Virtual Spaee

andecfenial Wadia Sludicl
Quarterly Journal of
Virtual Space and
Social Media

Winter 2025

Quarterly Journal of Virtual Space and Social Media
Vol. 1, Series. 4, No. 4, Winter 2025/ 9 - 36
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22083/cssms.2025.489919.1022

(N0

The relationship between social networks and the desire for local
participation among young people in Tehran (case study: Telegram)

Mehdi Bigdeloo ", Assistant Professor of Political Sociology, Farabi Faculty, Army University.
Email: Bigdeloo@alumni.ut.ac.ir.

Abstract

Introduction: In recent years, social networks in Iran have experienced signifi-
cant quantitative and qualitative growth due to the widespread adoption of smart-
phones and the increasing acceptance of these platforms among young people. The
pervasive influence of these networks has reached a point where no neighborhood
or region remains unaffected by their development. Among the most widely used
social networks in Iran today are Instagram, Telegram, and WhatsApp, each offer-
ing unique functionalities that engage users in virtual spaces. This engagement has
led to an increase in online participation across various social and political issues.
However, a critical question arises: Can this heightened virtual participation also
translate into greater engagement in real-world activities? More specifically, can
social networks influence local participation-one of the most fundamental and tra-
ditional forms of civic engagement after family involvement? This study explores
this question, emphasizing the importance of leveraging social networks as cost-ef-
fective tools to foster social participation.

Objective: This study aims to examine the relationship between social network
usage-specifically Telegram-and the local participation of young people. It seeks
to identify the most relevant components of local participation based on estab-
lished theoretical frameworks. Hutchings’ approach to social networks provides
the conceptual basis for the study, while local participation is defined according to
Tin et al. (2002: 2-3), a framework widely employed by the International Develop-
ment Organization. The study measures participation through various indicators;
including involvement in neighborhood events and ceremonies, participation in
religious rituals, assisting neighbors, volunteering during emergencies, monitor-
ing local governance and planning, contributing financially or intellectually to
neighborhood improvement, and expressing opinions to relevant authorities.
Methods: This study employs a descriptive, correlational, and cross-sectional re-
search design. A structured questionnaire, based on the theoretical framework of
Tin et al. (2002: 2-3), was developed to assess Telegram usage and local partici-
pation. The questionnaire used a 5-point Likert scale to measure responses. Due
to the lack of precise statistics on young Telegram users in underprivileged neigh-
borhoods of Tehran, the survey was distributed among approximately 1,000 young
residents from five less-developed districts. A total of 726 individuals completed
the questionnaire. Face validity was used to ensure the accuracy of the research
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questions, with experts confirming that the survey effectively measured Telegram
usage and local participation. Reliability was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha,
which yielded a coefficient of 0.723, indicating acceptable internal consistency.
Results: The findings reveal a significant correlation between Telegram usage
and five key components of local participation, as defined by Tin et al. Overall,
the results suggest that increased engagement with Telegram is associated with
decreased local participation. Notably, none of the highly active Telegram users
demonstrated high levels of local participation. The data indicate that as users
spend more time on Telegram and engage more intensively in online interactions,
their involvement in neighborhood ceremonies, religious events, and voluntary
activities during emergencies declines. Despite government-imposed filtering,
Telegram continues to influence social dynamics, including local participation.
The study finds a significant inverse relationship between Telegram usage and
the willingness of young users in Tehran to engage in local activities, though the
strength of this relationship is moderate.

Keywords: Social network, participation, mobile phone, telegram, social
participation.
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Case Processing Summary

N %
Cases Valid 726 100
Excludeda 0 0
Total 726 100
a. Listwise deletion based on all variables in the
procedure.
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a. Not assuming the null hypothesis.
b. Using the asymptotic standard error assuming the null hypothesis.

¢. Based on normal approximation.
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