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Abstract

One of the uses of the suffix -tar- in Indo-Iranian is to form an agent noun.
The use of -tar- as the agent suffix has an Indo-European background. In the
Indo-European period, the agent noun with this suffix has two forms,
accented and unaccented, which can be traced in Vedic Sanskrit, Greek and
Latin. In addition to the distinction in the position of the accent, these two
forms of the agent noun differ in terms of meaning and syntax. The purpose
of this article is to determine whether such a differentiation exists between
the two forms of the agent noun in OId Iranian, and to identify their
distinctive features. In other words, our work seeks to assess if the rules of
syntax and morphophonology of the agent nouns in Vedic apply to Old
Iranian. Any conclusion in this article is based on a comprehensive analysis
of all available evidence in Old Iranian.

Keywords: agent noun, historical linguistics, Indo-lIranian, old Iranian,
suffix -tar-.
1. Introduction

In the classification of Indo-European morphological systems, the suffix *-
(te)r- represents one of the most extensively used suffixes for forming agent
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nouns. This suffix demonstrates remarkable productivity across Indo-
European languages, with particular significance in Indo-Iranian linguistic
contexts (Beekes, 2011; Brugmann, 1972; Debrunner, 1954; Tichy, 1995).
Within Indo-Iranian linguistic frameworks, this agent noun suffix is
distinguished into two critical variants: -ter and -tér, re-constructible as *’-
tor and *-tér. These variants differ fundamentally not only in accentual
placement but also in syntactic and semantic characteristics. The distinction
between "pre-accented" and "accented"® suffix forms introduce complex
morphological dynamics that demand sophisticated linguistic investigation
(Benveniste, 1948; Debrunner, 1954; Kiparsky, 2016; Tichy 1995).

Research Questions:

This study aims to conduct a comprehensive analysis of agent nouns with
the -tar- suffix in Old Iranian languages, specifically addressing:

e How do syntactic roles of agent nouns evolve in Old Iranian?

e What morphological transformations characterize the -tar- suffix?

e How do semantic properties of these agent nouns compare between Old Iranian
and Vedic Sanskrit?

2. Literature Review

The historical development of agent nouns formed with the -ter- suffix, has
been an important area of research in historical linguistics. Several scholars
have examined the evolution of this suffix in various Indo-European
languages, with a special focus on Vedic Sanskrit. This review examines the
key contributions to the field, providing a contextual backdrop for the
current study. Since the focus of this paper is on the analysis of synchronicity
in comparison with Vedic, the review of the research background will be
limited to studies related to Indo-Iranian languages.

Benveniste's work (1948), Noms d'Agent et Noms d'Action en Indo-
Européen, examined agent nouns with the suffix -ter- in Indo-Iranian
languages, providing fundamental frameworks for understanding
morphological transformations. However, his analysis remained incomplete,
particularly regarding Old Iranian evidence.

Tichy (1995), in her book entitled Die Nomina Agentis auf -ter in Vedischen,
developed a comprehensive model for analyzing noun-forming suffixes,
offering structural, semantic, and functional perspectives that transcend
individual language studies. Her approach provides a methodological

1 While Indo-European linguistic scholarship has conventionally employed the terms ‘accented'
and 'unaccented' to describe these suffix variations, this study introduces the more nuanced
terminology of “pre-accented” and "accented" suffixes. These refined terms more precisely
capture the complex accentual variation of agent nouns with the suffix -ter-
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blueprint for comparative linguistic research. In the same vein, Kiparsky's
article (2016), The agent suffixes as a window into Vedic grammar of Vedic
grammar, offered profound insights into the noun-forming suffix -ter- in the
Vedic language, demonstrating the complex interplay between
morphological structures and linguistic functions.

While previous research has extensively explored Vedic linguistic patterns,
a critical gap remains in the detailed examination of Old Iranian agent noun
formations with the suffix -tar-. This study seeks to address this scholarly
lacuna by providing a rigorous, comparative analysis.

3. Method

The present research employed a multifaceted methodological approach:
First, the study relied on historical-comparative linguistics; a well-
established framework in Indo-European language studies which forms the
core analytical approach. This method enables systematic examination of
linguistic transformations across diachronic and synchronic dimensions.
Second, the study employed a complementary approach pertaining to the
structural analysis which rooted in Saussurean linguistic principles,
providing additional analytical depth. By examining interlinguistic relations
and structural patterns, the research unveiled nuanced morphological
characteristics of the -tar- suffix. The data were selected through
comprehensive examination of extant Old Iranian linguistic corpora,
including Avestan and Old Persian textual materials, providing empirical
foundation for the analysis.

4. Findings and Discussion

The results of data analysis revealed complex morphological patterns of the
-tar- suffix in Old Iranian:

Accentual Variations: While Vedic Sanskrit maintains a clear distinction
between accented and pre-accented suffix forms, Old Iranian demonstrates
a more flexible distribution, suggesting significant linguistic adaptations.

Morphological Evolution: The suffix undergoes subtle yet meaningful
transformations, reflecting broader linguistic restructuring within the Indo-
Iranian language family.

Comparative Insights: The research illuminates how phonological and
syntactic changes influenced agent noun formations with the agent suffix -
ter-, providing a nuanced understanding of linguistic development.
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6. Conclusion

This study contributes substantively to historical linguistic scholarship by:
e Demonstrating the complex morphological evolution of the -tar- suffix In Old
Iranian Languages.

e Providing a comparative framework for understanding Indo-Iranian linguistic
transformations.

While Old Iranian diverges from Vedic Sanskrit in certain morphological
aspects, the research identifies significant continuities in agent noun
formation. These findings enhance our understanding of historical linguistic
processes and the intricate mechanisms of language change. Future research
could explore similar morphological patterns in other Indo-European
language branches, further extending the comparative linguistic
methodology developed in this study. Limitations include the inherent
challenges of working with limited historical linguistic corpora and the
potential incompleteness of extant textual evidence. The study underscores
the importance of detailed morphological analysis in comprehending
broader linguistic evolutionary patterns.
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3. complex bases



vy | U»Lu‘,;‘l.e 9 2bwe

S0aSS IS8 b wli oo e Lo Jelb el (00,18 4SSt JS2 &5 (533l Zadgaee
OV YN8 (S )5 Wigd 4l el 83l tdels g5i o L oS

Jod S a5 el il 0)lo SIS ATy Wigey (sl Sl Lo (IS ek
5 9,l 3525 0SS Gl jo Cudgaze pl Ll cwass oo pll Jl by (o ) etes Sole
Sele Sbl> ren 4y g Sl (5 Sjge a4 el ol B05jle Wigen @ly )3 jlaaSS S
Sl 5 50 o 2Ll3lsS5 5 Lo ()b 5l ol 4SSty Sl il cnaiz Iog o oo )8
A S 50 A0 Sigay 5o (gl el ol cas 2

tar- W o Jebb gl olixe o S 0,90 4o alidee (puiione Ol jai ay axgi b
(il DLl S Bib sl g Sl S0 e 4 i JSUSSy 5 pgps g Cemdsh S
1S o0 Som ye B bl o Lo aitis Saaes (S)leS 5 (oiS

bl Gl 50 (2lxo b iy F-F-Y

WSS SaS s g sed olinl Sl 0 4SS slo 35 pakae o 4 (euaS LS asilis
0195 es e (Ll Slnl aaled gy p b0 S plete | atws po 4 aiie (aline slaShg
Slio Candgis . Canl (VATA) Cancigin Sl o s 092 sl Gl jo -tar- wige slyls Jeld
s CuLuo-borotar g co-lo-datar &iws 9o 4y Sgae d> 0 posi 4 az g bl b Jeld ol
@ o Ll o olog yo oSt i wile eSlu-baratar g wijls Jus G sasmoplxl asd 4
52 S Sy Sl 4o eske Silie 4 0o ol Jas S plal o Jels S, daby
Ll Joe p 3ST loaST > o g Jeld

eelo-datar g4 51 (FY) 5 (FY) Jloo
62.Y.48,12
t0i z1 data hamaeéstaro aé§omahiia
€aril pid leads a5 wiloads oolgs a4l o LD

63.Y.57,15
Yo janta daguuaiia drujo as.aojanhd ahim.moranco

! (s S0l Mjl,..., JLvowe :&9)3 920 80455 A4S (e lins oo Iy Sg )


javascript:ci(58269,'t4D01i')
javascript:ci(58269,'z2B01')
javascript:ci(58269,'d0101t0101')
javascript:ci(58269,'hama1301st0101r4D01')
javascript:ci(58269,'a130161015902m2E00mahii0101')
javascript:ci(60317,'druj4D01')
javascript:ci(60317,'a61012E00aoja4B01h4D01')
javascript:ci(60317,'ah6B01m2E00m5902r5902nc4D01')

VEOY Oluol ke | ¥ oskad | Y Jle | wliiOb) g 0L | YE

:e-Luo-baratar go5 51 (F0) 5 (¢F) Jls

64.Yt. 17, 14
ag8gm orozatom zaranim abarata

lagl lp canl 43 90,85 535,9
65.Y.14,1;:Vr. 5,1

VIsdi V3 amo$a sponta staota zaota zbata yasta framarota aibijarata
ooy (59539 pow cone e yldimsliial (g1 ol Lo a5 ploole»

Col ails il Glal o line 5led sl (BRI o Canish &5 Wl oo S5 4
S gt |y (sl Slnl slaeld pul a5 ol 03,8 (1S (6 3y ol 4 4z L s
s T yle 5 V050 glylo 4 el a8 Cibo SO ASS in Sl g 5l aien
ol Yl | il sad jlazio o 3l 0ged [yle) Hhas 511 Aguny IS 90 Cadgln 500 &yl 4
Oloy dins 0 o et a5 ol &g Wl oo Jad sla Sy 51y 09ed 9 ey sla S
Sl 5 bels ol slins led 51 K0 (goms 5l ool 42305 az gy Jold pl ) 350
35 Ly el pad Cowd s (gloniiS mls Ao veily bigsye ooy &iely olal s 1 bl
Sl e 4 Bl 5 ez S SO By aBlye 55T o LaJels pl il
5 2y nly @2 (Jolb sl &5 (6330 (s 2 3 (S el 009 2 Sl 4 (Sl Ay
D929 2l0g ;0 4T aisS lay olixe pled a5 5l oo cdalive ! 428 ,S Lol diily oo
S (FF) Jlw yo as nipatar- Jeld pul (Lo olaie 45 058 cad oss lwl Slpl o 0,0
Sl &aly by 5 (2l dnnly JLSo wad oo LA 1) e 3] Sy FV) Jle )3 5 poo

)l (Sived Conogas g (Shy S o)Lil Jle g0 yo 0 Lol il s )3
66. Yt. 14, 57

haomom vora9rajanom baire  nipatarom  vohu  baire
acc.sg.m  acc.sg.n

Cppee 99 Ll (S Ol cpnien 995 L 1) diejgp pgo»

67.Yt. 10, 54
azom vispangm  damangm nipata  ahmi
gen.pl nom.sg.m
€l g0 O3l 005 65) € pimn i Bl dod LgSS opo?
1. aspect

2. tense


javascript:ci(60317,'5902r5902zat5902m')
javascript:ci(60317,'zaranim')
javascript:ci(60317,'0101b5902r5902ta')
javascript:ci(58269,'v2B01s0101i')
javascript:ci(58269,'v59020403')
javascript:ci(58269,'am590261010101')
javascript:ci(58269,'sp5902nt0101')
javascript:ci(58269,'staot0101')
javascript:ci(58269,'zaot0101')
javascript:ci(58269,'zb0101t0101')
javascript:ci(58269,'ya6101t0101')
javascript:ci(58269,'framar5902t0101')
javascript:ci(58269,'aibijar5902t0101')
javascript:ci(60317,'haom5902m')
javascript:ci(60317,'v5902r5902D103r0101jan5902m')
javascript:ci(60317,'baire')
javascript:ci(60317,'nip0101t0101r5902m')
javascript:ci(60317,'vohu')
javascript:ci(60317,'baire')
javascript:ci(60317,'az5902m')
javascript:ci(60317,'v2B01span0501m')
javascript:ci(60317,'d0101man0501m')
javascript:ci(60317,'nip0101ta')
javascript:ci(60317,'ahmi')

Ya | u.nl.u‘,fb 9 @L’w

o2 g cele-datar dws o w2 |y Jebb gl () Concdgi Jantar- Jeld gl 5,50 4o oo b
! ;.:9[.0..,0 L;LJ.A 99 6|)|¢ jantal’— aS Gl Eas 9 S| oé)ﬂ coLlo-baratar awo 5o
68.Vd. 1, 17
9raétaond janta azoi§ dahakai
«Slassilsasiy (g

69.Y.57,15
y0 janta daguuaiia drujo a$.aojaghd ahiim.morancd

€ ol s S 0L dieg sy £9,0 530 805 A5 (sl oo Iy g )

559 Wled elel gy n  az gl bl Glnl o plee nled oy5e )0 (nlnly
o b pline @llay a5 s aoeS (pl 4 g3 oo o 2109 50 b Jebd pl Hlins slao S
47 5 AT 47) Jebb ol sl (2109 50 a5 Slalss (oline slood )l (gim )15 S92
ol 45 Lo sl & im0l Lol 0355 e oaline o linls il 15 a0 s g (oS
ey sl (sIo (sla el punl L g aimo oLt | (slodng sline SLol Lialy (s1,lo (sla Jels
5,5 0525 Lalls il ol 55 s Koo ol sline

G S Az D
Gl ol bl 0 1o J0a ST g ST iy S0 g0 ooy jo -tar- g syl Jeld o]
ksil.».bo 9 ‘59.7u )L._>L....v 6|)|¢ J.CLQ ﬁ-‘*" )‘ Ji..u 9o L)"‘ )‘ raL\S R ] 4..59 oli;l? )...uu
Ao Jeld pul 5l s 90 (ol )0 (g90 Blod 4.0, 5,8 pa b oyl 00,15 5 sitn glisa
bl 4y ol Blal dly slyls Sloass Jeld pul g ol &l slyls 4SS iy Jeld ol
LS ] 7 a8 010 gy lal VS iz o Jeld gl 5SS g0 0l L_s_.l.._m ples
- Sy hlo Jolb sl (lg3 sad 4SS oSl 335 (19948 polee Jodo 4 (bl Sl 5o
ool 3l ) o aae A0 o wlel g lgi ged 55 9 0,5 e Al g0 4 )
ey BT o sl (Slaes 4 o Jelb

Job ml 5l g cnl 9590 50 (IS At (nl 4 Olgiee Gl Slnl Balsd (om0 50
ol 31 USS 90 s uled Lol o 1o 0929 log Jole b (IS job an Slise Slgdren a5 o

shb caly) oSt colu o)lae slass Slog ;0 .abl 5oyl (ul jo (6,08 55 wled jog


javascript:ci(60317,'D103ra1301taon4D01')
javascript:ci(60317,'janta')
javascript:ci(60317,'a7E014D01i6101')
javascript:ci(60317,'dah0101k0101i')
javascript:ci(60317,'y4D01')
javascript:ci(60317,'janta')
javascript:ci(60317,'da1301uuaiiE500')
javascript:ci(60317,'druj4D01')
javascript:ci(60317,'a61012E00aoja4B01h4D01')
javascript:ci(60317,'ah6B01m2E00m5902r5902nc4D01')

VEOY Olol g ke | ¥9 oled | Ye Jl | wlidOly 5 0L | vs

Ol Sl ol oo (o) Ay slyls e l) 4S5 iy el 5l yiins ((Blal aly
iy sl Sl sals Wz j20) waled e il o)y doled (idu ;0 aS jshiles 3
Sl a8 5 a8 wsl ol sacmslis wilsise oyl ings Bl Ely gLl (Kan (o,
el L S 90 Gl e Shle @ el i) LS AT IS8 a4 4SS e S8 bl
39 1ol Lol eslaisls 355 ;Koo Oljlas 4 slgloain 690 5l (oSS 5 4SS i) Jelbb
599 S5lee Vs ol o0ls Sod ST cole 4 b i dx 2 AT i S le ley Job
(ol 03,5 JStn |y el 50 ol o poled a9) o] e Sligan a5 5 Lo g0 o]
Gl 4 Lol o Ygano 5 Wigyp 5 4 Soden slo 4 yiin cdlo 93 opl a5 st el
Sligren azsl cul ol oSS clu sbsjl el g ad, IS & 4SS iy IS 2l Al
g (Blal sl sl cale) JloaSs colu jo a5 il opl aiS oo jion 1) g0
dlao! a5 sl iay el (o ool o s220) Blias Jsaio lins Llod &y aflilins
S el adlilae g Blae ol |z aSul o aneS oo '€ Jgrie adlilaor o] &
Yozl a5 ooy ol Lalls oslias 3l o] (oSep g oot ol &l s cole o,
Sl e 51 oo liwls Sl jo olsg asle (adllas gl s colo) Hloa S cilu 5,18

] Al 4SS s Cole 4 S (6 e

&L

s B 5 Loy 8 il o (liws] 09 ) St (0938 ()0 (VTAY) 5252 o Y 9e

Bartholomae, C. (1961). Altiranisches Wérterbuch, Strassburg Berlin, Walter de
Gruyter.

Beekes, R. S. (2011). Comparative Indo-European Linguistics: An introduction, 2"
ed., Amsterdam/Philadelphia, John Benjamins Publishing.

Benveniste, E. (1948). Noms d’agent et noms d’action en indo-europeen, Paris, A.
Maisonneuve.

Brugmann, K. (1972). A Comparative Grammar of the Indo-Germanic Languages: A
Concise Exposition of the History of Sanskrit, Old Iranian... Old Armenian, Greek,
Latin, Umbro-Samnitic, Old Irish, Gothic, Old High German, Lithuanian and Old
Church Slavonic (Vol. 2), 2" ed, India, The chowkhamba sanskrit series office.

Debrunner, A., & Wackernagel, J. (1954). Altindische Grammatik. 2: 2. Die
Nominalsuffixe, Gottingen, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht.

de Vaan, M. (2003). The Avestan Vowels, Amsterdam, Rodopi.

de Vaan, M., & Garcia, J. M. (2014). Introduction to Avestan. Leiden, Brill.

Geldner, K. F. (1889). Avesta, the sacred books of the Parsis. Stuttgart, W.
Kohlhammer.

Gershevitch, 1 (1959). The Avestan Hymn to Mithra, Cambridge, University Press.

1. objective genitive


https://www.gisoom.com/book/1367952/%DA%A9%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF%DB%8C%D9%86-%DB%8C%D8%B4%D8%AA-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B4-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Stuttgart&si=AEcPFx6l3RvH8SFlhHZyn7jIc6m2bU9vmoFvFAMQv2WWSYjXN0N5mORWuT5HqmZOawaJa2MUg3y4IO2v1xLMWrHf3uS-TZV3xWuAxd_K5msZjRSrHQFsAm7CazzuZHF4_hBc1eIg_S_Qkdw-eVaL3p3ARZp7_JL1F0p9qh-zAFnhO8aOezl2pGcWCOrABAY6dvUEB3dZl6tW&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjp9uWD7t39AhUE26QKHdCGCZIQmxMoAXoECEcQAw

\n'% | U»Lu‘,;‘l.e 9 @L’w

Jackson, A. V. W. (1892). An Avesta grammar in comparison with Sanskrit and the
Avestan alphabet and its transcription, New York, Ams Press.

Jamison, S. W., & Brereton, J. P. (2014). The Rigveda: the earliest religious poetry
of India (Vol. 1), NeW York, SAGE Publications

Kellens, J. Pirart, E.(1990) Les textes vieil-avestiques. Vol. Il. Répertoires
grammaticaux et lexique. Wiesbaden.

Kent, R. G. (1950). Old Persian: Grammar. Texts. Lexicon. New Haven, Connecticut,
American Oriental Society.

Kiparsky, P. (2016). The agent suffixes as a window into Vedic grammar, Sahasram
Ati Srajas. Indo-Iranian and Indo-European studies in honor of Stephanie W.
Jamison, 170-192.

Kuiper, F. B. J. (1983). Ancient Indian Cosmogony. India, Vikas Publishing House
Private.

Mayrhofer, M. (1992). Etymologisches Worterbuch des Altindoarischen, I,
Heidelberg, The Universitatsverlag Winter (UWH).

Mayrhofer, M. (1996). Etymologisches Worterbuch des Altindoarischen, 11,
Heidelberg, The Universitatsverlag Winter (UWH).

Pirart, E. (2006). L 'Aphrodite iranienne. Etudes de la déesse Arti, Traduction annotée
et édition critique des textes avestiques la concernant, Paris, L’Harmattan.

Tichy, E. (1995). Die Nomina agentis auf tar im Vedischen, Heidelberg, The
Universitatsverlag Winter (UWH).

Whitney, W. D. (1896). A Sanskrit Grammar, Including both the Classical Language,
and the older Dialects, of Veda and Brahmana. 3" issue, London, Kegan Paul,
Trench, Tribner & Co.

5o ar- Wgey lyls Jel sl oyl sy OV FT) Lo joest ans o caliondls g 4y )l ¢ plxo iallio cpl a4y SLsiwl
AN POV o iliinls g obs olisly !
doi: 10.30465/L.S1.2025.45571.1688


https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/home
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/home




