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Abstract

Feminism is a social movement that began in the late 18th century in Europe and
America with the aim of eliminating gender discrimination against women, and has
gone through three distinct periods to date and various tendencies emerged. In Iran, the
Constitutional Movement brought female identity into all spheres, promoting writers to
challenge traditions that limited women and to spread feminist ideas. They incorporated
feminist concepts into their works, transforming the masculine atmosphere of literature.
With the introduction of feminist ideas into the field of literary criticism in the late
1960s, "feminist criticism" emerged as a way to analyze literary works. This article
aims to provide a report on the history of literature and literary criticism as influenced
by the feminist movement. We argue that feminist literacy criticism, by identifying the
fundamental needs of women — such as equal social, political, and educational rights
with men, the prevention of male authority, the eradication of gender injustice, the
correction of harmful societal traditions, and the independence of women—offers a
fresh perspective on literary texts. This approach allows for a deeper exploration of the
human characters represented within them. After introducing this approach to literary
texts, we have subjected Romain Rolland's novel "The Enchanted Soul" and Simin
Daneshvar's novel "Savushun" to feminist criticism using a descriptive-analytical

method. We have come to the conclusion that in these works, the need for freedom,
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cultural and social barriers to their employment, the superiority of the male sex over the
female, misogyne and breaking the tradition of women, physical and psychological
violence against women, which are among the main problems they are in patriarchal

societies, it is clearly reflected.

Keywords: Feminism, Literary Criticism, Contemporary Fiction, The Enchanted Soul,

Savushun.

Introduction

Feminism is a social movement that began in the late 18th century in Europe and
America with the aim of eliminating gender discrimination against women, and has
gone through three distinct periods to date. As the geographical scope of this movement
expanded, and various tendencies emerged, including liberal feminism, Marxist
feminism, and radical feminism. The essence of all these tendencies is the elimination
of discrimination against women and the attainment of the privileges that men have
traditionally accessed. Although this movement originated in Western society, it quickly
spread to the East, transitioning from sociology to other disciplines and finding its place
in the realm of literature. Prior to the emergence of this perspective, literature was
dominated by a patriarchal view of women, with men occupying the literacy field while
women were often marginalized. However, with the expansion of the feminist
movement in literary works, writers have sought to combat these existing limitations
and introduce feminine perspectives into various cultures. In Iran, the Constitutional
Movement brought female identity into all spheres, promoting writers to challenge
traditions that limited women and to spread feminist ideas. They incorporated feminist
concepts into their works, transforming the masculine atmosphere of literature. With the
introduction of feminist ideas into the field of literature and literary criticism in the late
1960s, "feminist criticism" emerged as a way to analyze literary works. Thus, literature,
which had historically depicted women as inferior, gradually evolved into a platform

where women could shine.

Materials & Methods

After introducing this approach to literary texts, we have subjected Romain Rolland's
novel "The Enchanted Soul" and Simin Daneshvar's novel "Savushun" to feminist

criticism using a descriptive-analytical method.
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Discussion & Result

This article aims to provide a report on the history of literature and literary criticism as
influenced by the feminist movement. We argue that feminist literacy criticism, by
identifying the fundamental needs of women — such as equal social, political, and
educational rights with men, the prevention of male authority, the eradication of gender
injustice, the correction of harmful societal traditions, and the independence of
women—offers a fresh perspective on literary texts. This approach allows for a deeper

exploration of the human characters represented within them.

Conclusion

Upon analyzing the two novels, we conclude that both authors share goals rooted in
social and political contexts, which constitute the central themes of their respective
works. We found that the reflection of social issues with a feminist lens in "Savushun"
can be seen as an extension of what Romain Rolland experienced during his time, as
described in "The Enchanted Soul". Both authors strive to depict the salient issues
facing women in their respective societies through their narratives and literacy
techniques. "The Enchanted Soul" portrays the political and social conditions of early
twentieth-century France, where women are the forefront of existence, actively seeking
to form their own female identities. Simin Daneshvar also places women within a
patriarchal setting in "Savushun" while advocating for their rights. Furthermore, we
note that although these two novels share common social themes—such as feminism,
gender discrimination, and resistance to prevailing traditions—their approaches to these
issues differ in some respects. For instance, Romain Rolland addresses the issues more
explicitly, whereas Simin Daneshvar reflects them in a more subtle manner. This
discrepancy arises from the differing political structures of their societies. Simin
Daneshvar often addresses social issues less overtly due to the more aggressive status of
women's rights in her society compared to France, which is more advanced in this
regard. Therefore, there is a significant difference in the explicitness of expression
between the two authors. For example, Simin Daneshvar often addresses social issues in
a less explicit manner due to the conditions of her society which is more backward than
France regarding equal rights for women. In contrast, Romain Rolland does not face this

limitation, as his country is a pioneer in this field.
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