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Abstract

The phenomenologists who have greatly appreciated Bergson's philosophy have not
neglected to immediately add the critique that Bergsonian thought is halted midway and
is thus frozen in a form of naive realism. On the other hand, the realists, in criticising
Bergson's philosophy, have regarded it as a version of correlationism, which differs
from phenomenology only in degree and not in nature. Thus, two complementary forms
of reduction of Bergson's philosophy are constituted: realism and phenomenology. From
this perspective, the question of whether one can consider Bergson's thought as a
version of correlationism, and consequently as a type of premature phenomenology,
also serves as a response to the inquiry of whether Bergsonian philosophy, if it is not a
form of phenomenology, is necessarily a naively redlistic thought, as some
phenomenologists assert. The contribution of this writing is to defend the idea that
Bergson's thought, through the notion of the given absolute, surpasses and encompasses
this duality. This simultaneous surpass of phenomenology and naive realism will be
explained by the specific relationship that Bergson establishes between consciousness
and duration. This relationship, in turn, rests on the possibility of the givenness of the
absolute, which isimpossible in both phenomenology and realism.
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I ntoduction

Considering Bergson's philosophy from the perspective of phenomenology, in order to
compare and evaluate the latter, is a long-standing and seemingly justified approach.
Indeed, in both thoughts, the duality between subject and object is transcended, the
intuition of lived time occupies a central place, data are fundamental in themselves, and
temporality constitutes the foundation of consciousness. However, this evaluation,
carried out by three generations of phenomenologists (Roman Ingarden, Maurice
Merleau-Ponty, Renaud Barbaras), is based on the idea that Bergson's philosophy
represents a kind of early — and, of course, unfinished — phenomenology. From this
point of view, Bergson's philosophy is perceived as a version of realism that ultimately
reduces consciousness to a thing. However, realists such as Quentin Meillassoux also
consider Bergson's philosophy as a type of correlational thought, of the same nature as
phenomenology. The common hypothesis among all these perspectives is that Bergson's
philosophy presents a difference of degree compared to phenomenology. We strive to
demonstrate the contrary: it differsin nature.

Materials and M ethods

In discussing Bergson's philosophy as well as that of certain phenomenologists and
realists, we focus on the sources and primary literature. From this point of view, we
have taken into account the similarities and (false) identities at the level of technical
terms and the lexical field of the two philosophies, as well as in the formulations and
statements of the problems and positions. However, upon closer examination, we
attempt to dissect the profound difference in substance, despite the striking similarity in
form. Our method, as far as one can speak of it in this context, consists of highlighting
the differences in the false mixtures, rather than seeking unity beyond multiplicity. It is
evident that this approach isinspired, in its generality and orientation, by Bergson's own
philosophy.

Discussion & Results

The main contribution of this article is to defend the idea that Bergson's philosophy,
based on the notion of the given absolute, simultaneously surpasses correlational
thoughts such as phenomenology and different forms of realism. On one hand, the
absoluteness of Bergson's duration establishes a clear distinction between Bergson's
philosophy and any philosophy that thinks under the universal a priori of correlation.
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On the other hand, the Bergsonian réel to which consciousness refers is only the
moving, which differs in nature from a reified conception of the rea: the thing, in
Bergson's eyes, is merely an abstraction of the flow of the real, of the real as duration.
Hence, the impossibility of considering Bergson's thought as a regrettable return to the
reified conception of the real. In result, realists are not justified to consider Bergson's
thought as a version of correlationalism, neither phenomenologists are alowed to
designate it as a disguised realism.

Conclusion

Bergson's philosophy is not limited to a simple difference of degree with
phenomenology, but presents a difference of nature. Therefore, despite appearances,
there is a profound divergence between the notions and fundamental conceptions of the
two. The Bergsonian given absolute is exempted to be received or to be given to a
certain consciousness. Consequently, the meaning of donation in Bergson's philosophy
fundamentally differs from that proposed in phenomenology. In Bergson's philosophy,
the donation consists of a continuous differentiation of duration, and consciousness
itself is merely the product of one of its movements of differentiation. In contrast,
donation, according to the understanding of the three phenomenologists mentioned
earlier, stemming from Husserlian phenomenology, is the establishment of a
correlational relationship between the given and the receiver. From this perspective,
while for Husserl's phenomenology consciousness is aways the consciousness of
something, for Bergson's philosophy, thinking intuitively amounts to thinking in
duration. In the same vein, the responses of these two philosophies to the question of
experience are also different: one transforms transcendence into immanence, while the
other transforms self-consciousness into consciousness of the other. The basis of this
difference lies in the two distinct ontologies and logics that underlie each of these
philosophies. The logic of phenomenology is based on the fundamental principle of
correlation, while the logic of Bergson's philosophy is that of expression. What
underpins Bergson's philosophy, namely duration as the given absolute, cannot be
discussed either in correlational thoughts such as phenomenology or in the different
versions of realism. It isirreducibly Bergsonian.
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