this sect throughout his
life. Various sects that emerged after Islam were all influenced by the Quran and Hadith,
and the strong faith of their adherents in religion, the Quran, and the Prophet is
undeniable. Among these sects, the zealots, including Nasir Khusraw, did not recognize
any truth other than their own and considered their thoughts to be correct and in line
with religion. His zeal for Islam and the Ismaili branch of Shiism led him to incorporate
numerous religious and theological elements into his writings and poetry.

In this study, the first thirty odes of Nasir Khusraw were examined from the perspective
of imagery in the religious era, and it was concluded that he often used simile, metaphor,
and allegory to express his thoughts more simply. He also utilized imaginative imagery
and poetic elements to convey his religious ideas. His poetry did not employ many
rhetorical devices because his goal was education and moral guidance. He used these
literary devices under the influence of everyday language and his own thoughts,
drawing from the language of the Quran and Hadith, as well as religious allegories. The
examination of calligraphy and inscriptions from the Seljuk period also indicates the
significant role of religious themes in these works.
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