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The Repercussion of the Qadariyyah's Confrontation with
Umayyads in Sunni Hadith Literature up to the Fourth Century AH
Mohammad Furgan Gohar!/ Nematollah Safari Forushani?

Abstract

The Qadariyya was a significant intellectual-political movement that
emerged in the first century AH as a response to the Umayyad
dynasty's authoritarian policies aimed at consolidating power. To
counteract this movement, the Umayyad regime implemented
extensive and systematic measures to suppress its influence. Using a
historical-analytical approach and primary written sources, this study
explores the socio-intellectual background of these opposing factions.
It examines how the conflict between the Qadariyya and the
Umayyad rulers, along with their loyal supporters, is reflected within
Sunni narrative traditions during the first four centuries of Islam.The
study identifies three key axes in the narrative portrayal of this
conflict:1 .Political-religious axis: Traditions depicting the Qadariyya
as a detrimental force in society, often justifying their physical
elimination.2 .Cultural-social axis: Representations stigmatizing the
Qadariyya, labeling them as "the Zoroastrians of the Ummah," which
led to their social marginalization 3 .Theological-doctrinal axis: The
most intricate category, associating the Qadariyya with theological
deviance, including accusations of shirk (polytheism), kufr
(disbelief), enmity towards God, heresy, and denial of divine
predestination. The findings highlight that this conflict was more than
a political dispute; it was an ideological confrontation between the
Qadariyya’s justice-oriented philosophy and the determinist rhetoric
of the Umayyad regime. Over time, this ideological battle transitioned
into theological debates, with Sunni hadith traditions being
systematically employed to reinforce the determinist worldview.
Keywords: Qadariyyah, Umayyads, Ahl al-Hadith, Sunni Hadith
Tradition, Takfiri Relations, Magian Allegations.
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