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Abstract

The sexualization of ethics has been noticed mainly in the
last two centuries and mostly by feminists who believe that
Western ethics from the time of ancient Greece to the
modern period has taken a male or patriarchal approach.
At the same time after many feminist criticisms of this
approach, not only was the gender perspective of ethics not
completely rejected, but alternative approaches were
proposed that have new gender strains classified under the
five approaches: feminist ethics, female ethics, caring
ethics, lesbian ethics and queer ethics. In this article, after
introducing and reviewing these five gender approaches
and comparing their similarities and differences, some
criticisms will be raised about the principle of the gender
approach to ethics and the challenges faced.
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Introduction

With the emergence of feminism, issues related to gender have also been brought up in the field of
ethics. Feminist scholars have criticized ancient and modern moral theoties and based on this, natural
issues have emerged in ethics from a gender perspective, which try to revise the structure of previous
systems. In a general classification, the theories that have been proposed so far as a gender approach to

ethics can be divided into five categories which we will examine here.

1. Feminist ethics

From ancient times to modern era, philosophers and scholars of ethics have a gender perspective on
ethics and have considered male moral character and virtues as different and superior to the female
type. Feminist ethics was first of all a reaction to these misogynistic views. The origins of this reaction
can be found in Mary Wollstonecraft's book entitled Women's Rights in the 18th century, where she
extended her critique of social structures to morality and rose against the arguments of the

aforementioned philosophers, who were all men:

“I here throw down my gauntlet, and deny the existence of sexual virtues... . Women, I allow, may
have different duties to fulfil; but they are human duties, and the principles that should regulate

the discharge of them, I sturdily maintain, must be the same” (Wolstoncraft, 1792, p. 51).

In the course of feminist struggles for a hundred years, all such discussions to achieve gender justice,
including the moral field, were later expressed, but a term called feminist ethics is still expressed, and
many activists in this field, including Ida Wells-Barnett, Charlotte Perkins-Gilman Jane Addams, and
Alice Paul refused to even call themselves feminists (Nortlock, 2019, p. 5). At the same time, protests
against patriarchal ethics continued until finally in the 1970s, feminist ethics became a scientific field
with the works of Abigail Rosenthal, Carolyn Korsmeyer, and Alison Jagger (Jaggar, 1974; Korsmeyer,
1973) and entered universities. In a period of thirty years, in addition to Jagger, writers such as Virginia
Held, Rosemary Tong, Claudia Card, Elizabeth Perner, Samantha Brennan, E. Bruning, S. Wise and
Hilda Lindemann, each in separate books and articles under the title of "feminist ethics" reviewed the
literature of this approach and introduced its components from their point of view, and helped establish
this term as a serious ethical approach (Browning, 1993; Held, 1990; Wise, 2002).

In general, it can be said that feminist ethics seeks gender justice in the field of ethics in such a way
that the ability and moral capacity of women is not evaluated less than the ability of men. Secondly,
women should be given the opportunity and permission to be present in different fields that they have
been deprived of until now, in order to show their equal moral abilities. According to this group of
critics, not only the problems and issues of women, but basically the problems and issues of the modern

world are rooted in the belief in the superiority of men, and considering women inferior even breaks
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the foundation of morality itself (Wolstoncraft, 1992, pp. 131- 135).

2. Female/womanly ethics

Along the feminist point of view, another ethical approach called feminine ethics has been proposed,
which is sometimes called feminist or feminist ethics, but in fundamental cases, it has serious conflicts
with feminist ethics. The approach of female ethics not only believes in the difference between the
morals of women and men, but also values the moral characteristics of women as superior and higher
(see Bank, 1981). This view extends from Beecher (1869) and Stanton (1881) and the school of "real
womanhood" and "culture of domestic life" in the nineteenth century to early readings of the ethics of
care in the contemporary period.

In fact, Beecher and Stanton agreed with Aristotle and Rousseau that the moral character and
virtues of men and women are different, but at the same time they believed that gender virtues, both
male and female, are equally good and valuable, or that female virtues are superior. For example,
Beecher believed that women, unlike men, by their nature are able to nurture and act on the virtue of
"Christ-like" sacrificial benevolence, which is necessary for the good and progress of society (Dilon,
2018, p. 12). Another type of female ethics with a more religious and traditional flavor that was popular
in the 19th century and promoted by women was the theory of domestic life, which considered the

woman to be the center of the family and the "light of the house" (Welter, 1996, p. 152).

3. Ethics of care

In the briefest introduction, it can be said that the ethics of care is a moral point of view in contrast to
the ethics of justice, which believes that firstly, it is as important as avoiding injustice to others and
achieving justice, and more, as it is to be kind and pay attention to others; Secondly, what has been
discussed so far in Western moral theories, especially the Kantian-Rawlsian theory, is the first point of
view, and for this reason, the point of view of care has not received enough attention from moral
theorists, and, thirdly, women have a point of care more than men, and in addition to the details,
conditions and intimate relationships are more important and they are more trusting; while men have
more of a justice view than women, they have a more holistic, abstract and principle-oriented view and
are more independent (see Baier, 1986; Gilligan & Attanucci, 1988).

In addition to Gilligan and Nuddings, who ate the primary designers of care theory, a contemporary
writer who has carefully examined the idea of "virtues" arising from maternal actions is Sarah Ruddick.
Ruddick says in the book Maternal Thinking that this type of thinking offers a distinctive way of caring
and knowing and recognizes maternal virtues as follows: responsiveness to growth and change,
recognition of individual differences, being open to humor and cheerfulness even in the face of life's

challenges, dangers and fragility, compassionate love that focuses on the child's reality and is receptive
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to his growth, surrender and separation, humility, which involves self-sacrificing respect for reality, and
pragmatic realism, which involves understanding and respecting the child as an independent person

(Ruddick, 1984).

4. Lesbian ethics

Lesbian ethics can be seen as a reaction that started from a feminist position and an effort to seek
justice, but has reached more radical results than female ethics in the sense that it considers women's
morals to be much superior to men's morals, and above that, it adopts an anti-masculine point of view.
In other words, if we consider the ethics of care as a moderate reading of feminine ethics, which
considers men as capable of acquiring feminine virtues as women, then homosexual ethics, which is in
the minority both theoretically and in the field of social realization, is the extreme side of feminine
ethics. It is said that those who adherer to it have presented a separatist approach towards the society
of men. This is why this position is sometimes called radical feminism.

Lesbian feminists, including Marilyn Frye, Sarah Hoagland, and Chatlotte Bunch, believe that not
only do women have a natural moral superiority over men, but also that socially and communally, it is
essentially in a female society that moral virtues have the opportunity to emerge and manifest themselves
more fully, and in the existing structures where men still maintain their control and dominion over
women, albeit hidden, it cannot be expected to realize women's ethics in a good way. Therefore, the
separate and collective life of women can be a solution for a more ethical and autonomous life for
women. Of course, the solution of gay feminists is not necessatrily a permanent separation from men's
society, but as a strategy to reach the stage of liberation from male domination and achieve a more

complete personal development (Davis, 1999, p. 271).

5. Queer Ethics

Queer ethics, which has been proposed in the last two decades, presents its assessment of existing moral
issues in the form of protesting against the male-decisive dualism and believes that in order to achieve
a just society, there must be a consensus in this duality that genders intermediate and mixed are entitled
to their rights without any gender discrimination. As it seems in the female-male binary or
psychologically-personally, they cannot do themselves in this binary category, not to oppose different
and degrading treatment because of their gender or sexual orientation (see Nicholas, 2019). From this
point of view, we can consider their egalitarian demands as feminist (first type) and rightly justice

oriented.

Conclusion

It can be said that the common features of these five approaches are as follows: 1. Criticism of

discrimination in common ethical theories, 2. Criticism of patriarchy, 3. Hope to reform the institution
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of ethics, 4. Gender reform as the most important reform of the institution of ethics. On the other
hand, their differences consist of defining a position about gender essentialism, the relationship between
reason and emotion, the issue of individual independence or emphasizing relationship and dependence.
Finally, some considerations about the gender approach to ethics and the challenges ahead are as
follows: 1. The impossibility of defining these approaches as an alternative to the three theories of
normative ethics despite all the claimed structural differences, 2. Many criticisms of these approaches
are not included in the main theories, popularizing and confusing areas of criticism, 3. the fundamental
internal conflict in the gender approaches themselves, which creates contradictions for each of the
parties to the conflict, 4. the need to deal seriously and critically with the new gender approaches as

much as the common ethical approaches and not to ignore the possibility of reform to former ideas.
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