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Abstract

In this article, the writers studied the syntactic structures of the first
headlines of Ettela’at newspaper. The main research questions are as
follows: "What syntactic features can be introduced as stylistic
components to examine the writing style of the first headlines of the
newspaper?" and " What has changed in these features of the Ettela'at
newspaper of 1978 and 2020?" In the discussion section, according to
the examples provided, such things as the use of noun phrases and
independent sentences, the use of verbs with imperative mood and
subjunctive mood, the Relative rate of using of extraposition processes
and topicalization, and the number of conjuncts are examined. It is
found that there are significant differences in the first news headlines
of this newspaper in 1978 and 2020 based on the mentioned cases. We
also concluded that the tendency of journalists in 2020 to use finite
clauses as the first headline, the use of subjunctive mood, and the use
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of extraposition was greater than in 1978. We also found that the
tendency to use topicalization and the use of conjuncts in news
headlines was higher in 1978 than in 2020.

Keywords: Etelaat newspaper, first headline, stylistics, syntax

1. Introduction

One of the scientific disciplines that has been able to benefit well from
the achievements of linguistics and continues to grow and expand day
by day with growth and dynamism is stylistics (Farkhondeh, 2015).
The emergence of various branches of stylistics based on linguistic
foundations is evidence of this claim. Among these approaches,
historical, formal, structural, role-oriented, cognitive, pragmatic, and
discourse approaches can be mentioned (Futohi, 2019). In addition to
the approaches that linguistics offers for stylistic studies, this field
also offers methods for conducting stylistic research, one of which is
the Layered Stylistic method. There are different levels of language
that make up this method. The stylistic researcher looks at the text's
style based on its structure in these levels: lexical, semantic, syntactic,
and pragmatic (Darpar, 2011).

Among the various types of press, newspapers can perhaps be
introduced as the written history of different periods—the best and
most expressive medium for examining style in a specific period
(Hormati-Baklou, 2008). Therefore, we chose newspaper news texts
for our research, and for this purpose, considering that the Etelaat
newspaper is the oldest newspaper currently being published in the
country and has always been considered one of the most reputable and
influential newspapers in the developments of society in the last
century, we chose this newspaper for the study.

Research Question(s)

1- What syntactic features can be introduced as stylistic components
for examining the writing style of political newspaper headlines?

2- What changes have these syntactic features undergone in the Etelaat
newspaper between 1978 and 2020?

2. Literature Review
One of the first attempts to use the new findings of linguistics for
literary studies was made by Roger Fowler. Fowler's 1977 book
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Linguistics and the Novel tried to bring together Halliday's systematic,
role-oriented linguistics with Noam Chomsky's generative approach.
He also mixed this with narratological research to try to come up with
a new way to define traditional and critical ideas of fiction, such as
style, characterization, point of view, and so on. In addition, he paid
special attention to the relationship between social structures and
fiction, the discursive structures of fiction, and the relationship
between the author's worldview and point of view.

One of the studies conducted on the subject of press stylistics is the
book by Jeffries (2010). He has tried to make press stylists the main
subject and focus of the research. He has carried out his stylistic
analyses with a critical stylistic approach. He considers the linguistic
text as a whole, and, without paying attention to the different layers of
the text, tries to provide researchers in the field of stylistics with tools
for understanding press style. At the end, he introduces ten tools—
none of which are purely syntactic—to his audience.

3. Methodology

This research was conducted using a descriptive, analytical, and
library method, and its selected sample encompassed the first
headlines, or first titles of Etelaat newspaper in the years 1978 and
2020. The first headline ran in the middle of the upper half of the first
page of the newspaper and was dedicated to the editors’ most
important article or news of the day. Its font size was larger than the
rest of the newspaper content.

Etelaat newspaper came out with 236 issues in 1978 and 261 in 2020.
Using the Cochran formula to choose the statistical sample, 147 issues
from 1978 and 156 issues from 2020 were chosen as the statistical
sample for the study. These samples were selected using a simple
random method.

Once the statistical sample was chosen, it was put into groups based
on syntactic features and processes. This was done to find out which
syntactic features affected the style of newspaper headlines between
1978 and 2020, by counting and describing the processes.

4. Conclusion

In response to the first research question, it can be stated that in some
syntactic features, such as the amount of use of noun groups and
independent sentences, the amount of use of verbs with imperative and
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subjunctive moods, the relative amount of use of the processes of
extraposition and topicalization transformation, and the number of
coordinate constructions, which were examined in this article, there
are significant differences in the first headlines of this newspaper in
the years 1978 and 2020.

In response to the second research question, it should be said that in
1978 Etelaat newspaper, more noun groups were used as first
headlines than in 2020. On the other hand, in 2020, more first
headlines were seen in the form of independent sentences with tense
verbs than in 1978. Also, in 2020, in the headlines that were in the
form of sentences; the subjunctive mood was seen much more than in
1978. In terms of syntactic processes, the extraposition transformation
was used more to move some constructions to the position after the
verb in 2020 than it was in 1978. On the other hand, the initial verb
was used much less in 2020 than it was in 1978.
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