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Society and social issues have had a profound impact on literary works. By studying
Parvin E'tesami’s poetry, it becomes evident how deeply social values and problems
have permeated the poet’s soul and, conversely, how significantly this reflection has
influenced and resonated with her readers. Parvin’s poems exemplify the influence of
society on art and literature, as they mirror the environment and era of her people. This
research employs descriptive-analytical methods and a library-based study approach.
The findings reveal that Parvin critically views her society and government. According
to her, an individual’s social status is fundamentally rooted in the social status of their
family; hence, given the close relationship between the family institution and the social
stratification system, an individual’s social standing is determined through the family’s
social position within society. This perspective is also evident in illustrated literary
manuscripts, notably the illustrated manuscript of One Thousand and One Nights by
Sanai al-Dowleh, which pays particular attention to the themes of family and women.

Research Objectives:
1. To analyze Parvin’s poetry based on Parsons’ theory.

2. To examine the status of family in Parvin E'tesami’s Divan and the illustrated
manuscript of One Thousand and One Nights by Sanai al-Dowleh.

Research Questions:
1. How can Parvin E'tesami’s poems be analyzed from Parsons’ viewpoint?

2. What is the status of family in Parvin E'tesami’s Divan and the illustrated
manuscript of One Thousand and One Nights by Sanai al-Dowleh?

** This article is taken from the doctoral dissertation/thesis of "Azam Aymanfar" entitled "Social Values in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh and Parvin Etesami's Divan", which was submitted under the guidance of Dr. "Ali Eshghi Sardehi" and the advice
of Dr. "Saeed Roozbahani" in 1402 at the “Islamic Azad" University, "Sabzvar" branch.
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Introduction

Today, social and cultural issues have become a vital framework for understanding the
surrounding environment and perspectives, attracting significant attention from writers
and critics of literary works. Society is composed of several fundamental institutions
that ensure its continuity; without these institutions, society cannot exist. The first and
oldest institution in the structure of any society is the family. The family, as the primary
center of individuals’ lives and the first and most important group with which every
person interacts, plays a major and distinctive role in shaping the personality,
intellectual, and social structure of individuals. In this regard, the conditions of the home
environment, the prevailing mindset within it, the personalities of its members, and the
nature of relationships and interactions among them—and on a broader scale, the
family’s position in terms of social status, class, and rank within a given society—are
considered crucial indicators that confirm the existence and significance of such a role.

Among all social institutions and organizations, the family holds a particularly
important and influential role in shaping and guiding individual and social behavior.
The topic of family and its indicators has long attracted the attention of scholars and
social reformers. Talcott Parsons, as one of the most influential figures in sociology,
addresses the family by describing and advocating the nuclear family model. Parsons
views the family as a subsystem of the larger societal system (not as a small, isolated,
and detached community). For this reason, he assigns great importance to the family
within his theoretical framework, since, fundamentally, Parsons considers the task of
sociology to be the study of society as a “system’ with all its characteristics. This article
examines Parvin E'tesami’s poetry based on Parsons’ theory.

Allport and his colleagues (1961) classified “social values” as one of the main groups
of values. Among social values, universalism versus particularism and individualism
versus collectivism are important social values that have been addressed in various
studies. These concepts have also been considered in sociological theories by scholars
such as Parsons, Hozlitz, Lipse, Azkia, Khosravi, and Rafipour Ajami. Universalism,
as a significant social orientation, enhances the norms and general rules of society when
it enters the realm of social relations.

Mollaei and Masoompour Askari (2022) conducted a study examining the approaches
of Fahd al-Askar and Parvin E'tesami toward social issues. They noted that Fahd al-
Askar (1917-1951 CE) and Parvin E'tesami (1906-1941 CE) are among the poets who
have poetically addressed social themes. The social themes present in the poetry of these
two poets include social inequalities, freedom-seeking, and attention to the status of
women.



Several studies have examined the social themes and human rights concepts in Parvin
E'tesami’s poetry. Shadigo and colleagues (2020), in their research titled “Concepts of
Human Rights and Citizenship in the Poems of Parvin E'tesami and Tahereh
Safarzadeh,” found that Parvin expresses her disdain for societal repression through
irony, addressing issues such as freedom, injustice, class disparity, neglect of orphans,
poverty, deprivation, and social indifference. Asadi Firouzabadi (2013) studied family
and familial relations in Parvin’s Divan, noting that she frequently discusses family
members and their relationships in various ways. Mostorreh Mokhtari et al. (2013), in
their article “Analysis of Parvin E'tesami’s Social Thoughts,” introduced Constitutional
Era literature and Parvin’s social ideas, highlighting that as a member of the Persian
literary family of that period, Parvin reflected the dominant themes of her time with a
critical and humanitarian perspective.

Jafari and Nosrati (2015), in their study “Comparison of Values in the Poems of Parvin
E'tesami, Forough Farrokhzad, and Simin Behbahani,” stated that among female poets
who emerged after the Constitutional Revolution in Iran, these three are the most
renowned. Each poet was influenced by the transformations of the awakening era and
addressed various topics in their poetry. Ebrahimi (2014) analyzed and critiqued the
allegories in Parvin’s poetry, emphasizing that her use of allegory to express social and
ethical ideas reflects a critical engagement with her contemporary society. Her
worldview is manifested through symbolic allegories that pose fundamental human
questions and critique society in search of fitting answers. Rezaei (2010), in a study
comparing social themes in the poetry of Parvin and Ahmad Safi al-Najafi, noted that
although these poets may not have directly influenced each other and differ in gender,
they both addressed issues such as patriotism, freedom, the plight of the poor and
orphans, and expressed the social pains, silence, repression, and tyranny of their times.

Collectively, these studies underscore Parvin E'tesami’s profound engagement. with
social justice, human rights, and family issues, portraying her as a critical voice
reflecting the social realities and struggles of her era.

Conclusion

The history of Iranian literature reflects the culture, beliefs, and intellectual currents of
Iranian society. Committed poets in every historical period have, through critical
perspectives and sometimes through descriptive portrayals of noble human values,
depicted an ideal society for the people of their homeland. Parvin E'tesami, as one of
the most prominent poets in this realm, illustrates a utopian city (medina-ye fazeleh) by
expressing social and ethical values that, while general in nature, also imply other



individual moral virtues. For instance, wisdom and rationality, which she considers
essential for acquiring moral virtues and avoiding ethical vices, and the greatness and
prosperity of society’s leaders are attributed to their adherence to virtues and respect for
social values. Parvin E'tesami, taking into account the social and political conditions of
her time, addresses social values such as justice, labor and diligence, avoidance of
idleness and laziness, pursuit of knowledge, humility, kindness to fellow human beings,
refraining from fault-finding, bribery, usury, and materialism. She is also an opponent
of colonial powers—particularly the British and Americans—who cast their shadow
over the country and sought to promote Western culture. This poet praises justice and
social equity. While portraying the face of injustice, social stratification, and poverty
resulting from the absence of justice, she criticizes rulers and statesmen and expresses
her protest and dissent against prevailing conditions.

Parvin E'tesami is a thoughtful and socially responsible poet who emphasizes in her
poetry the avoidance of greed and avarice, attention to the knowledge of God, social
justice, pacifism, patriotism, dedication to work and cooperation, and kindness toward
people. Additionally, in the illustrated manuscript of One Thousand and One Nights by
Sanai al-Dawla, attention is also drawn to the role of family and women in artistic,
political, economic, and social spheres, reflecting the consideration of women's issues
in the literary and cultural texts of that era. Overall, Parvin E'tesami’s works, while
influenced by classical Persian literature in form and style, employ allegory and
characterization to convey ethical, social, and political themes in an instructive and
impactful manner. Her poetry, especially during the Constitutional Revolution and the
reign of Reza Khan, served as a voice of protest against injustice and social inequality
and paved the way for the growth and flourishing of women’s poetry and freedom of
expression in contemporary Persian literature.
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