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Evaluating the Institutional Requirements of Knowledge in Shiite History during the
Safavid Era
Zahra sadat keshavarz'
Abstract

Assessing the state of science in the Safavid era can open a window into
the structural reasons for the rise and fall of this era. Accordingly, the
main question of the research is: which institutional requirements led to
the realization of the initial state of the establishment of science in the
Safavid era? And, in turn, which characteristics have distorted the
possibilities of continuing the scientific situation? The present study has
focused on the hypothesis that the definitions of science in the Safavid
era reflect a relatively standard situation, but it has also explored the
reasons for the instability of this situation. The findings of the research,
using a descriptive-analytical method based on the functional analysis of
Robert Merton's theory, show that, field of the internal conditions of
science, the four institutional requirements proposed for science,
including: a) universalism (liberation of science from class, nationality,
ethnicity, and language); b) communal or collective ownership
(formation of scientific communities); c) neutrality (diversity of
scientific disciplines and provision of rational foundations for religion);
and d) organized doubt (skepticisms and criticisms existing between
Akhbarians and Usuliians), have a relatively acceptable position in
accordance with the historical data available in the Safavid era. But
another part of the findings indicates the instability of scientific
standards in the Safavid era. Because generally, with the end of Shah
Tahmasp's rule and the monopoly of traditional sciences over rational
sciences, the dominance of Akhbarism over other intellectual currents,
the ridicule of philosophy and interdisciplinary approaches by some

1. Ph.D. in History of Shi‘ism, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of
Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran. zahra.sadat.keshavarz@gmail.com.
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jurists, the reduction of the entirety of science to religious knowledge,
the lack of love for the printing industry, the lack of transition from
school to academy, the scarcity of libraries, superstition, the increasing
tension between the interests of scholars and rulers, and the prejudice
against any non-Shiite proposition in science, the standards of science
did not continue and a return to scientific stagnation was observed in
Iran during the Safavid era.

Keywords: Equivalence chain, null signifier, articulation, Mahdism

discourse, Safavid era.
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