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The Internet and its pervasiveness in various aspects of human life have had
a broad impact on the methods of social activities and have created new ideas
in the functioning of social movements, including feminism. Therefore, the
development of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) has
brought about widespread changes in feminist activities in recent decades.
However, due to the specific epistemological characteristics of cyberspace,
feminists have been influenced by these and have consequently presented
different ways of functioning. Features like relativity in knowledge, changing
the language of knowledge, and democratization can be considered
epistemological characteristics of cyberspace. This paper uses a descriptive-
analytical approach to explain how cyberfeminism are influenced by one of
the key epistemological characteristics of cyberspace, namely the
democratization of knowledge, on their approach. It seems that despite all the
distinctive epistemic features of Information and Communication
Technology, the democratization of knowledge in cyberspace is not
unaffected by the social context in the real world.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, new human achievements especially Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
have broken through many old scientific frameworks and boundaries, reaching their peak with the
emergence of the Internet and the formation of cyberspace. The creation of such extensive information
networks, leading to the formation of a network society or information society in the world, has made
human society highly dependent on the circulation of information. Meanwhile, feminists, taking advantage
of this space, have transferred most of their activities from the real world to the virtual world.

This type of feminists, referred to as hyperfeminist, generally see information technology and the internet
as a place where feminist issues are asserted. However, this group's efforts to resolve gender issues in
cyberspace and social media are affected by various characteristics, including the epistemological
characteristics of this space. This article examines the democratization of knowledge in cyberspace and its
impact on the cyberfeminism approach.

Discussion

The democratization of knowledge, as one of the main characteristics of this space, has an impact on
cyberfeminist activities from two aspects: one is the democratization of information and knowledge in
cyberspace itself, and the other is democracy in access to cyberspace and available information.
Regarding the first dimension, some cyberfeminists, with a critical perspective, consider knowledge in
cyberspace to be completely gendered and a type of male knowledge, and therefore emphasize the creation
of knowledge and understanding through women's lived experiences. They believe that a platform owned
by men cannot provide a suitable cognitive space for women. Because although offline hierarchies are
destroyed in cyberspace, they are reconstructed in this space. In contrast to this theory, some who are more
optimistic about the democratization of knowledge in this space believe that the perspectives of dominated
groups such as women can be used to open up new forms of knowledge. Prominent cyberfeminists such as
Donna Haraway, following this approach and with feminist efforts, seek to develop an alternative scientific
approach based on “Standpoint Theory”; a theory that prioritizes women’s ways of knowing over others.
By proposing “Standpoint Theory”, they do not seek to challenge or reinvent the positivist framework of
science, but rather to improve standards within its traditional framework.

In relation to democracy in access to cyberspace and available information, some features have been
considered to fulfill this dimension. The first is accessibility. Accordingly, individuals, regardless of gender,
race, etc., can access computer networks. Thus, the Internet enables women to connect and engage in
dialogue with women around the world. The second potentially democratizing feature of
cybercommunication is its social decontextualization. There are three hypotheses regarding the realization
of this feature: the first hypothesis assumes the disappearance of gender differences in cyberspace; In
contrast, the second hypothesis considers social norms and stereotypes to be more prominent in cyberspace;
And the third hypothesis considers gender differences to be variable depending on the nature of the context.
Accordingly, some contexts provoke stereotypical behaviors, while others demand similar behaviors from
men and women.

Meanwhile, Haraway, while explicitly opposing the second hypothesis, considers Internet-based
communications to lack any reference to the signs that link individuals to the social group to which they
belong. Therefore, by proposing the idea of the cyborg and by taking women beyond their biological bodies,
she considers the laws of nature and biology to be devoid of authority as the basis of gender difference and
inequality. Some, while opposing the views of Haraway and her supporters, based some existing studies
and statistics, consider the online space not inherently liberating for women, and point to the existence of
systematic differences in the participation patterns and discursive styles of men and women in information
and communication technology.

In addition to the two features of accessibility and social decontextualization, a third democratizing feature
of communication in cyberspace is the absence of a set of agreed-upon and established contracts.

62



The Democratization of Knowledge in Cyberspace and Its Reflection on the Cyberfeminism Approach 61-84

In addition to the three aforementioned characteristics that create a democratic communication in
cyberspace, a discourse becomes inherently democratic when it has a series of components. Accordingly,
cyberfeminist activities, especially feminist discourse in this space, are democratic when the components
presented by Habermas are observed. Despite the significant entry of cyberfeminists into online discourses,
this entry has often been shaped by discourses that are often considered a Western issue. However, feminist
discourses have traditionally been embedded in the liberation tradition. Also, overt censorship that violates
a democratic discourse is not yet very common.

Conclusion

Despite all the efforts of cyberfeminists to democratize the knowledge of cyberspace, objective evidence
and available statistics show that the level of productivity of women and men from the Internet is not the
same and the conditions desired by Habermas for the realization of democratic discourse are not well met.
Accordingly, some cyberfeminists believe that cyberspace is more power- and hierarchical-based than
democratic. This is partly due to previous patterns of hierarchy and male dominance in society, because
technology is shaped by the social context in which it is used.

Feminists’ efforts to map out a democratized space of knowledge in cyberspace have ultimately led to an
approach that redefines humanity while preserving options for redefining gender identity. The feedback to
this approach is reflected in Haraway’s metaphor of the cyborg, something that moves beyond the dualisms
and limitations of traditional gender; a trans-gendered, constructed identity that straddles the boundary
between human and animal, animal and machine, and male and female. Accordingly, in the virtual world
we are no longer male or female, but rather all of these together, yet none of these. This is while some
feminists believe that the sexual body is not only not negligible, but is also the foundation of women's actual
and lived experience.

The implication of these words is not simply to add cyberspace to life, but to affect all of life. Accordingly,
the current transition threatens not only male and gendered knowledge, but also other symbolic forms of
human relationships.
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