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Abstract

Background and Objective: Governance structures play a critical role in the advancement
and development of societies. The absence or weakness of indigenous theorizing and
modeling in governance, along with the application of incompatible governance models
without considering their philosophical and intellectual underpinnings, or modeling based on
unfamiliar frameworks at odds with a society's ethos, often leads to state inefficiency and
decline. This study aims to uncover the theory of governance within the revered text of Nahj
al-Balagha.

Methodology: This qualitative research employs a philosophical-jurisprudential approach.
The philosophical-jurisprudential method, rooted in Islamic epistemology, develops human
and social sciences by employing both philosophical reasoning and jurisprudential
methodology. Data were extracted through coding from the text of Nahj al-Balagha and
presented in a table of themes. The validity of these themes was established through in-depth,
text-oriented analysis and comparison with other texts.

Findings: The ethical governance model is built upon a moral foundation encompassing three
pillars of governance: citizens, government officials, and the governance system (policy-
making and execution). The cornerstone of ethical governance is the formation of ethical
individuals. In this model, individuals take roles as citizens, social activists, or government
officials. Imam Ali (AS) describes these roles and their detailed characteristics in various
parts of Nahj al-Balagha. The third dimension of this governance model institutionalizes
governance beyond the individual level, focusing on the nature of policymaking and the
operational structure.

Conclusion: Themes derived from Nahj al-Balagha outline two governance models: the ideal
(Alawite) and the undesirable (Umayyad and corrupt). Using the philosophical-jurisprudential
approach, these two models can be conceptualized as the realized model (corrupt governance)
and the ideal model (ethical governance). From the perspective of Imam Ali (AS) and
Prophetic Islam, ethics is not a superficial aspect but the essence of governance, regulating
relationships between citizens and rulers.

ge r?rds: Ethical Governance, Alawite Governance, Umayyad Governance, Nahj al-
alagh.
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