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Abstract

Background and Objective: The police, as a key institution ensuring national security, plays
a critical role in fostering societal progress and prosperity. Over the past two decades, this
service-oriented organization has encountered challenges in fulfilling its inherent and legal
duties. These challenges have been imposed by adversaries of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
the form of hybrid warfare. This study aims to identify the challenges faced by the police in
countering hybrid warfare.

Methodology: This research is applied in purpose, qualitative in nature, and exploratory. Data
were collected through semi-structured interviews with senior commanders and managers of
the Law Enforcement Command of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The validity of the data
collection tool was confirmed through face and content validity, and reliability was ensured
by consensus among coders. The participant pool comprised 16 individuals, selected based on
the theoretical saturation approach. Data analysis utilized a thematic analysis method with a
three-level approach.

Findings: The results reveal that the Law Enforcement Command of the Islamic Republic of
Iran faces challenges in organizational dimensions, management in governmental institutions,
societal and public infrastructure, legal gaps, and influential actors in its efforts to counter
hybrid warfare. Addressing these challenges requires targeted planning and appropriate
measures.

Conclusion: Considering the absence of a specific framework for countering hybrid warfare
in Iran, and given the persistent hostility of adversaries toward the Islamic Republic, it is
essential for the police, as a frontline entity, to establish a structure capable of monitoring the
dimensions of hybrid warfare. This includes creating a specialized task force to identify
weaknesses and gaps that enable hybrid warfare and implementing necessary preventive
measures.
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