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Abstract

Absolute and limited interpretations are among the interpretations that are sometimes
conceptual and sometimes illustrative in coexistence with each other. In terms of the
realization of the three philosophical journeys, according to the first journey,
absolute means conceptual scope and limited means conceptual narrowness, and the
coexistence between two concepts is formed. According to the second journey and
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accepting the originality of existence and gradational oneness, and negating the
nature, absolute means: the completeness of the Essence of God and His compass
to other beings. Since existence in this journey has stages, absolute also means the
compass of the higher stagees of existence on the stages below it. The absolute
existence includes the limited existence, but the limited existence does not include
the absolute, and there is gayumi coexistence between them. According to the third
journey, absolute means compass in concept, but since existence has oneness and
existence cannot even be divided into absolute and limited at the height of the
discussion, the relationship between absolute and limited is qayumi. In this article,
we will analyze the three philosophical journeys of Mulla Sadra about the absolute
and limited coexistence with a descriptive-analytical method.

Keywords: Absolute, Limited, Coexistence, Mulla Sadra, Three Philosophical
Journeys .

Problem Statement

The relation between the discussion of absolute and limited with the main pillar of
philosophy, existence or being, is also of this order, because existence or being can
be divided into absolute and limited in a limited way. More detailed questions about
what is absolute and limited, as well as the coordinates of the three philosophical
journeys (the originality of nature, the originality of the existence of gradational
oneness, the originality of the existence of personal oneness), lead us to this main
guestion: According to the transformation in each of the mentioned three journeys,
what is the meaning and place of absolute and limited? The importance of answering
these questions is the necessity of correct guidance in other philosophical issues,
because according to the aforementioned analysis in the generality of absolute and
limitated to all philosophical issues, the correct solution of any issue depends on a
correct knowledge of its contexts. Mulla Sadra, in the first step, considers the
essences to be nothing and insignificant and intellectual properties, and in the final
step, he sees the special existences as lacking originality and considers that there is
only one existence and it is Almighty God, and in this way, he brings philosophy to
perfection and wisdom to its completeness.

Method

The method of this research is descriptive-analytical, which was done by referring
to the main philosophical texts and applying the principles of Transcendent
Theosophy, especially the third journey.

Findings and Results

Mulla Sadra spoke on the issue of absolute and limited according to his three
philosophical journeys. According to the first journey and according to Mulla Sadra's
opinion, the words of all the predecessors, the absolute and limited was used by the
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philosophers for mental concepts, or at most, it was related to the concept of
existence; therefore, absolute means conceptual scope and limited means conceptual
narrowness. From Mulla Sadra’s point of view, the container of concepts is the mind,
and the truth of existence, which is the same as reality and externality, cannot be
absolute and general in this sense. According to the second journey, the difference
between complete and incomplete in an object is not a difference in concepts;
therefore, Mulla Sadra, according to the originality of existence and validity of
nature, puts forward another tendency, which is gradation in existence. From Mulla
Sadra’s point of view, and based on the commonality in meaning and unity of
creation, the whole world is connected to God, in Ishraqqiya attribution. This
attribution confirms the existence of a relationship between every being in relation
to God, which is so-called “partnership”. In this philosophical journey, absolute and
limited to the longitudinal stages of existence means that any being that has more
existence capacity is absolute compared to its superior, and the superior being is
more limited than its superior due to benefiting from less perfections. Mulla Sadra,
according to the third journey, at the peak of the discussions of Trenscendent
Theosophy, proves the personal oneness of existence in a reasonable and logical
way. According to the principles of his ontology, in the first step, he considers
essences to be nothing and intellectual properties, and in the final step, he considers
special existences to be lacking in originality and considers God to be unique in the
essence of truth.
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