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Abstract

The article aims to answer the main question, "How is Sheikh Mohammad Javad
Khorasani's method of criticizing the doctrine of Unity of Existence and how it is
analyzed and criticized by him? Addressing this question essentially organizes the
most significant aspect of worldview, which is ontology. In this context, the present
essay utilizes library resources to analyze and critique Khorasani's methods in
criticizing the doctrine of Unity of Existence. After examining and analyzing
Khorasani's thoughts on this doctrine, it was concluded that his definition of Unity
of Existence is flawed. The results of the critique of the rational method indicate that
the existence of arguments for Unity of Existence undermines its indefensibility.
Considering the mystics' definition of Unity of Existence and the negation of duality,
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issues such as the unity of Creator and creation, as well as the influence of creation
on the Creator, do not arise; furthermore, the simplicity of God is proven since
denying it would imply a composite and contingent existence for God. The objection
regarding the validity of all religions is also addressed by asserting that true
monotheism is the only religion based on unity. Therefore, none of the mystics claim
that all religions are valid.The result of critiquing the transmitted method is that
revealed sources not only do not deny Unity of Existence but some sources also
indicate its affirmation. The result of critiquing Hafiz's behavior indicates that
Khorasani's criticisms are based on a superficial interpretation of his words, and
since this interpretation has not been substantiated by historical evidence, it cannot
be relied upon. Overall, Khorasani's criticisms appear to be non-ontological and
seriously critiqueable, and they are not deemed sufficient to refute the doctrine of
Unity of Existence.

Keywords: Unity of Existence, Influence and Interaction, Expansion of Truth,
Sheikh Javad Khorasani.

Problem Statement

It can be said that in organizing the relationship between humans and the world,
objects, and individuals within it, worldview plays the most crucial role as a
foundational thought. Among the influential cosmological perspectives on human
life is the existential relationship between beings in the world. The elucidation of
this relationship is the responsibility of fundamental sciences (philosophy, theology,
and mysticism). One of the existing viewpoints on this matter is the Unity of
Existence, which has been both accepted and rejected by thinkers. The presence of
prominent thinkers who either support or oppose this issue causes individuals
seeking to adopt their own worldview to face challenges. It seems that the way out
of this challenge is to examine and critique the views and thoughts of both sides. One
thinker who has explicitly and candidly critiqued the doctrine of Unity of Existence
is Mohammad Javad Khorasani. His clear expression and defined stance against
Unity of Existence lead to a thorough examination and critique of his views, resulting
in a clear and decisive response that facilitates establishing a foundation for one's
worldview. Therefore, this research aims to answer the main question: "How is
Khorasani's method in critiquing Unity of Existence analyzed and critiqued?" In the
quest to answer this main question, addressing the following sub-questions seems
essential:

1. How does Mohammad Javad Khorasani utilize the "rational™ method in rejecting
Unity of Existence?

2. How does Mohammad Javad Khorasani employ the "transmitted” method in
rejecting Unity of Existence?
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3. How does Mohammad Javad Khorasani use the method of “criticizing the
behavior of proponents of Unity of Existence™ to reject this doctrine?

Method

This research uses the method of library resources, in analyzing and examination of
Khorasani's views and his criticizing the doctrine of Unity of Existence has been
conducted.

Findings and Results

After analyzing Khorasani's thoughts and criticisms regarding the doctrine of Unity
of Existence, the following results were obtained in various sections: A) In the
definition section, Khorasani organizes his definition based on certain negative and
positive characteristics from his perspective, defining Unity of Existence as a purely
intuitive doctrine that necessitates union, all-Godhood, and serves as a criterion for
mysticism. However, in critiquing him, it can be argued that at least the claim of
rational evidence is not compatible with the assertion of pure intuition. Furthermore,
the mystics' definition of manifestation and the added illuminative aspects differ
significantly from union and all-Godhood. The incorrect generalization of some
mystics' misinterpretations renders Khorasani's definition unacceptable. B) In the
rational section, Khorasani claims that Unity of Existence contradicts reason,
considers the expansion of truth impossible, and believes that accepting Unity of
Existence would lead to the influence on the Divine Essence and the validity of all
religions. His reasoning suggests that the existence of rational arguments undermines
the justification for the expansion of truth as mere poverty, which also negates the
influence on the Divine Essence. Additionally, the mystics' assertion regarding the
invalidity of all religions presents critiques that hinder acceptance of his criticisms
against Unity of Existence in this section. C) In his transmitted method, Khorasani
refers to verses that can be said to be at least ambiguous and can also be interpreted
in favor of Unity of Existence; therefore, citing these transmitted sources cannot be
considered a refutation of Unity of Existence. D) His reference to Hafiz's poetry to
prove erroneous beliefs about nihilism faces critiques such as lack of historical
references, reliance on superficial interpretations despite evidence indicating
attention to deeper meanings, inconsistent behavior in criticism, reliance on the
plurality of literalists, and failure to acknowledge correctness. These factors
contribute to a rejection of Khorasani's claims. Considering the aforementioned
points, it can be concluded that Khorasani's criticisms do not possess sufficient
capacity to refute the doctrine of Unity of Existence.
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