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Abstract

The cultural schema is one of the main tools of cultural linguistics, and it
can be considered as a basis for the interaction of speech acts and speech
understanding. The cultural scheme requires cultural presuppositions and
expectations. Until now, in various analyses, it has been discussed that
nationality shapes linguistic and cultural schemas. However, the influence
of register and style in the formation of cultural schemas has not been
addressed so far. A descriptive-analytical method was used to look into the
cultural ideas and speech acts of three Iranian characters in the story Farsi
Shekar ast (Jamalzadeh, 1300). Each of the interlocutors uses a different
schema. That is why the use of different cultural schemas causes different
conceptualizations in other participants of the conversation. A character who
has not been exposed to a second culture and language, or the language of
religion, does not understand the cultural schema and pragmatism of other
interlocutors. The study findings revealed that in addition to nationality,
different registers and cultural contacts also create different cultural
schemas. The cultural schemas of the second language affect those of the
first language and may change them.
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1. Introduction

Cultural linguistics is based on the assumption that many features of human
languages encode or manifest cultural conceptualizations. In other words,
cultural conceptualizations are rooted in many features of human languages.
The analytical framework of cultural linguistics provides useful tools that
allow us to examine these features to analyze the relationship between
language and cultural concepts. These tools include "cultural schema,"”
"cultural category,” and "cultural metaphor" (Sharifian, 2017, p. 2). Cultural
schemas encompass a set of knowledge that provides a basis for a significant
portion of encyclopedic and pragmatic meanings in human languages and
forms a fundamental basis for *common ground” or the shared knowledge
that is shared by members of a linguistic community (ibid).

Linguistic varieties are divided into two categories recognized as dialectal
varieties (including sub-cultural, professional, social class, and hometown
varieties) and functional varieties (including occupational, technical,
organizational, etc.) (Halliday & Hasan, 1989, pp. 112-117). Context of
speech is defined as a functional variety. Dialectal variations are about
saying the same thing in different ways, while a functional variety is about
expressing different types of things (Halliday & Hasan, 1989, pp. 112-117).
In this study, using a descriptive-analytical method, we examined the impact
of functional and dialectal varieties on cultural schemas present in the
Persian story "Farsi shekar ast" (1921) by Mohammad Ali Jamalzadeh. We
aimed to determine the impact of context on cultural schemas. To so doing,
following a thorough literature review, we introduced the theoretical
framework of the research and analyzed the targeted story within that
framework.

2. Literature Review

Sharifian and Jamarani (2011), in the article "Cultural Schema in
Intercultural Communication," demonstrate that cultural schema can lead to
misunderstandings in many cases where the audience does not know the
Persian language schema. The linguistic schema impacts intercultural
communication and mutual understanding.

Hunzaker and Valentino (2019), who examined political views in
individuals' mental schemas, studied the poverty schema in conservative and
liberal political groups and fund that the structure of schemas is categorized
based on individuals' political views.

Sharifian et al. (2019), investigated how language learners use and express
their cultural schemas in English. Mentioning "modesty” as the
representative of Persian cultural schema, which is not correctly understood
by non-Persian speakers, the authors underscored the shared background
knowledge as the key element in conveying cultural messages. When the
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audience does not have background knowledge of the Persian cultural
schema, they misunderstand it. For example, in phrases like "Don't
embarrass me," while positive politeness is observed in the Persian cultural
schema, it is considered an attack on the audience's face and rudeness for
non-Persian speakers or those who do not have background knowledge of
the Persian cultural schema.

Teaching a foreign language through cultural schema has been the focus of
some studies: Nobakht's (2021) study on the role of cultural and linguistic
schema in reading and writing comprehension of EFL learners focused on
the examining the progress of schemas among language learners. The results
revealed that learners familiar with linguistic schemas out performed the
ones with the cultural schema in the posttests of reading and writing
comprehension in English. Likewise, Strandell (2017), in the analytical
article "Cultural Schema: Toward Conceptual Compatibility in Cross-
Cultural Cognitive Research," explains the concept of cultural schema.
Strandell presents four related arguments for conceptualizing schemas and
their relationship with cognitive schemas and other cultural
conceptualizations. Referring to D'Andrade (1997), Strandell introduces the
cultural schema as a bridge between culture and cognition. With reference
to Sewell (2005), Strandell considers the cultural schema to be nothing more
than the continuation of multiple patterns and situations. The article
concludes that schemas are not "created" at any clear moment but rather
emerge as social patterns after being sufficiently repeated in examples,
individuals, and various contexts; a pattern that is more social than it is
cognitive.

Moin Derbari and Pahlavan-Nejad (2016), in their article "Contextual Shifts
and Their Semantic Consequences in Jalal Al-e Ahmad's 'School Principal',”
explore the use of context within the story. Their analysis concludes that Al-
e Ahmad employs contextual shifts throughout the narrative, aligning these
shifts with changes in situational contexts and variations in the participants
of verbal events. These shifts are based on the nature of the participants'
functional relationships with one another. The study highlights how the
scope of discourse, through the integration of both linguistic and
paralinguistic elements, effectively encompasses all three factors of speech
context: the range of discourse, the mode of discourse, and the style of
discourse. This integration plays a crucial role in realizing the tripartite
factors of the semantic layer of language.

Cultural cognition is explored within various cognitive science subfields and
paradigms. Complexity science researchers, particularly those studying
complex adaptive systems, examine how interactions between parts lead to
collective behavior (Waldrop, 1992). Similarly, cultural linguistics views
cultural cognition as an emergent property arising from interactions among
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community members over time and space, exhibiting unique features that
are not mere aggregations of individual cognition (Sharifian, 2017). Cultural
schemas serve as foundational tools in cultural linguistics, structuring
pragmatic meanings through hierarchical relationships with speech acts,
single concepts, and actions. These schemas encompass beliefs, norms,
rules, and expectations, influencing social behavior. For example, Malcolm's
(2017) cultural schema of "scary things" highlights how schemas help native
English speakers conceptualize external influences their lives. Cultural
categories and subcategories, such as emotions and kinship terms, are
embedded in human languages and cultural metaphors shape cross-domain
conceptualizations based on cultural traditions (Sharifian, 2017).

Cultural linguistics offers both a theoretical and analytical framework to
study cultural conceptualizations underlying human languages. The
theoretical framework includes cultural schemas, cultural categories, and
cultural metaphors as examples of cultural conceptualizations. The
analytical framework uses these elements as tools to define cultural
linguistics (Sharifian, 2017).

Cultural schemas are a subset of cognitive schemas and form an essential
part of cognitive sciences, underlying various terms like scripts, frames, and
mental models (Barbu & Norman, 1975; Bartlett, 1932; D'Andrade, 1995;
Holland & Cole, 1995; Minsky, 1975; Rumelhart, 1980; Sharifian, 2001;
Strauss & Quinn, 1997). Cognitive schemas help organize, interpret, and
transmit information and are integral to many cognitive psychology
paradigms, especially classicism and connectionism. They function to
structure experience, guide memory encoding and retrieval, influence
information processing, and assist problem-solving, among other roles
(Sharifian, 2017).

Several schema classifications exist, often overlooking cultural differences.
Cook (1994) categorizes schemas into world schemas (global knowledge),
textual schemas (arrangement of facts), and linguistic schemas (grammar
knowledge). Cultural schemas also form the basis for pragmatic meanings
in speech acts, influenced by cultural contexts. For instance, greetings in
Chinese involve cultural schemas related to food, while Persian greetings
relate to the health of interlocutors. Cognitive schemas, which organize
knowledge elements to process information, reflect an individual’s prior
knowledge and experiences, facilitating the understanding of new
information. Cultural schemas are deep, mostly unconscious neural
networks aiding perception, interpretation, and action, reinforced through
social interactions and media (Sharifian, 2014).

Nishida (1991) classifies schemas into personal, cultural, and global types
developed through social interactions. The degree of schema organization
impacts an individual's ability to integrate new information and influence
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behavior. Turner (1994) highlights that contextual, strategic, and procedural
schemas activate in new situations, guiding behavior based on context,
specific mechanisms, and procedures. Nishida identifies eight sub-schemas:
reality, person, self, role, context, procedure, strategy, and feeling, which are
primary social interaction schemas reviewed when encountering new
information. Changes in one schema affect others, influencing individual
behavior.

3. Method

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the cultural
schemas and speech acts of three Iranian characters in the story "Farsi
Shekar Ast" by Jamalzadeh (1300). The methodology is structured as
follows: The primary source for this study is the story "Farsi Shekar Ast" by
Jamalzadeh, and the three main Iranian characters in the story are selected
as the subjects of the study. Utilizing the concept of cultural schema
(D'Andrade, 1995; Strauss & Quinn, 1997) as a tool to analyze the
interaction of speech acts and speech understanding, the study examines the
situational contexts and the different registers and styles employed by each
character (Holland & Cole, 1995). Each character's use of cultural schemas
is identified and categorized, and the study analyzes contextual shifts in the
story based on changes in situational context and participants in verbal
events (Bartlett, 1932; Rumelhart, 1980). The identified cultural schemas
are compared to understand how different registers and styles influence
conceptualizations (Barbu & Norman, 1975; Minsky, 1975). Additionally,
the study examines how exposure (or lack thereof) to a second culture and
language influences the understanding of cultural schemas and pragmatism
among characters (Sharifian, 2001). The scope of discourse, through the
integration of both linguistic and paralinguistic elements, effectively
encompasses all three factors of speech context: the range of discourse, the
mode of discourse, and the style of discourse (Sharifian & Jamarani, 2011).
This integration plays a crucial role in realizing the tripartite factors of the
semantic layer of language. The descriptive analysis includes a description
of the cultural schemas utilized by each character, and the analytical
interpretation focuses on how different registers, cultural contacts, and the
second language affect the cultural schemas and speech acts.

4. Discussion

The Persian story "Farsi shakhar Ast" by Mohammad Ali Jamalzadeh
narrates the journey of ship passengers who enter Iran and are imprisoned
by the government due to historical circumstances. The four prisoners
include the Iranian narrator, who resembles Westerners; Ramadan, a
Persian-speaking servant; Sheikh, a cleric fluent in Arabic; and a
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Westernized individual familiar with French. Sheikh uses religious
language, which is incomprehensible to Ramadan due to its cultural
schemas, and the Westernized individual employs French cultural schemas,
also foreign to Ramadan. Conversations illustrate the cultural and linguistic
gaps between the characters. Sheikh's language is rooted in religious
traditions, following specific cultural schemas that Ramadan cannot
understand. The narrator explains to Ramadan that while the language
spoken is Persian, different cultural schemas hinder mutual comprehension.
The story underscores the importance of shared cultural schemas for
effective communication.

5. Conclusion

Proper interpretation of actions requires knowledge of pragmatic schemas,
speech acts/events, and single concepts established in each language. In this
context, the characters do not use the same pragmatic schemas and Ramadan,
one of the characters, lacks understanding of the schemas used by Sheikh
and the Westernized character, leading to a lack of mutual comprehension.
According to the findings of this research, context influences the cultural
schemas of the weaker individual and institutionalized communities.
Therefore, if someone is unfamiliar with a particular cultural schema and
lacks background knowledge of that language and its schemas,
misunderstandings arise, making speech acts, behaviors, and speech
incomprehensible.

Functional and dialectal varieties differ at various levels (syntax, phonetics,
semantics, etc.), using different structures and words; thus, representing
different conceptualizations for expressing specific meanings. Cultural
schemas, as a subset of cultural conceptualizations, are applied differently
based on context and functional or dialectal variety, resulting in different
meanings. People who experience different lives, languages, and contexts
use different linguistic schemas in their speech, reflecting the schemas they
have encountered and experienced, forming part of their background
knowledge. These schemas are incomprehensible to those unfamiliar with
the specific context or who have not experienced life and language in that
culture.
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1. tenor of discourse
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