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Abstract 

Scientific systems are based on theories. Theories are significant scientific legacies and 

the result of human effort. Therefore, they require to be reviewed for further 

improvement. Concepts are among the most important elements of theories, as the 

explanation and formulation of a theory are based on some fundamental concepts. This 

study critically examines four conceptual elements: “Sunna-tu-Allah” (Allah’s 

Precedent), “Change,” “Religion,” and “Fitrah” (nature) in Martyr Sadr’s theory of 

historical traditions in the Qur’an, which are among the most important conceptual 

elements in his theory. The method of the paper is descriptive-analytical. The study is 

fundamental in terms of type and purpose. The data was collected and analyzed through 

document review. The Holy Qur’an and Martyr Sadr’s book “al-Madrasat al-

Quraniyyah” were used as the research community, and other sources related to the 

research objectives were used as explanatory and supplementary sources. The results of 

this study indicate that Martyr Sadr’s conceptualization is not coherent and lacks a 

systematic framework, while the explanation of the concepts of “Sunnatullah” and 
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“Change” requires refinement and completion. The explanation of the concept of 

“Religion,” despite its importance and breadth, does not possess appropriate 

formulation and organization. This fact has also caused problems for those compiling 

his works. Additionally, the theorist has not addressed others’ views on the concept of 

“Fitrah,” which is also endorsed by some narrations. 

Keywords: Martyr Sadr, Critical Reading, Historical Traditions of the Qur'an, Allah’s 

Precedent, Change, Religion, Nature. 
 

Extended Abstract 

Theories are explained through a number of concepts. The importance of concepts in 

explaining theories is undeniable. Some even emphasize that talking about science 

without concepts is like saying engraving without tools, a railway without tracks, a 

mammal without bones, and finally, a love story without love. Any science without 

concepts would be a strange and imaginary creation. The concepts used to explain 

theories vary in their level of inclusiveness and abstraction. Some are fundamental, with 

higher levels of inclusiveness and abstraction, while others have lower levels of 

abstraction. However, concepts are the main components that shape theories. Qur’an-

based theories are no exception to this rule. Among them is Martyr Sadr’s theory of 

historical traditions, which is one of the most famous Qur’an-based theories in recent 

centuries. This theory has been reviewed and sometimes criticized from various 

perspectives; however, the concepts of the theory have never been reviewed and 

critiqued. Since the concepts of the theory are derived from the Qur’an, their semantics 

in the Quran are of extraordinary importance because correct and complete semantics of 

the concepts ensure the sufficient reference of the theory to the Qur’an, while incorrect 

or incomplete semantics of the concepts results in insufficient reference to the Qur’an 

and defects in the theory. Martyr Sadr employs more than 40 concepts to explain the 

theory of historical traditions in the Qur’an. One aspect of validating the theory, 

especially its reference to the Holy Qur’an, is to assess the accuracy of the semantics 

and conceptualizations mentioned, based on the data from the Qur’an itself. This study, 

due to the limitations of a scientific paper, only critically reads four fundamental and 

important concepts in the mentioned theory. In reviewing the concepts, although there 

are multiple aspects of the review, only the main considerations are addressed for 

brevity. In some cases, to facilitate understanding of the structure and comparison of the 

volume of content that the theorist dedicates to the concepts, Martyr Sadr’s data is 

shown quantitatively and graphically based on the volume of pages. The method of the 
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study in this critical reading is descriptive and analytical. The research has multiple 

aspects; however, it is primarily fundamental. Although it has a methodological and 

practical approach, it examines the method of semantics and its dimensions and 

emphasizes the precise semantics of concepts in theorizing. The structural pattern of the 

discussion is as follows: first, we address the Qur’anic nature and documentation of the 

concept in the Qur’an; then, we provide a report on its processing in the theory of 

historical traditions. After that, Martyr Sadr’s statements about the concept are analyzed 

and reviewed. Although some undeniable advantages of the theorist’s explanations are 

stated, the emphasis is on the shortcomings of the explanations of the concepts. 

Explaining the shortcomings can pave the way for new and advanced versions of the 

theory, in which the explanation of the fundamental concepts of the theory is 

accompanied by greater accuracy and correctness, and its reference to the Qur’an is 

more sufficient. Each of the four selected concepts for critical review is important and 

decisive. “Sunnatullah” is considered the genus of various traditions. Discussing 

historical traditions requires accepting the existence of divine traditions in the Qur’an. 

Therefore, explaining it is like explaining one of the foundations of historical traditions. 

After the concept of “Sunnatullah,” the concept of “Change” plays a central role in the 

theory of historical traditions, so much so that it can be called the theory of change. The 

concept of “Religion” is the beginning of explaining the network of historical traditions. 

The importance of the concept of religion is that the network of explaining divine 

formative and legislative traditions forms the main part of religion. The concept of 

“Fitrah” is the fourth concept reviewed in this paper. Fitrah is another expression of the 

harmonious creation of humans with religion. The importance of the concept of Fitrah 

is that this harmony makes the establishment of religion by humans inherently possible 

and legislatively obligatory. After reviewing each of the four concepts, the paper 

concludes that the theorist never provides a certain definition of “Sunnatullah” and does 

not clearly present its types, including historical traditions. The theorist’s conception of 

the concept of change in its Qur’anic documentation is subject to critique. Since he does 

not adhere to the original use of words in the Qur’an, he derives a more specific 

meaning from what has a broader meaning. His statements about the tradition of 

religion contain valuable and important insights, and lack the necessary coherence. The 

breadth and lack of coherence in this part of the theorist’s statements are shown through 

diagrams and comparisons of quantities and titles. If the editors of Martyr Sadr’s works 

accept the critical views of this study, they can incorporate more meaningful titles and 

structures in new editions of the book “Al-Madrasah Al-Qur’aniyyah” so that the titles 
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they choose for the content should be coordinated and consistent with what the theorist 

intended to explain. 
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