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Abstract

In the discussion between basic and non-basic voices, many researchers
consider verb change as the main factor in non-basic voices. For instance, in
Persian, both the passive voice and causative constructions exhibit such
characteristics, utilizing markers to indicate passive and causative verbs.
However, from a functional-typological perspective, every construction is
defined based on function(s) it plays. The same construction may have
various strategies across different languages. One of these strategies could
involve changes in the form of the verb, but other strategies also exist for
each construction. This paper aims to define the functions of two non-basic
constructions: the anti-passive construction and the applicative construction.
In the anti-passive construction, the patient role is downgraded and becomes
less prominent, while in the applicative construction, the oblique participant
becomes more prominent and becomes object, concurrently causing a
downgrade in the prominence of the agent. We attempt to demonstrate which
strategies Persian employs to represent these two constructions. Through
this functional analysis, we will examine the reasons for the existence of
these constructions in Persian and their typological relationship with other
languages.

Keywords: anti-passive, applicative, non-basic voice, saliency, topicality,
voice.

1. Introduction

In the discussion between basic and non-basic voices, many researchers
consider verb change as the main factor in non-basic voices. For instance, in
Persian, both the passive voice and causative constructions exhibit such
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characteristics, utilizing markers to indicate passive and causative verbs.
However, from a functional-typological perspective, every construction is
defined based on function(s) it plays. The same construction may have
various strategies across different languages. One of these strategies could
involve changes in the form of the verb, but other strategies also exist for
each construction. This paper aims to define the functions of two non-basic
constructions: the anti-passive construction and the applicative construction.
In the anti-passive construction, the patient role is downgraded and becomes
less prominent, while in the applicative construction, the oblique participant
becomes more prominent and becomes object, concurrently causing a
downgrade in the prominence of the agent. We attempt to demonstrate which
strategies Persian employs to represent these two constructions. Through
this functional analysis, we will examine the reasons for the existence of
these constructions in Persian and their typological relationship with other
languages.

2. Literature Review
The topic of this article concerns constructions like examples (1) to (4):
(1) a. in bacce xeili gaza mixore.
This child eats a lot of food.
b. in bacce xeili mixore.
This child eats.
(2)a. masin bacce ra zad.
The car hit the child.
b. masin be bacce zad.

The car hit the child.

(3)a. disab ketab ra xaridam.
Last night, I bought the book.
b. disab do ta ketabe taze xaridam.
Last night, | bought two new books.

(4)a. u potk ra bar sandan kubid.
He hit the anvil with the hammer.

b. u sandan ra ba potk kubid.
He hit the anvil with the hammer.
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Following functional-typological grammarians (Croft, 2001, 2022), we
consider each of the above examples as a construction. But what does the
term "construction” mean in the phrase "grammatical construction" or
"morphosyntactic construction"? It is clear that construction refers not only
to the morphosyntactic form but is a combination and integration of form
and function. The morphosyntactic form of each construction reflects a
function. Here, the function includes both the meaning or semantic content
of each component of the construction and the informational structure or
communicative role conveyed to the addressee in the process of
communication. In other words, the grammatical constructions of each
language are built for the transfer of information. Therefore, every
morphosyntactic construction has a form that plays a function, and that role
is essentially its meaning and informational structure. For instance, in a
possessive construction like "my brother's book," the words "book" and
"brother" are referential expressions that point to a reference, meaning each
one has a specific meaning. One is the head (book) and the other the modifier
(brother), thus assuming the roles of possessor and possessed, respectively.
Additionally, the whole construction has a role that differs from a sentence
like "my brother has a book," as the information it provides is distinct. The
information created by the construction is not merely the sum of the
meanings of the words but the construction itself is meaning-laden, meaning
it is a way of packaging information that differs from other constructions.
Thus, we can say that in the functional-typological approach, the unit of
study in grammar is the construction; that is, how a morphosyntactic form
expresses a function, and by function, we mean both meaning and
informational structure.

Since the way a grammatical (morphosyntactic) construction is expressed
can differ between languages (for example, the way possession is expressed
in Persian may differ from other languages), in this approach, the prevailing
cross-linguistic framework and universals are of importance and a part of
every discussion. In fact, attention to typological issues shows where
constructions examined in Persian fit within the framework governing
languages. This way, it becomes clear how the three key terms: construction
(Croft, 2001), function (Givon, 2001), and typology (Croft, 2003) interact
within the functional-typological approach.

Alongside construction, which is a functional (semantic and informational),
strategy is a formal concept. In other words, to express a role and
informational concept, various grammatical forms exist in different
languages. These various forms are referred to as strategies. Constructions
define cross-linguistic categories based on functions, while strategies
demonstrate them based on both function and form. For example, different
languages have different strategies for expressing possessive constructions.



Spring & Summer 2024 | No. 39 | Vol. 20 | language and linguistics | 72

Some use affixes, some use prepositions, and others use agreement markers,
among others (Croft, 2003). The number of strategies across the world's
languages for expressing a construction is limited, but each language may
employ one or more strategies to express a construction.

3. Data and discussion

The anti-passive construction is typically defined formally as a construction
that transforms a transitive sentence into an intransitive one, either
eliminating the patient or relegating it to a non-central subject (Silverstein,
1972). This construction, in terms of its role or informational packaging,
stands in contrast to the passive construction, which is used to emphasize the
patient in relation to the agent.

In Persian, there are three strategies for constructing the anti-passive or for
diminishing the prominence of the patient. Below, we will discuss these
three strategies and their characteristics.

A. Indefinite Object Deletion. The deletion of the indefinite object is the first
strategy for constructing the anti-passive, where an object that is indefinite
and has very low specificity, is omitted. Levin (1993) refers to this as the
alternation of omitting the indefinite object. The deletion of the indefinite
object refers to the removal of an "obligatory” complement in the sentence.
When the object has a specific identity and is somewhat more definite, the
sentence is normally transitive, and the patient appears as the object (1a),
but the patient is diminished to the extent that it can be omitted (1b).

B. Zero-marked patient. The second strategy for constructing the anti-
passive in Persian is the patient without a marker or with a null marker. In
this strategy, the object loses the marker that indicates its high specificity,
resulting in an object with low saliency and individuality. This marker in
Persian is "RA". Veigos states that this strategy is similar to incorporation.
In incorporation, a structure referring to an object is combined with a word
that indicates the action, resulting in a construction that serves the role of
the verb's argument (Mithun, 1984). Dabir-Moghadam (2005) considers this
process in Persian to be incorporation, in which the explicit object loses its
grammatical markers (which can include the marker " RA" the indefinite
article "-i," plural markers, possessive pronouns, and demonstrative
pronouns) and thus becomes attached to the verb, losing its grammatical
case. The incorporation of the object diminishes its prominence and it loses
its role significance (Dabirmoghadam, 1995). According to
Dabirmoghadam, the resulting construction is a complex verb. However, in
practice, Persian only employs the object in these constructions without an
object marker, thereby creating an anti-passive structure (ex. 3 a,b).

C. Conative. The third strategy in Persian language to create antonym
construction is Conative alternation (Levin, 1993, p. 42). According to
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Levin, Conative alternation is a solution for transitive change, in which the
subject of transitive and imperative verbs has the same semantic role, but the
object is demoted to oblique position. In other words, the object becomes an
oblique (ex. 2 a,b).

In the applicative construction, a participant that is not among the central
arguments and is not prominent becomes the object of the sentence and
becomes highly prominent. This object is usually called applicative object
(Croft, 2022). In some languages, the verb is marked in the applicative
construction, but there are also cases where the applicative construction is
made without changing the verb (ex. 4 a,b).

4. Conclusion

In the discussion between basic and non-basic voices, many researchers
consider constructions to have non-basic voice in which changes are made
in the form of the verb. For example, in Persian, the passive construction
and the causal construction have such a feature, and elements are used to
indicate the passive verb and the causal verb in this language. In this article,
by defining the role of two non-basic voice constructions, anti-passive and
applicative, we tried to show Persian strategies for making these
constructions.
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