Literary Interdisciplinary Research, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 6, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2024-2025, 337-370
https.//www.doi.org/10.30465/1ir.2024.9530

Sociological analysis of Bahram Beyzai€'sworks
based on Erving Goffman's stigma theory

Abbas Vaezzadeh”
Mohammad Sabri"”

Abstract

Most of the characters in the works of Bahram Beyzaie, as one of the prominent authors
in this field, are characters who are rejected by their society and have a stigma on their
foreheads for not matching with the prevailing society and custom, disrupting old
relationships, and having a different worldview. Beyzaie in paying these characters and
their actions, establishes a connection between dramatic literature and sociology and
thus challenges the society, behaviors and socia relationships in the form of dramatic
art. In this study, the authors have analyzed twelve works of Bahram Beyzaie based on
Erving Goffman's stigma theory and descriptive-analytical method. The results of this
research show that the stigma of the characters of Beyzaie's works is more than the
second type (esoteric and personality) and the third type (racial and ideological). The
male characters of his works are intellectual, artist, consciousness-raiser and different
from their time, who are rejected by the society because of these characteristics, and
The female characters are also literate, taboo-breaking and combative people who are
captives of the patriarchal norms of the society, and in the pursuit of finding
independence, revealing their true identity and asserting their basic rights, they suffer
stigma from that society.
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I ntroduction

The socia identity of people is defined in relation to the norms of the society, and
whenever someone violates these norms, he suffers the heat of stigma. The reflection of
this issue in dramatic literature has created many works. One of the authors who
addressed this issue is Bahram Beyzaie. In his works, thinking and reflection on social
issues and human behavior are abundantly seen. In his works, Beyzaie pays great
attention to the society and criticizes socia relationships, one of which is dealing with
characters who have been rejected and hated by the society due to their enlightenment
and wisdom, criticism of socia rules, having a different view, etc. Authors In the
current study, based on Erving Goffman's theory of stigma, they aim to examine the
stigmatized characters of Beyzai€e's works and answer the following questions:

- Which type of stigma is most prevalent in the characters in Bahram Beyzai€'s
works, according to Erving Goffman's theory?

- Are the stigmatized characters in Beyzaie's works more likely to be women or
men, and what does this stigma have to do with their gender?

- What is the reaction of these characters to the ostracizing actions of society?

- How redlistic are the stigmas in question?

Materials & Methods

The authors in this research believe that based on Erving Goffman's theory of stigma,
twelve works of Bahram Beyzai€'s plays, including Arash's Recitations and Karnameye
Bondar-e-Bidakhsh, the plays of Majles Ghorbani Senemmar, Afraya Rooz Migozarad
and Shab-e-Hezar-o0-Y ekom, and screenplays. to examine the facts about Leyla Dokhtar
Edris, Rooz Vaghe'e, Tomar Sheykh Sharzin, New Preface of the Shahnameh, Pardeye
Ne'ie, Siavashkhani and Maghsad, whose characters are exposed to society's slander.
Library research tool and descriptive-analytical work method. The main purpose of the
article is to examine the types and how hot the stigmas suffered by the characters of
these twelve works. The method of working is that, based on the mentioned theory, the
stigmas of the characters are categorized into three levels. "appearance and physical",
"inner and personality” and "racial and ideological”, and then the background and
causes of stigma, the way characters deal with stigma, Also, the degree of genuineness
of stigmas has been described and analyzed.
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Discussion & Results

Goffman mentions three types of stigma: physical ugliness and defects; personality
defects and deficiencies and ethnic and tribal stigma, which refers to stigmas related to
race, nationality, and religion. The third type can be expanded to include political
stigma; the stigma that those in power place on their foreheads to eliminate their
opponents.

In analyzing the types of stigma, especially in the field of dramatic literature, one
should pay attention to the various aspects of the characters, or in other words, the way
in which the characters are presented. Generaly, in characterization, the three areas of
physical, socia, and psychologica characters are of great importance. Physical
characteristics refer to how the individual himself and society see him. Socia
characteristics include the class and position of the character in society, and
psychological characteristics refer to the fears, desires, and self-confidence of the
characters. The important point about the characters in Beyzaie's works is the dramatic
presentation that is applied in these three areas, and through this presentation, those
characters have transformed from more or less static characters into dynamic characters.

Conclusion

Beyzaie has commented on the stigma of the second type (internal and personality-
gender defects) with four cases and eight examples, and the third type (class, racial,
ideological and political stigma) with five cases and eight examples. The first type of
stigma (physical and physical defects) can be seen in only one work. When the interests
and status of hot people are threatened by others, they turn to labeling in order to control
the hot people. The female characters are the ellipses of women trapped in a patriarchal
and misogynistic society, and the stigma they suffer is related to their gender. These
women are independence-seeking, literate, taboo-breaking and militant people who, in
the clutches of the patriarchal standards of the society, in pursuit of finding
independence, revealing their true identity and asserting their basic rights, are subjected
to stigma from that society. The male characters of his works are intellectual, artistic,
enlightening and different from their time, and the society stigmatizes them because of
these characteristics. These characters do not behave passively in front of stigmas, and
each of them shows an appropriate reaction to the imposed stigma. Most of these
stigmas have no real meaning and are just labels that hateful people put on people out of
selfishness and in order to fulfill their inner desires. The characters of Beyzaie's works
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are often criticized and ostracized by society because they go against the rotten beliefs,
retrogressive standards and personal interests of others.
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